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UNITED STATES 

1799,877 

PATENT OFFICE . 
GEORGE HENRY WHEARY AND BENJAMIN M. HAMLIN, of RACINE, WISCONSIN, AS 

SIGNORS TO WHEARY TRUNK COMPANY, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN, A CORPORATION / 
OF WISCONSIN 

A HAND LUGGAGE 

Application filed April 22, 1929. Serial No. 357,088. 

Modern travel requirements decree that 
hand luggage be exceptionally light weight, 
and, at the same time, so devised that a num 
ber of garments may be carried without 

5 wrinkling. Heretofore, this has been at 
tained only by the sacrifice of light weight, 
the hand luggage provided for this purpose 
having been practically miniature wardrobe 
trunks with a garment section having hang 

10 ers, and they were far from being convenient 
ly handled luggage, i. e., light enough to be 
used as hand luggage especially by women. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention 
to provide an improved hand luggage of the 
case type particularly adapted for women's 
garments, and of exceptionally light con 
struction. 
Another object of this invention resides 

in the provision of a luggage carrier or lady's 
20 case of the character described which com 

bines simplicity in design with practicability 
and beauty, inasmuch as the feminine pur 
chaser buys mostly with her eyes. 

Another object of this invention resides in * the provision of a removable garment sup 
port, or frame, over which a number of 
dresses or other like garments may be draped 
and which is so positioned within the case as 
to swing outwardly and rest against the open 

80 cover and permit ready access to the interior 
of the case. 
A further object of this invention resides 

in the provision of a garment support or 
frame which is so arranged that when the 
case is opened with the frame resting on the 
open cover, the outermost garments draped 
thereon may be thrown back over the cover 
to expose an inner garment on the frame and 
permit its ready removal without disturbing '' the position or arrangement of the outermost 
garments. 
And a still further object of this invention 

resides in the provision of a luggage carrier 
of the character described which is provided with a partition dividing it into garment and 
shoe receiving compartments, the partition 
being so constructed that portions of the shoes 
extend into the lower part of the garment 
compartment whereby the width of its major s p portion may be increased. 

With the above and other objects in view 
which will appear as the description proceeds, 
Our invention resides in the novel construc, 
tion, combination and arrangement of parts. 
Substantially as hereinafter described and 55 
more particularly defined by the appended 
claims, it being understood that such changes 
in the precise embodiment of the hereindis 
closed invention may be made as come within 
the scope of the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, we have ill 

60 

lustrated one complete example of the physi 
cal embodiment of our invention constructed 
according to the best mode we have so far 
devised for the practical application of the 
principles thereof, and in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hand 

case or luggage embodying our invention, 
E. view illustrating the same in open posi 
lon; Figure 2 is a perspective view of the gar 
ment Supporting frame with parts broken 
away; - 

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view taken 
through Figure 1 on the plane of the line 75 
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3-3; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the ele 

ments comprising the means carried by the 
case and in which the ends of the garment 
supporting frame are removably received; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary, perspective 
view taken through Figure 1 on the plane 
of the line 5-5, and Figure 6 is a perspective view of a por 
tion of the partition which divides the gar 
ment receiving compartment. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
accompanying drawings, in which like nu 
merals designate like parts throughout the 
several views, 5 represents the main section 
of a luggage carrier of the case type, hav 
ing a cover 6, hingedly connected along one 
marginal edge. The case is further pro 
vided with a handle 7 and locking devices 
comprising main section carried parts 8 and 
cover carried members 9; the locking devices 
being so arranged that the cover carried 
members 9 are movable in a plane parallel 
with the cover portion on which they are 

80 

85 

90 

95 

mounted, and when in unlocked position, as 



() 

2 

illustrated in Figure 1, are disposed directly 
over the cover wall, thus having no project 
ing obstructions on which the garments 
might catch and become torn, in the manner 
later described. 
The main section of the case is divided into 

a shoe compartment 10 and a garment com 
partment 11 by a partition 12 fixed to the 
front and rear walls 13 and 14, respectively, 
with its lower edge 15 terminating above 
the bottom of the case, as best illustrated in 
Figure 5. The space between the lower edge 
15 of the partition 12 and the bottom of the 

ls 
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case is closed by a suitable fabric 16 connect 
ed with the partition 12 and the bottom of 
the case so that the toes of shoes protruding 
through said space are received in the folds 
of the fabric 16 which protects the garments 
in the compartment 11 against contact there 
with. This construction also permits the 
major depth of the compartment 11 to be of 
increased width. 
The shoe receiving compartment 10 is pro 

