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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMPADERNACHT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Mater 
nity-Skirts, of which the following is a spec 
ification, reference being had therein to the 
accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to maternity skirts, 

and has for its primary object the improve 
ment of that particular style or skirt illus 
trated in my former Patent No. 853,993, 
granted May 21, 1907. 
As distinguished from skirts which are 

devoid of back pieces underlying the usual 
placket opening disclosed for example in 
my Patent No. 929,163, dated July 27, 1909, 
and wherein the opposite portions of the 
skirt are brought together and buttoned or 
otherwise fastened along the line of the 
placket opening, the skirt of my present in 
vention, like that of my said first mentioned 
patent, employs a back piece over which ad 
justable opposite portions of the skirt are 
folded and secured thereto along the line of 
the Waist band. r 
The use of a back piece, as above sug 

gested, enables the provision of a skirt 
which, although capable of a wide range of 
adjustment, to accommodate different sized 
Waist measurements, always present a neat, 
finished appearance, a nice fit of the gar 
ment to the wearer, and obviates the neces 
sity of employing fastenings along the 
placket opening. 

In the construction illustrated in my 
earlier patent above referred to, the adjust 
ment of the skirt to obtain the desired waist 
measurement and fit, can be obtained only 
after the garment has been placed upon 
the user, and inasmuch as the securing de 
vices are at the back, much inconvenience 
and annoyance is necessarily encountered in 
the operation. m 
As above suggested, the skirt of my later 

patent, to wit No. 929,163 uses no back 
piece, thus requiring the opposite or separate 
portions of the skirt to be buttoned or other 
Wise fastened to close the placket opening, 
and While in this particular skirt an ar 
rangement and devices are afforded enabling 
a preliminary adjustment of the waist meas 

Sented incident to the bulky or enlarged for 
mation of the body required to enable the 
body portions to be twice folded to secure 
the Waist measurement. In other words, 
throughout the range of the adjustment of 
the skirt in question there must be the 
double folding of the fabric. 
The Spirit of the invention herein contem 

plates the provisions of means to overcome 
the objections noted, by enabling the adjust 
ment of the garment to the size desired with 
a single fold prior to putting the same on the 
Wearer, and subsequently simply fastening 
said previously adjusted portions upon the 
back pieces. Thus, I have perfected the style 
of skirt mentioned, and afforded a garment 
poSSessing all of the desirable characteristics 
of my previous invention with the added 
feature of the preliminary adjustment re 
ferred to. 
A convenient embodiment of the present 

invention comprises a skirt provided with a 
back piece, fastening means on the back 
piece, and means enabling the adjustment 
of the opposite portions of the skirt which 
are laid upon the back piece, including free 
extensions of the waist band carried by said 
portions, and means on the waist band co 
operating with the said extensions to fasten 
said folded portions as desired, preliminary 
to the use of the skirt, said folded portions 
being adapted to coöperate with the fasten 
ings on the back piece to secure the placket 
in closed condition, when the skirt is ap 
plied to the Wearer. 
The novel characteristics of the invention 

hereinbefore brought out, and other novel 
details will be apparent upon the detailed 
description hereinafter contained, when 
read in connection with the accompanying 
drawing forming a part hereof and wherein 
one embodiment of the invention is illus 
trated. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a back view 
of a skirt made in accordance with the pres 
ent invention, the lower portions of the 
skirt being broken away, and the parts be 
ing shown as they appear prior to adjust 
ment, Fig. 2 is a similar enlarged view 
showing the opposite portions of the skirt 
folded and secured to the back piece, Fig. 3 
is a top view showing the manner of secur 
ing the preliminary adjustment of the oppo 

urements, there is the disadvantage pre- site folded portions and the manner of se 
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curing the same to the back piece, and Fig. 4 
is a fragmentary inside view of one of the 
foldable portions of the skirt. 

Referring more specifically to the draw 
ings, wherein like reference characters des 
ignate the same parts in the different views, 
A represents the body of the skirt, B the 
back piece and C the waist band. 
D and E represent the opposite foldable 

portions of the skirt adapted to be adjusted, 
laid upon and Secured to the back piece B. 
The waist band is free at its ends to extend 
beyond the portions D and E to a substan 
tial extent as indicated at C°, and these 
extensions, as also those portions of the 
waist band immediately adjoining the same 
and on the foldable portions D and E, are 
provided with series of eyelets F. The 
back piece in turn is provided at its upper 
end with two pair of hooks G and H, each 
having pivoted spring held tongues as dis 
closed in my former patent and not neces 
sary to be herein specifically shown. The 
tongues of each pair project at right angles 
to each other to better prevent accidental 
tunfastening. At the end of each series of 
eyelets F and on the inside of the waist 
band is a hook I, the tongue of which pro 
jects inwardly away from the placket open 
ing, and also on the inside of the waistband, 
including the extensions thereof, are similar 
series of numbers or other indicators K. 
The free strap extensions are elongated 

