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57 ABSTRACT 
An adjustable gutter hanger assembly having first and 
second gutter hanger elements which are adjustably se 
cured to each other and secure a gutter having its in 
nermost vertical wall in spaced outward position with 
respect to the adjacent fascia or other building surface. 
The first gutter hanger element may have a body por 
tion, a downwardly directed rear flange and an up 
wardly directed outer flange with reinforcing means 
being provided within the body and rear flange. The 
second gutter hanger element may have a reinforcing 
body portion and an upwardly open rearwardly dis 
posed channel. The reinforcing means are preferably 
integrally formed hollow ribs. 
A second embodiment wherein the first gutter hanger 
element has a body portion, a forwardly disposed 
inwardly open channel and a rearwardly disposed 
upwardly open channel. A second gutter hanger 
element secured to the first, preferably by integral 
fastening means. The second element has an anchoring 
portion and a forwardly and downwardly inclined 
upper flange which overlies and is closely adjacent to 

... the upwardly open channel of the first element. 
2S Claims, 10 Drawing Figures 
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3,752,428 
GUTTER HANGER ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a multipiece gutter hanger 

assembly and more specifically an adjustable gutter 
hanger assembly adapted to provide strong retention of 
the gutter in spaced outward relationship with respect 

2 
in a position closely underlying the marginal edges of 

5 

to the fascia or other building clement to which it is se 
cured. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Various means of securing a water carrying gutter el 

ement to a building structure have been known. These 
structures in general are required to possess adequate 
strength to provide appropriate support throughout the 
longitudinal extent of the gutter, regardless of load con 
ditions including large quantities of water, ice and 
snow. In addition, it is required that such structures be 
adapted for economical manufacture and ease of instal 
lation. In general, these structures have been provided 
with an anchoring plate adapted to be secured to adja 
cent building elements and means for engaging and 
supporting at least the upper extremities of the inner 
and outer gutter defining walls. See U.S. Pat. Nos. 
225,684 and 3,022,029. This second patent discloses 
such a hanger wherein channel shaped components of 
the hanger are adapted to be positioned in supporting 
engagement with respect to downwardly open channel 
portions of the gutter. The structure, which is integrally 
reinforced, is a unitary structure. 

It has also been known to provide gutter hanger 
structures which are adapted to be positioned more 
closely to the marginal edges of roof structures. Such 
structures are shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 1,855,241, 
2,536,704 and 3,416,760. One of the principal objec 
tions to this form of structure is that it has fasteners 
which extend through one or both walls of the gutter 
element. It, therefore, does not permit relative longitu 
dinal sliding movement between the gutter and hanger 
or building wall element for thermal expansion and 
contraction. 
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A two-piece hanger structure is shown in U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,426,987. One of the principal limitations of this 
structure is the fact that the inner gutter wall is in sur 
face to surface contact with the rear portion of the gut 
ter hanger and/or the building wall element. This re 
sults in frictional resistance to relative longitudinal 
movement between the gutter and the hanger portion 
and/or wall portion. Such movement is not only unde 
sirable in connection with the desire for free thermal 
expansion and contraction characteristics, but also the 
movement could result in wear of the gutter and hanger 
or wall element surface. In addition, it may produce un 
desirable wear on the surface of fastener heads. This 
latter aspect becomes more undesirable when consid 
ered in the context of the load on the gutter being 
transmitted to the building structure through the fas 
teers. 

There remains, therefore, a need for an adjustable 
multipiece gutter hanger structure which provides sub 
stantial strength, is economical to manufacture and yet 
provides firm gutter retention joint characteristics, 
while positioning the rear gutter wall in spaced rela 
tionship with respect to rearwardly disposed hanger 
components and adjacent building wall elements. Such 
a structure in a hanger which is adapted for securement 
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a roof structure is particularly needed. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has solved the above 
described problems by providing a specifically configu 
rated pair of adjustably secured gutter hanger compo 
nents which are secured to a building wall element or 
other building component and are integrally reinforced 
to provide substantial load bearing characteristics 
under various types of exposures. The structures may 
be firmly anchored at the upper edge of fascia or other 
building components in order to provide a minimum 
gap between a marginal roof edge and the gutter. The 
structure provides for free longitudinal sliding move 
ment between a gutter and the multipiece hanger as 
sembly. The inner gutter wall is disposed in spaced rela 
tionship with respect to the building wall element and 
is preferably spaced forwardly from the rear leg of the 
hanger assembly. 
The gutter hanger assembly of this invention has a 