vided with a cover 17, hingedly connected 
with the top edge of the partition 12. When 
closed, the outer free end of the cover rests 
on a stop 18 fixed to the adjacent end of the 
wall of the case, where it is secured by snap 
fasteners 19. A cloth pocket 20 for stock 
ings and the like is sewed to the underside of 
the cover along its hinged edge and sides 
with its open side provided with an elastic 21 
to yieldably retain the entrance thereto 
closed. 
The wardrobe compartment 11 is divided 

into a garment compartment proper and a 
well 22 by a removable partition 23, having 
its end slidably received in channel guide 
members 24, one of which is fixed to the par 
tition 12 and the other to the opposite end 
wall of the case. The removable partition 
23 has the lower portion of its end adjacent 
the partition 12 cut away, as at 25, to ac 
commodate the fabric closure 16 and the toes 
of the shoes received therein, and if desired 
may also be provided with an article receiv 
ing pocket 26 similar to the pocket 20 car 
ried by the cover 17. 

Dresses and other garments are conven 
iently supported on a frame member 27 con 
sisting of a substantially U shaped member 
28, the arms 29 of which have their outer 
ends directed at an angle and pivotally con 
nected, as at 80, with attaching members, 31, 
by which the frame is removably secured in 
the main section of the case. The attaching 
members 31, also have their ends directed 
angularly to align with the angularly posi 
tioned ends of the arms 29 of the frame when 
the attaching members are received in main 
section carried channel members 32, and the 
frame is in closed or lowered position. 
One channel member 32 is secured to the 

partition 12 and the other to the opposite 
end wall of the case, and each consists of a 
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back plate 33 and a front plate 34 secured 
together E. the securing means which like 
wise attach the channel members to their 
respective supports. The front plates 34 
are struck outwardly at their medial por 
tion, as at 35, to provide the channel proper 
in which the attaching members 31 are re 
ceived. To prevent accidental detachment 
of the members 31 out of their respective 
channels, each back plate 33 has its lower 
portion slit at two points in alignment with 
the sides of the channel 35, and has its ma 
terial 36 between the slits directed inwardly 
into the channel. Inwardly projecting beads 
37 are struck from the portions 36 to be yield 
ably urged into apertures 38 formed in the 
attaching members 31, so that when they are 
inserted in their respective channels the 
spring tension of the portions 36 will hold 
them until sufficient force is exerted to detach 
the beads 37. 
The closed end 39 of the U shaped frame 

member 27 has a substantially semi-circular 
bar 40 secured thereto, the outerface of which 
may be padded and covered, as at 41, to pre 
vent creasing of the dresses and other gar 
ments draped thereover, and the outermost 
ends of the frame member are preferably pro 
vided with guards 42 which project beyond 
the bar 40 and retain the garments placed 
thereon against longitudinal movement off 
of the bar. 
To properly arrange dresses or other gar 

ments, the frame or support 27 is removed or 
raised to a vertical position. The garments 
are then draped over the bar 40 with their 
bottom portions disposed between the cover 
6 and the frame to be received in the well 
22, their upper portions hanging down 
wardly, as clearly illustrated in Figure 1. 
Two or three garments or dresses may be ar 
ranged one above the other, and to hold the 
same against dropping into the compart 
ment 11 when the frame is closed thereover, 
elastic straps 43 are provided which extend 
across the space between the side arms 29 of 
the frame, being readily detachably connect 
ed therewith by hooks 44 secured to their 
ends and received in apertures 45 formed in 
the arms 29. When the dresses or other gar 
ments have thus been draped on a frame and 
the elastic straps attached, the frame may 
be swung downwardly over the compartment 
11 in which position it is supported by suit 
able stops 46 secured to the partition 12 and 
the opposite wall of the case. 
The angular direction of the ends of the 

frame arms and the attaching members 31 
places the point of pivot rearwardly and up 
wardly with respect to the compartment 11 
so that when the case is closed it is received 
within the cover, and when the case is open 
and the frame is raised to its position illus 
trated in Figure 1, the raised position of the 
pivots 30 causes the bar 40 of the frame to 
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substantially align with the top edge of the 
open cover, as best illustrated in Figure 3. 
This arrangement is particularly advanta 
geous as it facilitates the removal of the in 
nermost garments from the frame. 
When it is desired to remove one of the 

innermost garments from the frame, the elas 
tic straps 43 are removed, and those there 
the cover where they are supported inde 
pendently of the frame which may then be 
moved slightly forward and the desired gar 
ment removed without in any way disturb 
ing the arrangement of the other garments. 
The remaining garments may be then re 
draped over the bar 40. 
By omitting the shoe receiving compart 

ment, the case may be adapted for only gar 
ments, thus reducing its overall length. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
it will be readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art to which an invention of the char 
acter described appertains, that we have pro 
vided an improved hand luggage carrier 
which may be constructed in an exceptional 
ly light manner and which combines in a 
single convenient carrier, shoe and garment 
carrying facilities. 
What we claim as our invention is: 
1. In a case type luggage carrier includ 

ing a main section member having a garment 
receiving compartment and a cover member 
hinged thereto, a substantially U shaped 
frame upon which garments may be draped 
the garments being received over the close 
end of the U shaped frame, and means pivot 
ally mounting the frame in the garment re 
ceiving compartment whereby it is movable 
to a position over the open top of the gar 
ment receiving compartment to provide an 
internal cover therefor and to a substantial 

5 5 

ly vertical position approximately parallel 
with the cover member when open. 

