May 3, 1949.

R. A. WUERL ET AL

2,469,286

CHRISTMAS TREE  HOLDER

Filed Sept. 29, 1947

4 181 llth

Rudolph A. Wuerl
Randell C. Watkins

Inventors

(Phunce QOB




Patented May 3, 1949

- 2,469,286

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,469,286
CHRISTMAS TREE HOLDER

‘Rudolph -A."‘Wuerl and Randell C. Watkins,
: ‘Butte, Mont.

‘Application September 29, 194Y,:Serial No. 716,742
(C1. 248—147)

2 Claims.

1

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in Christmas tree holders and the
primary object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a demountable stand for supporting Christ-
mas trees, poles, standards and the like in a safe
and upright position.

Another important object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a tree holder including novel
and improved means for engaging the lower end
of a tree to prevent movement thereof when
decorated.

A further object of the present invention is
to provide a Christmas tree holder including a
plurality of supporting legs and gripping teeth
carried by said legs for engaging the oufer pe-
riphery of a tree that is to be supported in an
elevated position.

A still further aim of the present invention is
to provide a holder for trees and the like that is
simple and practical in construction, strong and
reliable in use, neat and attractive in appearance,
relatively inexpensive to manufacture and other-
wise well adapted for the purposes for which the
same is intended.

Other objects and advantages reside in the de-
tails of construction and operation as more fully
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like
parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present
invention;

Figure 2 is a side elevational view showing the
present invention in use, and with parts thereof
broken away and shown in section;

Pigure 3 is a perspective view of the leg con-
necting member; and,

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the gripping
member carried by each of the supporting legs.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where-
in for the purpose of illustration, there is dis-
closed a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, the numeral {0 represents a plurality
of supporting legs each having a straight, inner
vertical edge 12, a straight lower edge 14, and
an arcuate outer edge 16. The edges I4 and 16
terminate in feet 18 that bear upon a supporting
surface, with edge 14 disposed in spaced parallel-
ism with the supporting surface.

The numeral 20 represents the leg connecting !

member generally comprising a flat circular base
plate 22 having outwardly proj ecting radial arms
24 that are preferably integrally formed with
said base plate. The side edges of these arms 24
are turned upwardly to provide a pair of spaced
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parallel ears 26 that engage {the lower inner cor-
ners of the legs 10. These ears 26 are provided
with aligned apertures 28 that engage a rivet
or the like 30 that pivotally engages an inner
portion of an inverted L -shaped notch 32 pro-
vided in each of the legs adjacent the lower inner
corners thereof. A substantially triangular tab
34 is punched outwardly from the center of plate
22 for a puurpose which will later be more fully
described.

The numeral 36 represents the gripping mem-
bers that are used in conjunction with the pres-
ent invention. These members are substantially
U-shaped and are provided with apertures 38 in
their web portions that engage suitable fasteners
40 for removably securing the same to the upper
inner edge 12 of the legs 10. The sides of their
members 38 are provided with a substantially
,U-shaped notch 42 to divide the same into a pair
of gripping teeth 44.

Tt should be here noted, that the lower edge 14
is notched at its innermost end so that the lower
face of the plate 22 is coplanar with edge 14,
also, the uppermost end of edge {2 projects in-
wardly slightly beyond the lower portion of edge
12 so that teeth 44 project well outwardly from
edge 12.

In practical use of the device, the legs are tilt-
ed slightly in a vertical plane so that edges 12
are inclined and so that the lower flat terminal
of a tree, post or the like 46 will be forcefully
penetrated by tab 34. The legs {0 are then piv-
oted inwardly so that teeth 44 bite into or pene-
trate the outer periphery of the tree to support
the tree in an upright position.

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it
is believed that a clear understanding of the con-
struction, operation and advantages of the device
will be quite apparent to those skilled in this
art. A more detailed description is accordingly
deemed unnecessary.

It is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodiment of the invention the same
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention what is claimed
as new is:

1. A tree holder comprising a plurality of legs
having lower edges, a base plate having a cen-
tral portion, a tab struck upwardly from the cen-
tral portion of said base plate, a plurality of
circumferentially spaced, radially disposed chan-
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nel members integrally formed with said base
plate, the web portions of said channel members
bearing against the lower edges of said legs,
anchor plates carried by said legs, gripping teeth
integrally formed with said anchor plates, and
means removably securing said channel members
to said legs.

2. A tree holder comprising a plurality of legs
having lower edges, a base plate having:s central
portion, a tab struck upwardly from the central
portion: of said base plate, a plurality of circum-
ferentially spaced, radially disposed channel
members integrally formed with said base plate,
the web portions of said channel members bear-
ing against the lower edges of said legs, anchor
plates carried by said legs, gripping teeth ‘inte-
grally formed with said anchor plates, g holding
pin carried by the leg portions of each of said
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channel members, and upwardly extending bay-
onet slots provided in the lower edges of said legs
engaging said holding pins.
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