first gutter hanger element having a body portion, a 
downwardly directed rear flange and an upwardly di 
rected outer flange. A second gutter hanger element 
has a rear flange provided with an upwardly open chan 
nel. Fastener means adjustably secure the first gutter 
hanger element in overlying position with respect to the 
second gutter hanger element. The gutter hanger ele 
ments are provided with reinforcing means which pref 
erably are integrally formed hollow ribs. 
The upwardly directed outer flange of the gutter 

hanger has a generally inwardly open channel portion 
which engages and secures a downwardly open channel 
in the outer gutter wall. The inner gutter wall has a 
downwardly open channel which is engaged within the 
upwardly open rear channel of the second gutter 
hanger. In this position the rear wall is disposed in for 
wardly spaced relationship with respect to both the 
building wall structure and the rear flange of the first 
gutter hanger element. In this fashion, objectionable 
noise and undesired frictional resistance to longitudinal 
relative movement between the gutter and the gutter 
hanger assembly and/or building wall element are elim 
inated. Also, potentially destructive wear between 
inner or rear gutter walls and the rear flange and/or 
building wall or fasteners is eliminated. 
The body portion of the first gutter hanger element 

preferably has a substantially continuous slope between 
its rearmost portion and its forwardmost portion. In ad 
dition, the upper portion of the downwardly directed 
flange extends no higher than the plane of the web-like 
section of the body portion. Also, the mouth of the up 
wardly open channel in the second gutter hanger ele 
ment is disposed lower than a plane through the web 
like portion of the second element. In this fashion the 
upper portion of the inner gutter wall is positioned in 
close proximity to the undersurface of the body portion 
and a more intimate interlocking permanent engage 
ment is obtained. 

In other embodiments of the invention the first gutter 
hanger element has a body portion, a rear flange defin 
ing an upwardly open channel and an upwardly di 
rected outer flange. A second gutter hanger element 
has an anchor portion and a downwardly and forwardly 
directed upper flange emerging from the upper extrem 
ity of the anchor portion. The second gutter hanger ele 
ment upper flange is disposed at least in part in overly 
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ing position with respect to the first gutter hanger body 
portion. Fastener means, which may be integrally 
formed, secure the two elements together. Integral re 
inforcing means are provided. Integral anchoring tabs 
may be formed within the anchor portion for securing 
the assembly to a building structure. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a multi 
piece gutter hanger assembly which is adapted to pro 
vide effective securement to all portions of an adjacent 
building structure including those portions immediately 
underlying the marginal edges of a roof. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an in 
tegrally reinforced hanger assembly which is adapted to 
bear and transmit to the building substantial loads in 
cluding accumulations of water, snow, ice and other 
materials. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide 
such a gutter hanger structure which effects intimate 
securement of a gutter thereto while permitting relative 
longitudinal movement of the gutter with respect to the 
hanger assembly. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a gut 
ter hanger assembly which reduces frictional resistance 
to longitudinal gutter movement by positioning the 
inner gutter wall at a point spaced outwardly from the 
building wall and the downwardly directed rear flange 
of the hanger element. 

It is another object of this invention to provide such 
a hanger structure which may be fabricated economi 
cally and readily and economically erected in the field. 
These and other objects of the invention will be more 

fully understood from the following description of the 
invention, on reference to the illustrations appended 
hereto. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a sectional elevation of a form of gutter as 
sembly contemplated by this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view of a first gutter hanger com 

ponent provided by this invention. 
FIG. 3 is an end elevational view of the hanger com 

ponent shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a detailed illustration of the rear flange 

structure of the hanger component shown in FIGS. 2 
and 3. w 

FIG. 5 shows a top plan view of a form of second 
hanger element contemplated by this invention. 
FIG. 6 is an end elevational view of the hanger com 

ponent shown in FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a modified form of 

gutter hanger assembly of this invention. 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view of the modified form of 

hanger assembly taken through 8-8 of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of another modified form 

of gutter hanger assembly of this invention. 
FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view of the modified form 

