
United States Patent (19) 
Feldhausen 

(11) 3,909,001 
(45) Sept. 30, 1975 

54) BINGO CARD WITH ARRAY 
MODIFICATION MEANS 

76 Inventor: Marion L. Feldhausen, 640i 
Scottsville, Wichita, Kans. 67219 

(22 Filed: Dec. 9, 1974 

21 Appl. No.: 530,657 
Related U.S. Application Data 

63 Continuation of Ser. No. 31 1479, Dec. 4, 1972, 
abandoned. 

52 U.S. Cl..... 273/136 F; 273/135 BC; 273/136 H 
(5ll Int. Cl............................................. A63F 3/06 
(58) Field of Search..... 273/130 B, 134 G, 134 GA, 

273/135 B, 135 BC, 136 R., 136 F, 136 H, 
130 R, 130 E; 40/62, 65, 109 

(56) References Cited 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

732,580 6/1903 McGrath................................. 40/62 
937,308 10/1909 Johnson.................................. 40/65 

2,104,895 l/1938 Buses et al.............................. 40/65 
2, 180,049 l l 1939 Hall ........... ... 273/134 G 
2,230,178 1/1941 Campbell .. 273/136 F 
2,576,888 l l 1951 Padgett................................... 40/65 

2,733,067 lf 1956 Moore et al.................. 273/135 BC 
3,048,403 8/1962 Du Bosque, Jr................. 273/130 B 
3,183,003 5/1965 Cates.................. ... 273/136 F 
3,386,739 6/1968 Lino..... ... 273/.435 B 
3,603,592 9/1971 Bury....................... ... 273/135 B 
3,665,618 5/1972 Hahn ............................ 273/135 BC 
3,732,629 5/1973 Spitzner........................ 273/135 BC 

Primary Examiner-Richard J. Apley 
Assistant Examiner-Harry G. Strappello 
Attorney, Agent, or Firm-Robert E. Breidenthal 

57 ABSTRACT 

A bingo card provided with a slidable selector that is 
movable between first and second positions, the selec 
tor has transparent and opaque portions and in its first 
position exposes to view, through a set of spaced win 
dows, the entirety of a sequence of stationary numeri 
cal indicia, while in its second position the opaque 
portions obscure from view a portion of the stationary 
indicia. The opaque portions carry indicia that is ex 
posed to view through the windows (in lieu of the ob 
scured indicia) when the selector is in its second posi 
tlOn. 

14 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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BINGO CARD WITH ARRAY MODIFICATION 
MEANS 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
31 1479, filed Dec. 4, 1972 and now abandoned. 
The present invention relates to new and useful im 

provements in cards for playing bingo and the like, and 
more particularly pertains to a means for manually en 
abling the permitting the numbers displayed in an 
aligned sequence of displayed numerals. 
The primary purpose of the invention is to increase 

the educational value, pleasure and suspense of playing 
games such as or related to bingo, while requiring 
greater alertness on the part of the players, and addi 
tionally, to increase the likelihood of a card becoming 
a winner in a fewer number of calls or plays. 
The invention involves in a bingo playing card of the 

type wherein a positional array of vertical columns and 
horizontal rows of numerical indicia sequences are dis 
played, the improvement comprising in combination 
therewith of means for selectively changing at least one 
of said displayed sequences into an alternative and dif 
ferent displayed sequence, said means including a se 
lector member slidably mounted on the card for recip 
rocating movement between limiting first and second 
positions and operative in said respective positions se 
lectively to display said one sequence and said alterna 
tive sequence. 
An important feature of the invention is the provision 

of a slide movable between two limiting positions, with 
such slide serving in combination with the card to dis 
play, in one version of the invention, one sequence of 
numbers in one of the two positions and a permutation 
of such sequence or a different sequence when in the 
other of such positions; and, i another version of the in 
vention, the substitution of an alternative array of nu 
merical indicia. The latter version of the invention can 
employ yet another slide enabling selective presenta 
tion of a second alternative array. 
These, and other objects, aspects, features and ad 

vantages of the invention will become apparent on con 
sidering the hereinafter described preferred embodi 
ments of the invention, such descriptions being given in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings illustra 
tive thereof, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a bingo card improved 

in accordance with the invention and with the card in 
readiness to commence a game; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 except that the card 

reflects several calls having been played and the per 
muter or number interchanger slide having been shifted 
from its original to its other position; 
FIG. 3 is a vertical cross sectional view taken upon 

the plane of the section line 3-3 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded isometric view taken of the 

card shown in FIG. 1, and illustrates particularly the 
permuter and its mounting; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary isometric view illustrating a 

modified permuter for use in lieu of the permuter of 
FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is an exploded isometric view of a modifica 

tion of the bingo card; 
FIG. 7 is an isometric view of the card of FIG. 6 with 

both of the two selector means in their initial or inac 
tive positions; and, 
FIGS. 8 and 9 are views similar to FIG. 7, however, 

they respectively show one and the other of the two se 
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2 
lector means in their operative or active positions dis 
playing alternative arrays of numerical indicia. 
Referring now to the drawings wherein like numerals 

designate like parts throughout the various views, the 
reference numeral 10 designates the improved bingo 
card generally. 
The term "card' is employed in a somewhat broader 

