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This invention concerns improvements relating to card 
board and like cartons and has for an object to provide 
a construction advantageous, when charged with an article 
cor articles, to make a substantially flat package con 
Venient for handling and transport without likelihood of 
the goods unintentionally slipping out of the carton. 

According to the present invention, a cardboard or 
like carton is a flat object comprising front and back, and 
a closure flap at one or more of the sides of the carton, 
the flap or each flap having a locking tongue such as can 
be pressed by the finger to engage in a slit or slot or a 
recess in or on the body of the carton beneath such flap 
and prevent unintentional opening of the flap when en 
gaged after usual manner in a slit or slot of the body. 
As made, the body of the carton suitably is of single 

fold construction between front and back, and preferably 
is grooved or scored at a short spacing from its edges to 
allow boxing at such edges to facilitate reception of an 
article or articles in the carton. In the latter case, a per 
manent closure of the carton at an edge opposite the flap 
edge, by means of a fold-over portion, suitably has this 
portion cut away at the ends substantially as far as the 
grooving or scoring at opposite sides of the back, so 
as to avoid locse projecting parts of the fold-over portion 
at the ends of this portion, when the edge parts of the 
carton are boxed or expanded to enable the carton to 
receive a relatively thick article or a plurality of thinner 
articles. 

In order to enable the invention to be readily under 
stood, reference is directed by way of example to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevation of a blank from which to 

prepare a carton according to this invention, 
FEGURE 2 an elevation of the completed and closed 

and locked carton, 
FIGURE 3 a fragmentary section on the line III-III 

of FIGURE 2, and 
FIGURE 4 a perspective view of the carton substantial 

ly as it appears in use with its edge parts boxed or ex 
panded as aforesaid. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated by way of 

eXaimple in the drawings is a carton of rectangular form 
made from a blank which, as shown in FIGURE 1, com 
prises two rectangular main portions , 2, the latter one 
slightly narrower than the other. These portions are 
hinged together by a single fold 3 and at the edge of the 
wider portion 1, opposite to such fold, is a narrow strip 
like portion 4 likewise hinged by a single fold 5. The 
portion 1 forms the front of the carton which, in gen 
eral, is somewhat like a known form of correspondence 
envelope. The other two portions 2, 4 combine to 
form the back of the carton, as will be apparent from 
FIGURE. 2. As shown, the portion 4 is first folded over 
against the inner surface of the front and the portion 2 
folded over so as to overlap the former on the outside, 
the two being stuck together by adhesive over the region 
indicated by 6. At the top of the front part of the carton 
is a fold-over flap 7 which, after usual manner, is tongued, 
as at 8, to enter a transverse, and slightly sloping, slit or 
slot 9 in the back, for closure of the carton. 
The back and front of the body of the carton are 

grooved or scored, as at 30, along and at a short distance 
from all their edges (if desired except the lower edge of 
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the back as shown), to allow the edge boxing of the car 
ton aforesaid. The closure flap 7 also is grooved or 
scored, as at 11, along and at a short distance from its 
root part which is hinged at 12 to the front. At the bot 
tom of the front, the blank has a relatively narrow fold 
over part 13 grooved or scored, as at 14, similarly to the 
front and back of the carton. This narrow part i3 is 
chamfered off inwardly, as at 15, at about 45° from the 
ends of its fold 16 to its groove or score i4 and from the 
Outer end of the chamfer is straightened off, as at 17, and 
(then rounded off at its outer corners, to give it a flat 
tongue-like form 8. 
When the front and back parts have been folded over 

relatively to one another from the blank at the folds 3 
and 5 and secured by adhesive as aforesaid, the bottom 
flap 3 is folded over at 6 on to the back and also 
secured by adhesive, thereby completing the formation of 
the body of the carton. 

In order, substantially, to avoid treble thickness of 
the back when the back parts 2, 4 and the bottom flap 
i3 are thus folded over and secured, the narrow fold-over 
part 4 of the body may be rectangularly cut away at the 
bottom, as at A9, beneath the adjacent end of such flap 
and the part of the back over which that end is folded. 
In FIGURE 2, the flap 13 is broken away partly to show 
the situation of 19 in the completed carton. 
The grooving or scoring at 10 and 11 allows of the 

boxing of the edges of the carton, hereinbefore men 
tioned, substantially after the manner shown at the top 
and righthand sides of FIGURE 4 and, as will be seen, 
?the bottom flap 13 will present no loose parts laterally 
projecting beyond 15 and 57, in spite of the boxing be 
tween the vertical grooves or scores 6 adjacent the ver 
tical side edges of the carton. The closure of the carton, 
after packing, is effected by engaging the flap 7 by its 
tongue 8 in its slit or slot 9 in the back of the carton as 
shown in FIGURE 2 (cf. also FIGURE 4). 

