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7o (ili thon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY BRAASCH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Los 
- Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and 

State of California, have invented a new 
ind useful Balloting-Box for Fraternal 
rders, of which the following is a specifi 
ation. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a simple, certain, safe and convenient bal 
leting box by which the ballot is determined 
by the casting of black and white balls and 
in which box there is no possibility of mix 
ing the balls or of accidentally misvoting 
or of intentional fraudulent voting, and by 
means of which the result of the vote can 
he at once exosed to all the members of 
the lodge when the presiding officer inspects 
the vote. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate 

the invention. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bal 

iot box ready for voting. Parts are broken 
way to expose interior parts. Fig. 2 is 
broken view of the box at the inspection 

of the vote. Fig. 3 is a plan view omitting 
the top of the box and the cover with the 
spools and ratchet wheels, and showing part 
of the internal mechanism set for casting a 

30 white ballot. The normal position of such 
niechanism is shown in dotted lines. Fig. 
3a is a fragmental plan showing the pawl 
at rest. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional 
elevation mainly in section on line indicated 

35 by a', Figs. 2, 3 and 5, showing the mecha 
nism at the moment of casting a white bal 
lot. Fig. 5 is a cross sectional elevation co 
axial of the spools on line ai, Figs. 4 and 6. 
Fig. 6 is a broken side elevation of one of 

40 the spools. 
The balloting box comprises a case which 

is formed of a floor 1, two side walls 2, 3, 
a rear end wall 4, a stationary front cross 
bar 5, a central cross-bar 6, a hinged lid 7 

45 and a cover 8. 
In some instances the rear end of the 

case is formed with a movable section 9, 
which may be swung by hinges 10 from the 
back of the floor 1, so that if it is not de 

50 sired to expose the vote to the members of 
the lodge, the vote may be inspected by the 
presiding officer alone. 
The case may be of any suitable material 

and the cover top in Some instances may be 
made of sheet metal bent into semi-cylin 
drical form and provided with front and 
rear flanges 12 and 13, a latch 14 being piv 
oted by a screw 15 to the central cross-bar 
6 and adapted to swing over the flange 12 
to secure the cover to the rest of the case. 
Said cover may be provided with a handle 
16 by which the balloting box may be car 
ried when the cover is latched and by which 
the cover may be removed when it is un 
latched. 
The lid T is composed of a top piece 17, 

and a front piece 18. The top piece 17 is 
provided with a transverse sight slot 19 
and the front piece fits upon the top of the 
front cross-bar 5 to close the front of the 
vote indicator chamber which is formed be 
neath the level of the lid and above the front 
cross-bar. Said front cross-bar may be 
made of two horizontal pieces 20, 21, the 
upper piece 21 being a metal plate and the 
lower piece 20 being provided with two for 
wardly widened grooves 22, 23, to form 
guides to guide the forwardly extending 
arms 24, 25 for the spherical black and white 
ball vote indicators 26, 27, which indicators 
are operatable by finger pieces 28, 29, that 
extend below the level of the front cross 
bar and that are accessible, when the lid 
is closed to the fingers of the right hand 
of the voter inserted underneath the front 
stationary bar 5. 
The finger pieces 28, 29, are normally 

held retracted by resilient means in the 
form of a spring 30 made of a wire bent 
into W form. The center loop 31 of the W 
spring is fastened by a screw 32 to a stand 
ard 33 which supports the black and white 
ball arms 24, 25, a switch pawl 34, and a 
pin 35. A strap 36 on the standard 33 ex 
tends over the indicator arms 24, 25, to se 
cure them in place and to allow each to slide 
freely forward upon the manipulation of 
its finger piece, and backward responsive to 
the pressure of the Spring. The ends of 
said spling extend up through the finger 
pieces and arms and project upward above 
the same to receive the black and white ball 
vote indicators 26, 27, thus securing said 
indicators in fixed relation to the finger 
pieces and the black and white ball indi 
cator arms, respectively. 
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The switch pawl 34 has a forward central 
point 37 that normally stands directly be 
hind the switch pin 35. The voting arms 
24, 25, are pivoted at opposite sides of the 
mid-length of the switch pawl, by pivots 
38, to the switch pawl 34. Side posts 39 
set in the standard 33 prevent the arms 24. 
25 from moving too far laterally. 
When either vote indicator is moved for 