sense than is customary, the bingo "card' having 
evolved, as will be seen, from a simple printed card 
upon which grains of corn or the like were placed to in 
dicate plays or the location of called numbers to a de 
vice incorporating moving parts to designate called 
numbers that are manually actuable by means of tabs 
extending upwardly through slotted openings in the top 
of the card. 
The card 10 is of a generally rectangular or square 

overall configuration with rounded corners as shown 
and comprises top and bottom walls 12 and 14, respec 
tively, that engage and which are spaced by an interme 
diate wall or spacer plate 16. The walls 12, 14 and 16 
all have continuous peripheral margins and are of the 
same external configuration and size. When assembled 
with other parts yet to be described, the walls 12,14 
and 16 are retained in assembled relationship by a con 
tinuous row of stitching 18 that extends about the card 
10 through the peripheral margins of the walls 12, 14 
and 16 in uniformly spaced proximity to the peripheral 
edges of the card 10 as clearly shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. 
It is to be understood that the walls 12, 14 and 16 are 
preferably made of a paper product such as what is 
commonly called cardboard or pasteboard and the row 
of stitching 18 is ordinary lock stitched cotton, polyes 
ter or nylon thread. 
The top wall 12 is, of course, opaque and is, within 

the confines of the stitching 13, provided with a rectan 
gular array of square windows or openings 20, such 
openings 20 being arranged in five vertical columns 
such as the columns indicated at 22 and 24 and in five 
horizontal rows such as those indicated at 26 and 28. 
Each window of the array of windows 20 is common to 
a single column and single row. For example, a window 
30 is common to column 26 and row 26, a window 32 
is common to column 26 and row 28, a window 34 is 
common to column 22 and row 26, and a window 36 
is common to column 22 and row 28. Every column 
and row of windows is comprised of five windows, and, 
for example, the column 22 includes the previously 
mentioned windows 34 and 36, and windows 38, 40 
and 42. 
The top wall 12 is optionally provided with an addi 

tional window 44 which can be situated below and in 
alignment with a column 46 of windows 20 as shown, 
or at any other location that will not interfere with or 
obstruct the performance of any of the functions here 
inafter described (especially the permitting of numbers 
in any selected column in accordance with the inven 
tion). 
The upper surface of the bottom wall 14 has printed 

thereon an array of numerals 50 corresponding in num 
ber, location and size so as to be in registry with and 
viewable through the windows as will be seen presently. 
In addition, a number 52 such as the numberal 19, for 
example, is printed on the bottom wall 14 in registry 
with the window 44. 
A large proportion of the spacer wall or plate 16 is, 

within the confines of the stitching 18, cut out or re 
moved to provide a hollow space 54 of generally rect 
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angular configuration and defined largely by edges 56, 
58, 60 and 62. The size of the rectangular hollow is 
such that the numerals 50 can be seen through their re 
spective windows 20. The panel 16 is recessed or fur 
ther cut away at 64 along the edge 60 so as to expose 
the numeral 52 through the window 44. 

It is to be noted that the spacing of windows 20 in 
both the columns and the rows is substantial and is in 
each instance about or in excess of the corresponding 
dimensions of the windows 20. A rectangular sheet (66 
of clear transparent plastic material such as cellulose 
acetate is disposed within the hollow 54 and immedi 
ately underlies the top wall 12. The sheet 66 is manu 
ally actuable to move horizontally, that is, from left to 
right or in parallelism to the windows 20 of the rows of 
windows 20 by means designated generally at 68. The 
means 68 comprises a red colored transparent marker 
70 disposed below the sheet 66 that is integral with an 
upstanding tab 72 that extends upwardly through a cor 
respondingly dimensional opening 74 in the sheet 66 
and an elongated horizontal slot 74 in the top wall 12 
that is between the openings 30 and 32 and which is 
disposed as clearly shown in the drawings. 
The tab 72 is movable between the initial position 

shown in FIG. 1 and a playing position shown thereof 
in FIG. 2. The numerical indicia 50 printed on the bot 
tom wall can conveniently in the case of the central 
window 30 be, as shown at 78, the same as that indi 
cated at 52 and in addition thereto (or in lieu thereof) 
includes the word "FREE' in accordance with prac 
tices well known to players of bingo. The indicia 78, 
whatever its character, is viewable of course through 
the central window 30. 
The structure thus far described is entirely conven 

tional and in common and widespread use, and it will 
be readily appreciated that when the tab 72 is in its left 
most or initial position shown thereof in FIG. , the red 
marker 70 is concealed from view through any of the 
windows 20, and that the clear (colorless) sheet 66 is 
in its leftmost and initial position; and that when the tab 
72 is in its rightmost or playing position, the red tinted 
and transparent marker 70 fills the window 30 in that 
the indicia 78 (which can be black printing on a white 
background) appears reddish tinted and the indicia 78 
appears to the observer to be readable black indicia on 
a reddish background, and the sheet 66 is in its right 
most or playing position. 
Every window 20 in the top wall 12 has provided in 