2. In a luggage carrier of the character de 
scribed including a main section and a cover 
member hinged thereto, a garment carrying 
frame comprising side arms having their 
outer ends connected by a bar upon which 
garments may be draped, and attaching mem 
bers pivotally connected with the opposite 
ends of the side arms to pivotally mount the 
frame in the carrier, the pivotal connection 
between the attaching members and the gar 

5 ment carrying frame side arms being juxta 
pose the hinged connection between the main 
section member and cover member and per 
miting movement of the frame independently 
of the cover member. 

3. In a luggage carrier of the character 
described, a garment carrying frame com 
prising side arms having their outer ends 
connected by a bar upon which garments may 
be draped, attaching members pivotally con 
nected with the opposite ends of the side 
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arms, and means carried by the carrier for 
removably receiving the attaching members 
whereby the frame is pivotally mounted with 
respect to the carrier and is removable there 
from. 

4. In a luggage carrier of the character 
described including a main section having a 
garment receiving compartment and a cover 
member hinged to the main section, a parti 
tion dividing the garment receiving com 
partment and forming a well, a garment 
carrying frame, means pivotally mounting 
the garment carrying frame at a point ad 
jacent the well, whereby garments draped 
Over the frame have a portion thereof posi 
tioned within the well, and said frame being 
movable to a position over the open top of 
the garment receiving compartment inde 
pendently of the cover member. 

5. In a luggage carrier of the character de 
scribed including a main section having a 
garment receiving compartment and a cover 
member hinged to the main section, a parti 
tion dividing the garment receiving compart 
ment and forming a well, a garment carrying 
frame, means pivotally mounting the gar 
ment carrying frame at a point adjacent 
the well whereby garments draped over 
the frame have a portion thereof. po 
sitioned within the well, said frame being 
movable to a position over the open top 
of the garment receiving compartment inde 
pendently of the cover member, and means 
preventing the garments carried thereby 
from dropping downwardly into the gar 
ment receiving compartment when the frame 
is moved to said position. 

6. In a case type luggage carrier includ 
ing a main section member and a cover mem 
ber therefor, a garment carrying frame, 
means movably mounting the frame in the 
main section member to be movable inde 
pendently of the cover member to a position 
adjacent the open cover of the case whereby 
garments draped thereon may be thrown 
back over the adjacent edge of the cover to 
facilitate the removal of the other garments 
carried by the frame. 

7. In a case type luggage carrier including 
a main section member and a cover member 
therefor hingedly connected with the main 
Section member adjacent one marginal edge, 
a garment carrying frame hingedly connected 
with the main section member adjacent the 
hinged connection of the cover member with 
the main section member, said garment car 
rying frame including a bar over which gar 
ments may be draped, and said frame being 
movable to a position at which its bar is sub 
stantially adjacent the free edge of the cover 
whereby garments draped thereon may be 
readily thrown back over the cover without 
disturbing their arrangement. 

8. In a case type luggage carrier includ 
ing a main section member and a cover mem 
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ber hingedly connected to one marginal edge 
thereof, a garment carrying frame, means 
hingedl 
frame for movement independently of the 
cover member to lie over the main section 
member and for movement substantially 
parallel with that of the cover member, and 
means whereby the point of pivot of the gar 
ment carrying frame is disposed within the 
cover member when the garment carrying 
frame and the cover member are closed over 
the main section. 

9. In a luggage carrier including a main 
section and a cover for the main section and 
hinged thereto along one side thereof, a gar 
ment carrying form, means pivotally mount 
ing the garment carrying form in the carrier 
S. acent to and parallel with the cover hinge, 
said garment carrying form being adapted to 
have garments draped over its free end and 
being movable-with the garments draped 
thereover-over the main section independ 
ently of the cover to provide an internal cover 
for the main section and being further adapt 
ed to be moved in correspondence with the 
cover whereby garments draped thereover 
may be thrown back over the cover to facil 
itate the removal of other garments carried 
by the form. 