Ward by its finger piece, the switch pawl 
will be held by one of the pivots 38 and will 
rotate on Said pivot to move the forward 
point 37 to that side of the pin 35 which is 
away from the arm that is being actuated: 
and the rear portion of the switch pawl will 
Swing toward that side of the boxin which 
the actuated alim is located. The switch 
pin 35 is engaged by the pawl as shown in 
Fig. 3 to cause the pawl to be shifted upon 
the actuation of the finger-pieces. 
The black and white ball spools 40, 41, 

ale carried by a shaft 42, which is mounted 
in the frame 43 that is fastened to the under 
side of the cover S. The shaft 42 may be an 
Cldinary stove bolt inserted through the 
frame and having the tension adjusting nut 
44. The shaft may also have a spacer 45 
Sullrounding the bolt between the nut and 
the bolt head. Tension springs 46 are ar 
l'anged between the spools and the head and 
nut of the bolt, l'espectively, so that when 
the nut is tightened said springs press the 
Spools against the frame, thus to produce 
sufficient friction to prevent spinning of 
the spools. The bolt freely slides through 
the spacer and the spacer prevents screw 
ing the nut too tight. 
The spools may be constructed as shown, 

of a central body 47 and inner and outer 
spool plates 4S, 49. The inner spool plates 
48 are formed with latchet teeth 50 to be 
engaged by the switch pawl 34, and the 
parts are so arranged that when the switch 
pawl is shifted by the operation of one of 
the finger pieces it will swing into a notch 
of the spool plate pertaining to such finger 
piece. A rock shaft 51 is journaled on the 
standard 33 and is provided with a cam 52 
underneath the Switch pawl 34 and is pro 
vided with an external handle 53 outside the 
box and is so arranged that when the handle 
53 is manipulated the switch pawl will be 
raised. 
The switch pawl is provided with notches 

54 to allow the pawl to escape the teeth of 
the spools when the pawl is in normal posi 
tion. 
When the switch pawl is shifted by the 

movement of one of the finger pieces the 
pawl will enter between two of the teeth of 
the spool; and theretipon the handle may be 
manipulated to operate the cam and raise 
the switch pawl, thereby rotating the spool 
the space of One tooth. 
A guard 55 for the handle 53 outside the 
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box determines the amplitude of the move 
ment of the handle and prevents the pawl 
from being moved too far. The rock shaft 
is provided with an arm 56 to actuate a 
Spring hammer 57 of a bell 58 at an appro 
priate time after the movement of the han 
dle 53 has begun; so that the operation ef 
fected by moving the handie forward while 
one of the finger pieces is held forward by 
the voter, is to lift the switch pawl, thereby 
Potating the appropriate voting spool and 
ringing the bell. The constructor may rela 
tively position the lever and arm 56 and 
hanliner 57 so as to ring the bell at any 
point duiting the stroke of the lever. 
When the finger pieces are both free, 

the Switch pawl is held centrally by the 
black and while ball indicator arms 24, 25, 
and will not engage either of the voting 
Spool ratchet wheels and consequently the 
handle. Inay then be operated to ring the 
bell without moving either of the voting 
Spools. The arms 24, 25, are resilient and 
form Springs that may be bent up as the 
pawl is l'aised, and Yill serve to return the 
switch pawl to normal position when the 
handle is thrown back into normal position. 
The Fock shaft may be made of a piece of 