association there with an elongated opening that bears 
the same relationship to such window as the elongated 
opening 72 bears to the window 30, as for example, the 
opening 28 has in association there with an elongated 
opening 80. The sheet 66 has a plurality of elongated 
openings 82 therethrough that are in registry with the 
openings 80, such opening 82 having longitudinal ex 
tents identical to the openings 74 and 80, but having 
greater widths than the openings 80. The longitudinal 
extents of the openings 82 are coincident with the lon 
gitudinal extents of the openings 80 when the sheet 66 
is in its playing position. A plurality of combined 
marker and sheet 66 actuating means 86 are provided, 
one each for each window 20 other than the central 
window 30. Since each means 86 is identical to all the 
others, it will suffice for all to describe only such means 
86 associated with the window 28. The means 86 asso 
ciated with the window 28 comprises a marker 88 (sim 
ilar to the marker 70) disposed below the sheet 66 and 
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4. 
having an integral upstanding tab portion 90 extending 
upwardly through the associated slots 80 and 82. The 
tab 90 is of the same shape and dimensions as the tab 
72. 
As will be understood all the above described struc 

ture is old and widely used, the marker 88 (partially 
viewable in FIG. 2 through the window 28) is hidden 
from view by the top wall 12 when the tab 90 is in the 
position shown in FIG. 1, but entirely fills the view 
through the window 28 when the tab 90 is in the posi 
tion shown of the latter in FIG. 2. When the sheet 66 
is in its leftmost or initial position, movement of the tab 
90 from its leftmost or initial position shown thereof in 
FIG. to its rightmost or playing position shown 
thereof in FIG. 2 forces the sheet 66 to move to its play 
ing position with the further consequence of the 
marker 70 and the tab 72 being moved to their playing 
positions of FIG. 2. Movement of any one of the tabs 
of any of the means does not effect any of the others. 
Movement of the tab 70 to its leftmost or its initial posi 
tion moves all the means 86 to their leftmost or initial 
positions. Movement of the tab 70 to its playing posi 
tion does not move any of the means 83. 
Proceeding now to the improvement of the present 

invention there is provided in association with one or 
more of the columns and/or rows of numerical indicia 
means for changing the numerical values of the num 
bers which are viewable through the windows of such 
columns and/or rows. In the specific form of the inven 
tion illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 4, such improvement 
comprises means for selectively changing the numeri 
cal values displayed through the windows of column 
22, namely, the values displayed through the windows 
38, 40, 34, 36 and 42. 
The present invention is such that the numerical val 

ues displayed in any selected set of columns and/or 
rows can be any combination of numerical values and 
permutation thereof. While any combination of numer 
ical values or permutation thereof can be selectively 
displayed through the windows of any row or column, 
needless to say, the display or displays to be made in 
practicing the invention are to be limited to the display 
of numerical values compatible with permissible nu 
merical arrays. For example, in carrying out the inven 
tion, the change of a displayed array should not present 
a numerical value at a particular window that is not a 
permissible value at such window, or such that a nu 
merical value be presented more times than permissi 
ble. 

In other words, the invention can be applied to pres 
ent any sequence of numerical values in, say, column 
22 (including the sequence 7 - 8 - 7 - 7 - 7); however, 
the invention is to be practiced with numerical value 
selections being made in a manner compatible with the 
man-made rules and customs of bingo. As with about 
any invention, the same can be abused or carried out 
in an absurd or uproductive manner. The selection of 
numerical arrays printed on the bottom wall and the 
possible modifications of such arrays through the win 
dows 20 is not the stuff of this invention per se, and 
such is left to those conversant with the game of bingo 
and probably also conversant with the laws of probabil 
ity concerning the degree such modifications affects 
the average number of plays for a card to be a winner, 
and the avoidance of or minimization of the chance of 
any two cards (of a large group of the latter being si 
multaneous winners. The instant invention is primarily 
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concerned with enabling selective modification in dis 
played arrays, and is within such field of concern also 
secondarily concerned with permuting the numerical 
values displayed in one or more columns, especially a 
permutation involving the interchange of position of 
two numerical values as displayed in a column. For this 
purpose, an elongated and rectangular slide 100 is slid 
ably positioned within the hollow 54 at a position un 
derlying one of the columns of windows 20, column 22 
being illustrated, though it will be apparent that the 
slide 100 could underlie any of the other columns of 
windows. The slide 100 is of appreciable thickness 
though of substantially less thickness than the 
intermediate or spacer wall 16. 
A rectangular sheet of clear and transparent plastic 

102 (such as cellulose acetate) is disposed in the hol 
low 54 below the sheet 66 and the previously described 
markers associated with the tabs 72 and 90. The sheet 
102 overlies the slide 100 and conforms generally in 
size and configuration to the hollow 54 so as to be con 
fined or held in position by the spacer plate edges 56, 
68, 60 and 62. 
The slide 100 had a width substantially greater than 

the width of the windows 38, 40, 34, 36 and 42 and can 
conveniently be at least as great as the center-to-center 
spacing of adjacent columns of the windows. 
The spacer wall 16 is cut out or recessed at 104 and 

106 along the edges 58 and 60 to accommodate the op 
posite end portions 108 and 110 of the slide 100, re 
spectively, during movements of the slide 100 hereinaf 
ter described. The end portion 110 of the slide 100 has 
an upstanding tab 112 fixed thereto that slidably ex 
tends through an elongated slot 114 in the top wall 58, 
The slot has its longitudinal extent aligned centrally 
with the column 22 of windows and is disposed adja 
cent the lower marginal edge 116 of the card 10. As in 
the case of the tabs 72 and 90, the tab 112 is elongated 
in the direction of the elongation of its associated slot. 
When the slide 100 is in its first position, the lower 

end edge 118 of the slide 100 bottoms out in the recess 
106 and the tab 112 is disposed at the lower end of the 
slot 114 as shown in FIGS. 4 and 1, respectively. When 
the slide 100 is moved to its second position, not 
shown, the upper end edge 120 of the slide 100 bot 
toms out in the upper recess 104 and the tab 112 of the 
slide 100 is disposed at its upper position in the slot 114 
as shown in FIG. 2. 