10. In a luggage carrier including a main 
section and a cover for the main section and 
hinged thereto along one side thereof, a gar 
ment carrying form, means pivotally mount 
ing the garment carrying form in the carrier 
adjacent to and parallel with the cover hinge, 
said garment carrying form being adapted to 
have garments draped over its free end and 
being movable-with the garments draped 
thereover--over the main section independ 
ently of the cover to provide an internal 
cover for the main section and being further 
adapted to be moved in correspondence with 
the cover whereby garments draped there 
over may be thrown back over the cover to 
facilitate the removal of other garments car 
ried by the form, and fastening means re 
taining the undermost portions of the gar 
ments against the form when in position over 
the main section. 

11. In a case type luggage carrier includ 
ing a main section and a cover hingedly con 
nected with one marginaledge thereof, a gar 
ment carrying frame including side arms, a 
member connecting the outer ends of the side 
arms and over which garments may be 
draped, attaching members pivotally con 
nected with the inner ends of the side arms, 
means mounting the attaching members in 
the main section, the ends of said attaching 
members being extended angularly to posi 
tion the pivot point between said members 
and frame side bar ends well into the cover 
when the cover is closed over the main section. 

12. In a luggage carrier of the character 
described, including a main section having 

mounting the garment carrying 
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a garment receiving compartment, a cover 
hingedly connected with the main section, a 
garment carrying frame of approximately 
U shape, means pivotally mounting the gar 
ment carrying frame at a point juxtapose the 
hinged connection between the cover and 
main section whereby the lower portions of 
garments draped over the frame are posi 
tioned close to the main section wall adjacent 
the cover hinge when the frame is in a ver 
tical position, said frame being movable over 
the open top of the garment receiving com 
partment independently of the cover, and 
garment retaining means traversing the sides 
of the garment carrying frame at a point 
adjacent the pivotal mounting thereof where 
by the extreme lower end portions of gar 
ments draped over the frame assume an an 
gular position with respect thereto close to 
the rear wall of the main section when the 
frame is moved to a position over the top 
of the main section. 

13. In a case type luggage carrier having 
hingedly connected main section and cover 
members, a garment carrying frame includ 
ing side members and a transverse bar con 
necting the outer end portions of the side 
members and over which garments may be 
draped to hang on opposite sides of the 
frame, and means adjacent the hinge connec 
tion between said members for movably 
mounting the garment carrying frame for 
movement independently of the cover mem 
ber to and from an approximately right angu 
lar position with respect to the main section 
member and an approximately horizontal po 
sition over the main section member. 

14. In a case type luggage carrier having 
hingedly connected main section and cover 
members, each comprising rigid bottom and 
side walls and means limiting the opening 
movement of the cover member beyond a po sition approximately right angular with re 
Spect to the main section member, a garment 
carrying frame including side members and a 
transverse barconnecting the outer end por 
tions of the side members and over which 
garments may be draped to hang on opposite 
sides of the frame, and means pivotally 
mounting the inner end portions of the gar 
ment carrying frame side members on a rigid 
Wall of one member at a point adjacent the 
hinge connection between the sections, where by the garment carrying frame may be swung 
in correspondence with the cover member to 
and from an approximately right angular po 
sition with respect to the main section mem 
ber and to and from a position over the main 
Section member, the angle of the first men 
tioned position of the garment carrying 
frame being defined by the means limiting 
the opening movement of the cover member. 

15. In a case type luggage carrier having 
hingedly connected main section and cover 
members, a garment carrying frame includ 
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ing side members and a transverse bar con 
necting the outer end portions of the side 
members and over which garments may be 

P to hang on oppositesides of the frame, 
5 and means pivotally mounting the garment 
carrying frame at a point adjacent the hinge 
connection between the sections for move 
ment to and from an approximately hori 
Zontal position over the main section mem 

10 ber, and means carried by the garment carry 
ing frame side members and extending there 
over to support the under portions of the 
garments draped over the A. when the 
frame is over the main section member and 

15 thus retain the garments from drooping into 
the main section member. 

16. A garment carrying case comprising a 
main section and a coversection, each section 
being constituted of rigidly connected walls, 

20 said sections being directly connected along 
one side thereof by a hinge connection, a 
garment carrying frame hinged within the 
case on an axis adjacent and parallel to said 
hinge connection, said frame including a 

25 cross-bar parallel to and remote from said 
axis, and adapted to have garments folded 
thereover, said frame being of such dimension 
that when the case is closed said cross-bar 
lies adjacent the side of the main section op 

30 posite to that which carries the hinged con 
nection, and when the case is open said cross 
bar may be disposed adjacent the free edge 
of said cover section. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto 
35 affixed our signatures. 

GEORGE HENRY WHEARY. 
BENJAMIN M. HAMLN. 
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