Wii'e bent at One end to form the arm 56 
and bent into an intermediate loop to form 
the can 52 beint, exteriorly to for the han 
cle 53 which may be provided with a 
knob 59. 
The Orifices 60 in the side of the box to 

allow the rock shaft 5i to be inserted inay 
be large enough to admit the rock shaft by 
turning the same appropriately for this pur 
pose, and the standard 33 may be provided 
in its top with a notch 61 to accommodate 
the shaft, and said shaft may be secured to 
the standard by bearings 62, 63, which may 
be fastened to the standard in any suitable 
Way, as by screws 64. 
The hamlner 37 may be a wire bent to 

form an intermediate loop 65. and said ham 
lmei' is fixed to the case by any suitable 
lileans as by Screw's 66 screwed into the 
standard near the base thereof, thus bring 
ing the loop 65 behind the arm 56 when the 
handle is retracted to normal position and 
allowing the arm to escape the finger formed 
by the loop at the middle of the actuating 
In Ovement of the handle as shown in dotted 
lines, Fig. 4 and allowing the arian to pass 
the finger when the handle is retracted to 
noi'nal position. The bell 58 may be fas 
tened to the side of the case in any suitable 
lilanner, and is so positioned that when the 
hammer is released by the arm passing the 
finger it will strike the bell. 
Upon each of the spools 40 and 41 is 

Wound a string of voting balls, the left hand 
spool 40 being provided with a string of 
black balls and the right hand string 41 
being provided with a string of white balls. 
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The strings are fastened at one end to their 
respective spools and the frame 43 is pro 
vided with orifices 68 vertically below the 
rear sides of the spools, respectively, so that 
as a spool is unwound, a string and a ball 
on the string will move downward through 
an orifice. 
On the free ends of the strings 69, 70, re 

spectively, are large terminal balls 71, 72, 
that are of greater diameter than the width 
of the orifices through which the strings ex 
tend so that they cannot be drawn up 
through the Grifices and therefore form stops 
to prevent too great winding movement of 
the spools. 
The strings may be flexible connections of 

any desired construction or material, and 
along Said strings there are arranged at in 
tervals colresponding to the spaces between 
the teeth of the spools, voting balls 73, 74; 
the voting balls 73 on the black side being 
black, and the voting balls on the white side 
being white. The outer plates 49 of the 
spools may be stamped and struck up to 
form two diametrically opposite outwardly 
projecting wings 75, 76, to serve as finger 
pieces by which the spools may be rotated 
for the purpose of winding the strings of 
balls. 
The shanks 77, 7S, of the finger pieces 28 

and 29 may be fastened to the black and 
white ball arms 24, 25, respectively, by any 
suitable means as the rivets 79 and 80, and 
said alms, shanks, rivets and finger pieces 
may be appropriately colored to assist the 
yoter in determining what vote he is effect 
Ing. 

In order to avoid confusing the voter, the 
shank and arm pertaining to the black ball 
side is white and the shank and arm per 
taining to the White ball side is black, so 
that when the voter looks down through the 
slot he will note a white shank on the black 
ball side and a black shank on the white ball 
side. Then, in case he deems the candidate 
a right person to be elected he will advance 
the right finger piece, thus bringing the 
white ball vote indicator 27 into view 
through the slot and at the same time with 
drawing the black shank from view so that 
there will only be exposed the white shank 
and the white ball vote indicator, thus as 
suring him that he is voting the white ball. 
Thereupon he will manipulate the voting 
handle thereby operating the mechanism to 
unwind one white ball from the White ball 
spool. If, however, he deems the candidate 
an unfit person and one who should be left 
outside the lodge, he will pull forward the 
left finger piece, thus moving the white 
shank out of sight and the black ball votein 
dicator 25 into sight through the slot so that 
as he looks through the slot he will see only 
the black ball indicator and the black shank 
of the white ball indicator, thus assuring 

r 
d 

| him that he is about to cast a black ball 
ballot. Thereupon he will manipulate the 
handle and thus actuate the mechanism to 
unwind one black ball from the spool. 

It is the rule in lodges to exclude any 
candidate who receives a limited number, 
say two or three, black balls, so that it is 
not necessary in order to exclude a member 
that there shall be a large number of black 
balls provided, and it is only necessary, 
therefore, in inspecting the ballot to deter 

70. 