It should be mentioned that movement of the slide 
100 between its first and second positions is effected 
manually by using the tab 112 as a finger grip. In this 
connection, it should be noted that the top wall 12 is 
provided with a doubleheaded arrow indicia 122 adja 
cent the slot 114 to make it clear to a player the direc 
tion of movement of the tab 112 as all the other tabs 
72 and 90 move at right angles thereto, and the lower 
and upper end arrows of the indicia 122 are respec 
tively labeled “NO at 124 and “USE'' at 126 whereby 
to facilitate the player complying with play calls. For 
example, the tab 112 is placed adjacent the legend 
“NO" 124 on starting a game, and either must or can 
optionally (depending on rules, call or custom of the 
house) move the tab 112 to the “USE' 126 position. 
The importance of such a command or optional change 
will be made clear presently. 
The extent of movement of the slide 100 between the 

first and second positions thereof is approximately the 
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6 
center-to-center spacing of adjacent windows in the 
column 22. 
While the slide 100 can have a length such that nei 

ther of the ends 118 or 120 of the slide 100 is ever dis 
played entirely from its associated recess 104 and 106, 
respectively, such an arrangement necessitates a 
greater spacing of the opposite extremities of the reces 
ses 104 and 106 and the likelihood of the card having 
to be increased in overall height (its dimension parallel 
to the extent of the columns of windows). In the pre 
ferred construction, the slide 100 is shortened to such 
an extend that the upper end 120 of the slide is entirely 
removed from the recess 104 when the slide is in its 
first position shown in FIGS. 1 and 4. While some guid 
ing effect on the motion of the slide 100 is imparted by 
the side edges 132 and 134 of the recess 106 and by the 
tab 12 in the slot 114, such guiding effect may be in 
adequate and more reliable guiding means is provided 
in the preferred construction, the same being in the 
form of a rectangular piece of flexible and clear trans 
parent plastic sheet material such as cellulose acetate 
being positioned between overlapping portions of the 
bottom wall 14 and the spacer wall 16. The wall 150 
underlies the entire extent of the recess 104 and is se 
cured to the spacer wall 16 by a pair of staples 152 on 
opposite sides of the recess 104. The staples 152 are 
not essential as it is preferred that the stitching extends 
through the sheet 150, but simplifies proper assembly. 
The sheet 150 projects into the hollow 52 toward the 

recess 106, and is provided with a slot 154 therein that 
is in alignment with the slide 100 and the recesses 104 
and 106. The sheet 150 and its slot 154 serve to guide 
the slide 100 as the latter extends between the free 
edge 156 of the guide sheet 150 (between the latter and 
the bottom wall 14) and thence slidably extends 
through the slot 154 and thence between the sheets 102 
and 150. The flexibility of the sheet 150 permits such 
distortion of the latter about the slot 154 that the slide 
100 is substantially flush with opposite sides of the 
sheet 150 on opposite sides of the slot 154. 

It is thought evident that the slotted sheet 150 will 
serve to guide the movement of the slide 100 to keep 
the latter in alignment with the recess 104. 
The slide 100 is such that differeing sets of numerals 

are viewed through the windows of column 22 when 
the slide is in its first and second positions. The slide 
100 of FIGS. 1-4 is formed of a clear transparent sheet 
of plastic material such as cellulose acetate. 
Selected portions of the longitudinal extent of the 

slide is provided with numerical indicia. Such numeri 
cal indicia comprises an opaque background of one 
color having opaquely printed thereon in a contrasting 
color a numeral. A portion of the slide 100 that is so 
modified from clear transparency can be disposed 
along the length of the slide 100 (when the latter is in 
its first position) so as to be either in registry with one 
of the windows 38, 40, 34, 36 or 42, or in registry with 
an opaque portion of the top wall 12 intermediate or 
directly below one of such windows. 
For example, the slide 100 can be provided with 

opaque indicia 170 and 172 such as described above 
that are positioned on the slide to be in registry with the 
opaque top wall portions 174 and 176, respectively, 
when the slide 100 is in its first position. The top wall 
portions 174 and 176 are intermediate windows 34 and 
36, and 36 and 42, respectively. No portion of the indi 
cia 170 and 172 (numeral or background) is visable 
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through any of the windows when the slide is in its first 
position shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, but such indicia 170 
and 172 are displayed through and constitute the entire 
view through the windows 34 and 36, respectively, 
when the slide 100 is in its second position as shown in 
FIG. 2. 
The indicia 50 on the bottom wall includes the nu 