In order to prevent the closure flap 7 from being un 
intentionally opened, this flap is slit or slotted approxi 
mately semi-circularly near its root and centrally of its 
width as shown at 20. This forms a tab-like locking 
tongue 2, within it which, when the flap is folded down 
normally to close it, projects upwardly of the carton in 
the plane of the flap as will be understood from FEGURE 
1. Beneath this tongue 21 and adjacent to the root there 
of (which extends between the ends of the semi-circular 
slit or slot 26), the back part 2 of the carton is formed 
with a slit or slot 22 extending transversely to receive such 
tongue. This transverse slit or slot 22 is slightly longer 
than the root of the tongue 21 and curved off a little at 
the ends as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2. Thus, with the 
closure flap 7 closed, if the forefinger of the hand is ap 
plied to the tongue 25, the latter can be entered through 
?the slit or slot 22, finishing up still directed upwardly 
of the carton, cf. FIGURE 3. it is thought that the 
small arrows adjacent 2 and 22 in FIGURES 1, 2 and 
4 will indicate the operation. In this way, effective pro 
vision is made for the closure flap 7, 8 to be retained 
closed against unintentional opening though at the same 
time allowing the carton to be readily opened by hand. 
The slit or slot 9 may optionally have slightly inclined 

receding parts 9a at the ends to facilitate entry of the 
tongue 8 of the closure flap 7 into it when closing the 
Carlton. 

Additionally, the part of the back portion 2 of the 
carton forming a tongue 23 may have a scoring 24 at 
its root to enable it to bend easily and facilitate entry of 
the locking tongue into and through the slit or slot 22 
after the carton is closed. 

It will be understood that the degree of the so-called 
boxing of the edges of the carton will vary according to 
?the nature of the contents of the carton. Little or prac 
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tically no such boxing may appear if only a thin ob 
ject is placed in the carton. An advantage of the carton, 
however, is that it may receive relatively thick or bulky 
objects and yet allow efficient action of the locking tongue 
21, due to the provision made for the boxing of the 
edges of the carton. - 
The carton of the invention is particularly intended 

for the packing therein of literary matter such as pam 
phlets and books, of wads of paper sheets, of advertising 
matter, of sets of programmes, cards or tickets, of per 
Sonal articles or presents such as handkerchiefs and 
Scarves and of many other articles almost too numerous 
to mention completely. 

it is to be noted, too, that as the carton is of envelope 
like form, it is easy or familiar, to close and open it. 

Moreover, the filled carton can be subjected to a good 
deal of rough treatment e.g. in transmission by post, with 
out the closure flap becoming opened and the contents 
lost or misplaced. 
The carton may be made in various sizes according 

to circumstances and instead of being made of cardboard 
(or the equivalent paperboard) may be made of any other 
suitable semi-stiff material. 

Finally, the invention is not restricted to the embodi 
ment above particularly described because modifications 
are possible without departing from its scope. For ex 
ample, the carton could be made with openable closure 
flaps at opposite ends, either or each being associated 
with a locking tongue as above described. The carton, 
moreover, need not be rectangular but may be made in 
other suitable shapes for particular requirements. 
We claim: 
1. A cardboard or like carton in the form of a flat 

envelope-like object having a front panel and a back 
panel, a closure flap hinged along an edge of said front 
panel So as to be foldable flatwise on to the outside of 
said back panel, said back panel having a transverse slit 
and said closure flap being engageable with said slit by 
inserting its free end thereinto in one direction to close 
said carton, said back panel also having a second trans 
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a. 
verse slit located therein between the one first-mentioned 
and said edge, and a locking tongue formed in Said 
closure flap in a manner for such tongue to enter into 
said second transverse slit in direction opposite to the 
direction in which the free end of said closure flap is en 
gaged with the slit first-mentioned to close said carton, 

2. A carton according to claim 1, wherein the said 
front and back panels have single-fold connection with 
each other and both have score lines on them equally 
Spaced from and parallel to all the Outer edges of the 
carton to allow boxing at Such edges, and a permanently 
closed fold-over flap is extended over the outside of said 
back panel from that outer edge of the carton which is 
opposite the one along which the closure flap is hinged, 
Such permanently closed flap bearing one of the score 
lines appertaining to said opposite outer edge, this flap 
being chamfered inwardly substantially at an angle of 45 
from the ends of said opposite outer edge to said one 
score line and then being extended substantially in coin 
cidence with the two adjoining of said score lines on said 
back panel. 

3. A carton according to claim 2, wherein the back 
panel comprises overlapped parts lying adjacent to and 
parallel to one of the two adjoining score lines, the outer 
one of said overlapped parts extending beneath the per 
manently closed flap and the other of Said overlapped 
parts being cut away so as substantially to terminate short 
of said permanently closed flap. 
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