75 

mine whether a number of black balls has 
been voted Sufficient to exclude the candidate. 
It is desirable, however, that a requisite 
number of votes be noted in order to give 
concealment to the personality of the mem 
bers voting the black balls, and this is ef 
fected without the necessity of voting a 
white ball by every member who votes 
favorable. Therefore, the proper balloting 
may be effected by providing the spools 
with a limited number of balls, say twenty 
five, more or less, for each string, and a cor 
responding number of ratchet teeth may be 
provided on each spool; and at the spaces 
which come adjacent the switch pawl after 
the last ball has been lowered through the 
frame, an extra wide notch 81 will be pro 
vided so that the pawl when actuated will 
no longer actuate the spool, and therefore, 
the strings cannot be again wound up until 
the spools are withdrawn from the case for 
that purpose. 
The voters are able to alternatively actu 

ate the affirmative or negative balloting 
mechanism so long as the requirements of 
the balloting demand such actuation and 
when the purpose for which the balloting is 
being had is thus effected the balloting may, 
to all appearances, be continued in the same 
manner indefinitely. 
When the voting has been finished and 

the ballot box is placed in the possession of 
the presiding Officer, if it is desired that the 
vote shall be inspected by the lodge, the 
presiding officer will unlatch the cover and 
withdraw the frame with its spools there 
on from the case and by inspecting the de 
pending balls the vote is at once apparent 
to all. 

in case it is desired that the presiding 
officer alone shall inspect the vote or that 
the members in the lodge room shall not 
receive the announcement of how many 
black balls have been cast, the presiding 
officer may open the rear end of the case 
and thus privately inspect the result of the 
vote. When it is desired to return the 
ballot box to its initial position, this is 
readily done by withdrawing the frame far 
enough to allow the thumb piece of the 
spools to be manipulated to wind the spools, 
thus at Once restoring the box to voting 
condition and thereby saving all confusion 
and liability of error in replacing the balls. 
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It is understood that the strings are non 
stretchable; that the bodies are fixed at 
regular intervals therealong; that the bodies 
may be of any desired color and form; those 
of one string being differentiated in any 
suitable way from those of the other string; 
and that cubes or other bodies may be used 
in place of the spherical bodies without any 
change in the construction of the spools or 
other parts. 

I claim:- 
1. A ballot box provided with two strings; 

balloting members strung on said strings 
and flexibly connected thereby, the balloting 
members of one string being differentiated 
from those on the other string, and means 
whereby the balloting members may be 
moved into position to indicate a vote cast. 

2. A ballot box comprising two spools, 
Strings on the spools respectively, balloting 
members strung On one of said strings, bal 
loting member's strung on the other of said 
strings, and means to rotate the spools alter 
natively to indicate the vote. 

3. A ballot box comprising two spools, 
strings on the spools respectively, balloting 
members strung on One of said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, means to rotate the spools alterna 
tively to indicate the vote, said means being 
operable only by the manipulation of two 
elements, one of which is concealed and the 
other exposed to view. 

4. A ballot box comprising two spools, 
strings on the spools respectively, balloting 
members strung On one of Said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, means to rotate the spools alterna 
tively to indicate the vote, said means being 
operable only by the manipulation of two 
elements, one of which is concealed and the 
other exposed to view; one of said elements 
being a concealed finger piece and the other 
element being an exposed handle. 

5. A ballot bOX comprising a case pro 
vided with an opening through which the 
fingers of the voter may be inserted, strings 
inside the case, balloting members strung on 
one of said strings, balloting members strung 
On the other of Said strings, a handle, finger 
pieces, One for each of said strings and 
means between the finger pieces and the 
strings whereby the manipulation of the fin 
ger pieces in conjunction with the operation 
of the handle will move one of the strings to 
effect the casting of the vote. 

6. A ballot box comprising a case, a frame 
removable from the case, strings of balloting 
members adapted to depend from the frame 
to indicate the vote cast, and mechanism in 
the case to actuate the vote-indicating mech 
anism. 