merical indicia 180, 182, 184, 186 and 188, respec 
tively, in registry with the windows 38, 40, 34, 36 and 
42; such indicia being illustrated as the numerals 8, 12, 
2, 6 and 7 in the illustrated embodiment. As shown in 
FIG. , the indicia 180, 182, 184, 186 and 188 are 
viewable through or displayed through the windows 38, 
40, 34, 36 and 42, such indicia being easily seen 
through the sheets 66 and 102, and the transparent 
slide, as well as the exposed extent of the guide sheet 
150. 
When the slide 100 is moved to its second position, 

the indicia 170 and 172 covers up and entirely conceals 
the indicia 184 and 186, respectively. In other words, 
the displayed numerical sequence is changed, reading 
top to bottom, from 8, 12, 2, 6 and 7 to 8, 12, 6, 2 and 
7; that is, the initial sequence is permuted by the inter 
change of position of two numerals. Thus the illustrated 
structure can be called a permuting means. 
Indeed, such is a narrow view of the capability of the 

illustrated structure, inasmuch as a second sequence of 
numbers can be substituted for the initial sequence. 
Such second set can involve the same combination as 
shown on any desired different combination in any de 
sired permutation. Only one to as many as five (assum 
ing five windows) indicia can be placed on the slide 150 
in positions concealed by the top wall 12 when the slide 
100 is in its first position instead of only two. 
Furthermore, noting that movement of the slide 100 

from its second to its first position changes the dis 
played sequence from 8, 12, 6, 2 and 7 to 8, 12, 2, 6 
and 7, the slide may alternately or additionally be pro 
vided with from one to five indicia that are exposed to 
view solely when the slide 100 is in its first position. In 
the limit, ten indicia can be placed on the slide 100 with 
selective display of one set of five indicia and the other 
set of five indicia interdigitated there with. In such lim 
ited case, the slide 100 can, of course, be entirely 
opaque. 

It is important to note that the indicia on the slide can 
present numerals in the same color and on the same 
color background as employed in the case of the indicia 
50 on the bottom wall 14, though such need not be the 
case, and if desired the indicia (or some of the indicia) 
on the slide 100 can employ tinted numerals and back 
grounds such as to appear as though the marker means 
86 had been actuated relative thereto. 
The invention can increase the chance of any card 

being a winner and at the same time reduce the number 
of calls or plays required to obtain a winner thus stimu 
lating greater interest and speeding activities. 
Permuting or sequence changing means can be ap 

plied to any selected column, such as columns 24 or 46 
in lieu of or in addition to such means illustrated and 
described relative to column 22. Indeed, sequence 
changing means can be provided for all five of the col 
umns in which event the various slides have sliding lat 
eral edges which serve to mutually guide each other. 
While the means for changing or presenting entirely 

different number sets or sequences has been shown as 
applied to a vertical column of windows, the principles 
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8 
of the invention are equally applicable to horizontal 
rows of windows. 
Attention is now directed to the form of the invention 

shown in FIG. 5 which differs from that shown in FIGS. 
1-4 solely in the form of the slide. The slide of FIG. 5 
is designated at 200 and has the same peripheral di 
mensions as the side 100 and bears the same relation 
ships to the other parts of the card as, for example, to 
the guide sheet 150 and the slot 154. The slide 200 in 
cludes or is provided with an upstanding tab 202 identi 
cal to the tab 112 and extends through the top wall slot 
114. 
The slide 200 is of opaque material and has indicia 

204 and 206 thereon at the positions of indicia 170 and 
172 of the slide 100. The slide has rectangular cutouts 
208 and 210 so that no part of the slide 200 is visable 
through the windows 38, 40, 34, 36 and 42 when the 
slide 200 is in its first position (shown in FIG. 5), and 
so that no part of the slide 200 is visable through the 
windows 38, 40 aand 42 when the slide is in its second 
position which exposes the indicia 204 and 206, respec 
tively, through the windows 34 and 36. The cutout por 
tions 208 and 210 function as though such portions of 
the longitudinal extent of the slide 200 was transparent 
as in the case of the slide 100. 
Attention is now directed to the modified form of the 

invention shown in FIGS. 6, 7, 8 and 9. This modified 
form of the invention is designated generally at 300 and 
in a number of respects is fairly similar to the previ 
ously described form of the invention in that the same 
includes a bottom wall 302 of opaque material on 
which a numerical array 304 is presented that is in reg 
istry with an array 306 of windows or openings in an 
opaque top wall 308. The top and bottom walls 308 and 
302 are, excepting only distinctions hereinafter pointed 
out specifically, generally similar to the previously de 
scribed top and bottom walls 10 and 12 of the card 10. 
As in the case of the card 10, the top and bottom walls 
308 and 30 engage and are peripherally secured, as by 
stitching 310, to an intermediate wall or spacer plate 
312. The latter, except as hereinafter indicated, is simi 
lar to the intermediate wall 16 of the card 10. 
The central part of the intermediate or spacing wall 