to a sufficient extent to coöperate with the 
permanently fixed securing devices (hooks 
I) to preliminarily fasten the opposite poi'- 
tions of the skirt in any position throughout 
the range of adjustment thereof, while ne 
cessitating but a single folding of the fab 
ric of the body of the skirt and without re 
quiring said body to be of such an enlarged 
or bulky formation as to enable the fabric 
of the body itself to be at all times folded 
in Wardly to said hooks, for it will be appre 
ciated that if the strap extensions were not 
provided the body would have to be of such 
an enlarged formation as would permit the 
same to be folded back to the hooks I at all 
times, whereas by the use of the extensions, 
when there is but a slight fold of the oppo 
site portions of the skirt, the strap exten 
sions alone run over to the securing hooks 
and coöperate there with for the preliminary 
fastening desired. 
To adjust the skirt the size is determined 

by the characters K and each foldable por 
tion D and E is turned inwardly upon itself, 
and those eyelets upon the Waist band which 
register with the hooks are engaged with 
said hooks to secure the folded portions in 
position prior to placing the skirt upon the 
user, the extensions C* enabling this pre 
liminary fastening even when the waist 
measurement is increased to its largest ex 
tent. After the preliminary adjustment 
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aforesaid, the skirt is placed upon the user 
and the registering eyelets in the opposite 
folded portions engage with the hooks G 
and H on the back piece to secure the placket 
opening in closed condition and the skirt 
upon the wearer. The hooks H of course, 
engage the folded portions E while the 
hooks G engage the folded portion D, the 
hooks being closely arranged so that when 
the skirt is in use the folded portions abut 
on a line at the center of the back of the 
skirt and give the desired neat, finished ap 
pearance. 
While I have herein disclosed a preferred 

embodiment of the invention, it is to be un 
derstood that the invention is capable of 
being embodied in other constructions dif 
fering somewhat in matters of detail from 
that illustrated, as will appear to those 
skilled in the art. 

I claim:- 
1. A skirt of the character described, hav 

ing a back piece and foldable portions 
adapted to be laid upon and Secured to said 
back piece, in combination with means for independently securing the folded portions 
in position and other means for Securing the 
folded portions to the back piece, said first 
mentioned means including free strap ex 
tensions on the foldable portions and devices 
for engaging and fastening said strap ex 
tensions in place. 

2. A skirt of the character described, hav 
ing a back piece and separate adjustable 
portions adapted to be laid upon said back 
piece and to be secured in position thereover, 
in combination with means independently of 
the back piece for preliminarily adjusting 
said portions. 

3. A skirt of the character described, hav 
ing a back piece and separate adjustable 
portions adapted to be laid upon said back 
piece and to be secured in position thereover, 
in combination with means for preliminarily 
adjusting said portions, and other means 
for subsequently securing the adjusted por 
tions to the back piece. 

4. A skirt of the character described, hav 
ing oppositely disposed foldable portions, a 
strap extension carried by each of said por 
tions, and means on each of Said portions to 
operate with its strap extension to secure 
said portions in folded position. 

5. A skirt of the character described, hav 
ing oppositely disposed foldable portions, a 
strap extension carried by each of said por 
tions, and means on each of said portions to 
operate with its strap extension to secure 
said portions in folded position, in combina 
tion with similar indicators associated with 
each portion showing the extent to which 
the parts should be folded to get the de 
sired waist measurement. 

6. A skirt of the character described, pro 
vided with oppositely disposed adjustable 
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portions having free strap extensions, eyes 
carried by the waist band and said exten 
sions, and hooks adapted to coöperate with 
said eyes for independently securing the 
portions in adjusted position. 

7. A skirt of the character described, pro 
vided with oppositely disposed adjustable 
portions having free strap extensions, eyes 
carried by the waist band and said exten 
sions, and hooks on the Waist band adapted 
to coöperate with said eyes for securing the 
portions in adjusted position, said skirt also 
having a back piece and hooks on said back 
piece also adapted to coöperate with said 
eyes to secure the adjusted portions to the 
back piece. 

8. A skirt of the character described pro 
vided with oppositely disposed separated 
adjustable portions, a free strap extension 

3. 

carried by each of said portions, and coöper 
ating means on each of said portions and on 
each strap extension to independently Secure 
each portion in adjusted position. 

9. A skirt of the character described pro 
vided with oppositely disposed separated 
adjustable portions, a free strap extension 
carried by each of said portions, and coöper 
ating means on each of said portions and on 
its strap extension to independently Secure 
each portion in adjusted position, in combi 
nation with means for securing the adjusted 
portions in place on the body of the wearer. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM PADERNACHT. 
Witnesses: 

HARRY LIPSCHITZ, 
SAM. GITTLEMAN. 
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