7. A ballot box comprising a case and a 
frame removable from the case, vote-indicat 
ing mechanism carried by the frame and ca 
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pable of being exhibited when the frame is 
removed from the case, mechanism in the 
case to actuate the vote-indicating mecha 
nism, said actuating mechanism comprising 
means to be actuated by the fingers of one 
of one string being differentiated in any 
hand and means to be actuated by the other 
hand; simultaneous manipulation of both 
said means being necessary in order to actu 
ate the vote-indicating mechanism. 

8. The combination with two spools, of 
ratchet wheels on the spools, strings of flexi 
bly connected balloting members on the 
spools, a pawl, arms pivoted to the pawl on 
opposite sides of the mid-line thereof, means 
to actuate the arms independently of each 
other and a pin to be engaged by the pawl 
to cause the pawl to be shifted upon the ac 
tuation of either finger piece. 

9. A ballot box, two strings, balloting 
members strung on One of said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, the balloting members of One string 
being differentiated from those of the other 
string, means whereby the balloting mem 
bers may be alternatively moved into posi 
tion to indicate a vote cast, means to conceal 
the balloting members, and means to with 
draw the balloting members from conceal 
ment. 

10. A ballot box, two strings, balloting 
members strung on one of Said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, the balloting members of one string 
being differentiated from those of the other 
string, means whereby the balloting mem 
bers may be alternatively moved into posi 
tion to indicate a vote cast, means to conceal 
the balloting members, means to withdraw 
the balloting members from concealment, 
and means to wind up the strings when said 
balloting members are withdrawn from the 
concealing means. 

11. A ballot box, two strings, balloting 
members strling on One of said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, the balloting members of one string 
being differentiated from those of the other 
string, means including concealed finger 
pieces and an exposed handle whereby the 
balloting members may be alternatively 
moved into position to indicate a vote cast, 
means to conceal the balloting members, and 
means to withdraw the balloting members 
from concealment. 

12. A ballot box comprising two spools, 
strings on the spools respectively, balloting 
members strung on One of said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
strings, and pawl and ratchet means to rotate 
the spools alternately to indicate the vote. 

13. A ballot box comprising two spools, 
strings on the spools respectively, balloting 
members strung on One of said strings, bal 
loting members strung on the other of said 
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strings, and pawl and ratchet means to ro 
tate the spools alternatively to indicate the 
vote; there being concealed finger pieces and 
an eXposed lever to actuate the pawl and 
ratchet means. 

14. In a ballot box, a standard, spools pro 
vided with strings of balloting members and 
also provided with ratchet teeth, a switch 
pin, a pawl on the standard, said pawl hav 
ing a forwardly central point, resilient arms 
pivoted to the pawl on opposite sides of the 
middle line thereof, said pawl terminating 
at the point between said arms, springs to 
actuate the arms to hold the pawl in normal 
position with its point directly behind the 
pin, finger pieces to actuate the arms alter 
natively to engage the pin, thus to shift the 
pawl into position to engage the ratchet 

5 

wheels alternatively, and means to raise the 
pawl when so shifted. 

15. A balloting box comprising a case pro 
vided with a slot, vote indicating means, 
mechanism in the case for actuating the vote 
indicating means, and vote indicators con 
nected with said mechanism and adapted to 
be alternately brought into view beneath the 
slot to indicate to the voter the character of 
the vote being cast. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 

20 

25 

my hand at Los Angeles, California, this 9th 30 
day of July, 1910. 

HENRY BRA ASCH. 
In presence of 

JAMES R. ToWNSEND, 
OLIVE DIFFENDERFER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 



It is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 1,063,111, granted May 27, 
1913, upon the application of Henry Braasch, of Los Angeles, California, for an 
improvement in “Balloting-Boxes for Fraternal Orders,” an error appears in the 
printed specification requiring correction as follows: Page 4, strike out line 71; and 
that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction therein that the same 

may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office. 

Signed and sealed this 12th day of August, A. D., 1913. 

SEAL. E. B. MOORE, 

Commissioner of Patents. . 