312 is cut away to accommodate movable parts of the 
card 300 disposed within the card 300 in space 314 
therein that is laterally bounded by upper and lower 
edges 316 and 318, and side edges 320 and 322. 
Conventionally and as in the case of the card 10, a 

clear plastic sheet 324 is disposed below the top wall 
308 and the same is fixed to an upstanding tab 326 that 
extends through an elongated slot 328 in the top wall 
308 in the proximity of a window 330 in the center of 
the square five-by-five window array 306. Each of the 
windows other than window 330 is associated with an 
upstanding tab slidable in and extending upwardly 
through an elongated slot adjacent to its respective 
window. Each of such other tabs is also slidable in an 
elongated slot in the clear sheet 324. A pair of such 
tabs are shown at 332 and 334 in association with win 
dows 340 and 342, respectively, and such tabs are re 
spectively slidable, solely in the horizontal direction, in 
slots 344 and 346. 
The tab 326 is L-shaped and includes a flat portion 

350 that underlies the sheet 324 and is in registry with 
the window 330 when and only when the tab 350 and 
the sheet are moved to the right to an extent limited by 
the length of the slot 328. Such tab portion 350 is en 
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tirely hidden by the top wall 308 when the tab 326 is 
moved to its leftmost position in the slot 328. 
The exemplary tabs 332 and 334 slidably extend 

through slots 352 and 354, respectively in the sheet 
324, and also include flat, indicia bearing portions 356 
and 358, respectively, that underlie the clear and trans 
parent sheet of plastic (such as cellulose acetate, for 
example) 324; such tab portions 356 and 358 being 
hidden by the top wall 308 and viewable through the 
windows 336 and 338 (and the sheet 324) when the 
tabs are respectively at the left and right ends of their 
respective slots 344 and 346. 
The arrangement is conventional and essentially that 

previously described in connection with card 10 in that 
all tabs are moved to the left and their respective indi 
cia bearing portions hidden by the top wall 308 when 
the tab 326 is moved to the left, the tab 326 acting on 
the sheet 324 which in turn acts on all the other tabs. 
The sheet 324 and the tab 326 are moved to the right 
(if not already in their rightmost positions) whenever 
any of the other tabs, such as the tab 334, is moved to 
the right, the tab 334 acting on the sheet 324 and the 
sheet 324 acting solely on the tab 326. 
The edges 320 and 322 of the spacer wall are spaced 

more than far enough to accommodate the sheet 324 
in its described movements. 
Aside from discussing such indicia as may be carried 

by the tab portions 350, 356 and 358, the structure of 
the card 300 thus far discussed requires no further 
elaboration and the same is true of the function thereof 
in view of the operation of the corresponding parts of 
the card 10. The functions of the tabs 326,332 and 334 
correspond to correspondingly positioned tabs of the 
card 10. 
A pair of slidable, indicia bearing selector means are 

provided for selectively displaying a selected one of 
two alternative arrays of numerical values through the 
window array 306 in lieu of the array of numerical indi 
cia 304 that is normally displayed through the window 
array 306. Such two selector means are generally desig 
nated at 370 and 372. The selector means 370 con 
prises a generally flat and rectangular slide member 
374 disposed in the space 314, preferably directly 
below the sheet 324 and the tabs 326, 332 and 334. 
The member 374 has at its upper or top end a pair of 
oppositely extending laterally extending portions 376 
and 378 that terminate in edges 380 and 382, respec 
tively. The edges 380 and 382 have a spacing less than 
(but preferably such as to make sliding and guiding 
contact with) the edges 320 and 322, respectively, of 
the spacer wall 312. The preferred spacing is such that 
assembly of the card 300 is facilitated as will be appre 
ciated by those skilled in the art, and such that the 
movement of the slide member 374 is smoothly guided. 
the portions 376 and 378 are respectively provided 

with upstanding and elongated tabs fixed thereto that 
respectively extend upwardly through a pair of elon 
gated slots 388 and 390 in the top wall 308. In addition, 
the slide member 374 is provided with another up 
standing tab 392 that extends upwardly through a slot 
394 in the top wall. As clearly shown in the drawings, 
the slots 388 and 390 are spaced respectively to the left 
and right of the upper part of the window array 306, 
and the slot 394 is disposed below the central part of 
the window array 306. 
The arrangement is such that the tabs 384, 386 and 

392 respectively slide in the slots 388,390 and 394 and 

O 
coact therewith to guide and limit vertical sliding 
movement of the slide member 374 between an inac 
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tive or lower position and an active or upper position 
that correspond to the relative positions shown of the 
parts in FIGS. 7 and 8. 
The slide member has a plurality of horizontally 

spaced opaque bands 400, 402, 404, 406 and 408, and 
such bands are connected by clear and transparent 
bands 410, 412,414 and 416, and a clear and transpar 
ent band 418 is disposed above the opaque band 408. 
The width of and positioning of the bands 400-418 are 
such in relation to the dimensions of the windows of the 
array 306 and in relation to the extend of the vertical 
movement of the slide member permitted by the slots 
388,390 and 394 that horizontal rows of windows 420, 
422, 426 and 428 are in registry respectively with 
bands 418, 410, 412,414 and 416 when the slide mem 
ber 374 is in its inactive or lower position shown in FIG. 
7, are respectively in registry with opaque bands 400, 
402, 404, 406 and 408 when the slide member is in its 
active or upper position shown in FIG. 8. The slide 
member 374 can be moved between the inactive and 
active positions by finger gripping and gently forcing 
one or more of the tabs 384, 386 or 392 in the appro 
priate direction, it being understood that the slide 
member 374 tends to a modest degree to be frictionally 
retained in any position in which it happens to be dis 
posed. 

In the preferred construction, the part of the slide 
member 374 constituted of the bands 400-418 is a sin 
gle sheet of clear and transparent plastic, having a 
heavily pigmented and highly cohesive paint applied 
thereto to constitute the opaque bands 400-408. Pref 
erably the highly pigmented paint is white in color. 
Against the opacity of the painted bands 400-408 is 
painted an array of indicia 430 such as the word 
"FREE' at 432 and the numerals 29 and 3 respectively 
at 434 and 436. When in its active or upper position, 
the indicia 432, 434 and 436 respectively register with 
and are viewable through the windows 330, 336 and 
338, respectively. 
Unless the array 304 on the bottom wall 302 is ob 

Scured by selector means 372, the array 304 is viewable 
through the window array 306 when the selector means 
370 is in the condition shown in FIG. 1; however, when 
the Selector means is moved to the position shown in 
FIG. 8, the array 304 is totally obscured by the opaque 
bands 400-408, and the alternative array 430 is in reg 
istry with and viewable through the window array 304. 
The array 430 can bear any desired numerical relation 
to the array 304. By way of example one, two or more 
of the vertical rows of numerical indicia of the array 
430 can be permutations of the corresponding vertical 
rows of indicia 304. On the other hand, the arrays 304 
and 430 can have only a random relationship to each 
other and actuation of selector means 370 can be effec 
tively the same as having selected an entirely different 
conventional bingo card. 

Preferably, the indicia 430 is of a color distinct from 
that of indicia 304. The latter can, for example, be 
black printed or painted on a white background, with 
the indicia 403 being green on a white background. 
Preferably the tabs 384, 386 and 392 are of the same 
color (green in this example) as the indicia 430 to 
clearly relate such tabs to the array of indicia 430. 
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For a reason to become apparent, the lower left por 
tion of the slide member 374 is cut out as indicated at 
440. 
The selector means 372 is quite similar to the selec 

tor means 370 and includes a slide member 450 inter 
posed between the slide member 374 and the bottom 
wall 302. The slide member 450 is provided with up 
standing tabs 452, 454 and 456 that project upwardly 
through slots 458, 460 and 462, respectively, in the top 
wall 308. The slots 458, 460 and 462 are disposed rela 
tive to the slots 388, 390 and 394 as clearly shown in 
the drawings, and the tabs 452, 454 and 456 are mov 
able in such slots between positions corresponding to 
an inactive or lower position and an active or upper po 
sition as shown respectively in FIGS. 8 and 9. 
As in the case of the slide member 374, the slide 

member 450 is constituted of a plurality of alternate 
bands of clear transparent material such as the bands 
shown at 500 and 502, and of opaque bands such as 
those shown at 504 and 506. The opaque bands can be 
opaque by reason of white paint, as in the case of the 
slide member 374. The opaque bands of the slide mem 
ber 450 are provided with indicia 510 in a manner anal 
ogous to the indicia 430 of the slide member 374. The 
color of the indicia 510 is chosen to be distinct from 
that of the indicia 304 and of the indicia 430. The indi 
cia 304 can be black and the indicia 430 can be green 
as mentioned previously, and in such case the indicia 
510 can conveniently be red. The tabs 452, 454 and 
456 are preferably of the same color as the indicia 510. 
From the description previously given of the opera 

tion of the selector means 370, the operation of the se 
lector means 372 will be readily understood in that 
when the slide member 450 is in its inactive or lower 
position as in FIGS. 7 and 8, the latter (by reason of its 
clear transparent bands being in registry with the win 
dow array 306) does not obstruct viewing the indicia 
304 through the window array 306; however, the indi 
cia 510 is viewable, when the slide member is in its ac 
tive or upper position, through the window array 306 
(provided selector means 370 is inactive), and in any 
event the indicia 304 is obscured and hidden. 

In view of the foregoing, the indicia 304 is exposed 
to view through the window array 306 in FIG. 7 as both 
selector means 370 and 372 are inactive. In FIG. 8, the 
indicia 430 is exposed to view as the uppermost selec 
tor means is active so as to conceal not only the indicia 
304, but also to conceal the indicia 450 should the se 
lector means 372 be in its active position rather than 
the inactive position shown thereof in FIG. 8. In a very 
real sense the selector means 370 can be said to be 
dominant over the selector means 372. In FIG. 9, the 
indicia 450 is exposed to view, and indicia 304 as the 
selector means 372 is in its active position and the se 
lector means is in its inactive position. 
Whereas each of the selector means 370 and 372 

tends to be lightly held against movement at all times 
by frictional forces, such forces as they exist between 
the selector means 370 and 372 are insufficient by rea 
son of only a light contact therebetween to cause move 
ment of one to cause frictionally moving the other. 
The cutout portion 440 of the slide member 374 and 

a cutout portion 520 of the slide member 450 precludes 
the tabs 392 and 456 interfering with relative move 
ment of the slide members. 
While the provision of two selector means 370 and 

372 afford selectively substituting either one of two dis 
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12 
tinct numerical arrays for that of the indicia 304, it is 
believed that such flexibility is sufficient and the addi 
tion of yet more selector means in a manner that will 
now be very obvious is not believed necessary or partic 
ularly desirable as such provisions would increase costs 
and tend to make observance of the indicia 304 more 
difficult through a greater number of transparent por 
tions of slide members, unless clear parts are cut out as 
much as possible as in the case of the variation of the 
invention shown in FIG. 5. 

Indicia 522 and 524 are placed adjacent the slots 462 
and 394 to indicate use of the selector means 372 and 
370, respectively. 
As in the case of the card 10, indicia 528 is placed on 

the bottom wall 302 in registry with a window 530 in 
the top wall 308 to afford specific numerical identifi 
cation of the card 300. 
Attention is now directed to the appended claims. 
claim: 

1. In a bingo playing card of the type wherein the 
card has thereon a positional array of vertical columns 
and horizontal rows of numerical indicia constituting 
numerical sequences that are normally displayed to 
view, the improvement comprising in combination 
therewith of indicia carrying means for selectively ob 
scuring a portion only of the indicia constituting one of 
said displayed indicia sequences while exposing to 
unobscured view the indicia constituting the remaining 
portion of such one of said displayed sequences while 
displaying to view other numerical indicia in lieu posi 
tionally of that obscured by such means, whereby an 
alternative and different numerical sequence from said 
one sequence is exposed to view, said means including 
a selector member slidably mounted on the card for re 
ciprocating movement between limiting first and sec 
ond positions and operative in said respective positions 
selectively to display said one sequence and to display 
said alternative sequence while obscuring said portion 
of the indicia, said selector member carrying for move 
ment therewith said other numerical indicia, with said 
selector member being movable relative to the indicia 
on the card. 

2. The combination of claim 1, wherein said selector 
member additionally includes means operatively asso 
ciated with the indicia of another of said normally dis 
played sequences and is operative in its first and second 
positions selectively to display respectively said an 
other of said display sequences and to display indicia 
carried by the member to constitute another alternative 
Secquence. 

3. The combination of claim 1, including a second in 
dicia carrying selector member movable between first 
and second positions, and means connected with said 
second selector member for changing the indicia dis 
played upon movement of the second member from its 
first to its second position. 

4. The combination of claim 3, wherein said second 
Selector member overlies the first mentioned selector 
member. 

5. The combination of claim 1, wherein said card in 
cludes with respect to the indicia constituting said one 
sequence a series of windows therein through which 
numerical indicia is displayed, with said windows being 
spaced from each other by opaque portions, said other 
numerical indicia carried by the selector member being 
in registry with and obscured by said opaque portions 
and being in registry with and displayed through the 



3,909,001 
13 

windows respectively when said selector member is in 
its first and second positions. 

6. The combination of claim 5, wherein said selector 
member has a window therein that is in registry with a 
window in the card and an opaque portion of the card 
respectively when the selector member is in said one 
and in said other of the two recited positions of the lat 
te. 

7. The combination of claim 6, wherein said window 
in the selector member is comprised of the latter having 
an opening therethrough. 

8. The combination of claim 6, wherein said window 
in the selector member is comprised of the latter in 
cluding a transparent portion. 

O 

9. A bingo card of the type for displaying an array of 15 
numerical indicia that includes a top wall that is pro 
vided with an array of windows for enabling the visual 
observance of numerical indicia that may be disposed 
below the top wall and in registry with the windows, 
each of the latter being spaced from each other by 
opaque portions of the top wall, in combination with 
numerical indicia bearing selector means slidably 
mounted below said top wall for movement between 
two positions wherein a plurality of numerical indicia 
thereon is selectively disposed in concealment by 
opaque portions of the top wall and in visually exposed 
locations in registry with a plurality of windows, 
whereby differing numerical arrays can be displayed on 
movement of the selector means between its positions, 
said bingo card including a bottom wall that is fixed in 
position relative to the top wall, and numerical indicia 
on said bottom wall in registry with the windows, said 
selector means including both opaque and transparent 
portions that respectively overlie at least some of said 
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indicia on the botton wall when the selector means is 
moved between its positions, and said indicia bearing 
selector means bearing its indicia on said opaque por 
tions thereof. 

10. The combination of claim 9, wherein the trans 
parent portions of the selector means comprise the lat 
ter having openings therethrough. 

11. The combination of claim 9, wherein the trans 
parent portions of the selector means comprise the lat 
ter including transparent solid material. 

12. The combination of claim 9, wherein the win 
dows in the top wall are defined by said top wall having 
openings therethrough. 

13. The combination of claim 9, including a second 
indicia bearing selector means substantially identical in 
structure to the first mentioned indicia bearing selector 
means, said second selector means underlying the first 
mentioned selector means and being interposed be 
tween the latter and the bottom wall, said first men 
tioned and the second selector means and the indicia 
on the bottom wall being so constructed and arranged 
that three mutually distinct numerical indicia arrays are 
presented upon (a) the first mentioned and the second 
selector means both being in one position, (b) only one 
of them being in its other position, and (c) only the 
other of them being in its other position. 

14. The combination of claim 13, wherein three mu 
tually distinct colors are present in association with the 
three mutually distinct numerical arrays, with the indi 
cia on the first mentioned selector means, on the bot 
tom wall and on the second selector means incorporat 
ing respectively said three mutually distinct colors. 
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