of hanger assembly shown in FIG. 9 taken through 
10-10. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now in greater detail to FIG. 1 of the draw 
ings, it is seen that a gutter 2 is provided with a base 
wall 4, an outer wall 6 and an inner wall 8. The outer 
wall has an upper extremity which defines a down 
wardly open channel 10 having a restricted throat 
opening effected by flange portion 12. The inner gutter 
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4. 
wall 8 has an upper extremity which is provided with a 
reentrant flange 16 which cooperates with wall 8 to de 
fine a downwardly open channel 18. 
The gutter hanger assembly has a first gutter hanger 

element 20 and a second gutter hanger element 24. 
These elements 20, 24 are adjustably secured to each 
other, in the form shown, by means of bolt 26 and nut 
28. 

First gutter hanger element 20 has a body portion 30, 
a downwardly directed rear flange 34 and an upwardly 
directed outer flange 36. The upwardly directed outer 
flange terminates in a reentrant section 36a and defines 
generally inwardly open channel 38. Flange 36 is in in 
terlocking supporting engagement with the upper por 
tion of outer wall 6 of gutter 2. 
Downwardly directed rear flange 34 is in general sur 

face to surface contact with building wall element 40 
at a position closely adjacent the upper surface of the 
wall immediately underlying the marginal edge 44 of 
the roof structure indicated generally by the numeral 
46. It will be appreciated that the gutter hanger assem 
bly of this invention may be employed with various 
forms of roof structures. In another preferred form, the 
flange 34 would be positioned downwardly with respect 
to the position shown in FIG. 1 and roof structure 46 
would extend farther downwardly and outwardly. This 
would place marginal edge 44 of the roof shingle and 
portions of the underlying sheathing board in overlying 
position with respect to the upwardly open gutter 2. 

Suitable fastening means 48, which in the form 
shown are screws, are employed to secure the first gut 
ter hanger element 20 to the building wall element 40. 
Fastening means 48 may be of any size suitable with re 
spect to the building wall substrate and anticipated 
loads. One suitable fastener which has been used effec 
tively is a 14 inch threaded shank nail. In addition to 
or in lieu of use of various types of screws and nails, fas 
tening means consisting of outstruck rearwardly di 
rected pointed tabs (not shown) formed within the 
web-like body section 60 of first hanger element 20 
may be employed, either solely or in combination with 
other fastener means. 
As is shown in FIGS. 2 through 4, first gutter hanger 

element 20 has a web-like body portion 50 and rein 
forcing means 52, 54, which in the form illustrated con 
sists of a pair of integrally formed hollow rib sections. 
Reinforcing rib 52 originates near the innermost por 
tion of body portion 30 and terminates closely adjacent 
the outermost portion of the same. In the form shown, 
it is disposed substantially in the center of the trans 
verse width of web-like body portion 50 and is a hollow 
upwardly directed rib. In the preferred form of the in 
vention, the body portion 30 has a substantially uni 
form transverse cross section between the innermost 
and outermost ends of ribs 52. In addition, the body 
portion 30 preferably has a substantially continuous 
slope between its innermost end and its outermost end. 
As is shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, rib 54 is generally cen 
trally disposed on downwardly directed flange 34 hav 
ing adjacent web-like body sections 60 disposed on ei 
ther side thereof. It is noted that the reinforcing rib 54 
is integrally formed and is a hollow rib which is angu 
larly forwardly directed. As is shown in FIG. 3, the rib 
54 has its greatest height adjacent the upper portions 
of downwardly directed rear flange 34. As is shown in 
FIG. 4, the generally tapered rib 54 in its lower extrem 
ity, which is below the two openings 62, merges with 
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the web-like body 60 of flange 34. It will be appreciated 
that in the preferred form the rib 52 is not continuously 
connected to the rib 54. 
Fasteners 48 (FIG. 1) conveniently may be intro 

duced into wall element 40 through preformed open 
ings 62 which are present in the web-like body portion 
60 of flange 34. 
Fastening 26, 28 conveniently may be introduced 

through openings 64, 66 in web-like body portions 50, 
64 of the gutter hanger elements 20, 24, respectively. 
It is noted that while opening 66 is generally circular 
and preferably corresponds in size to the fastener size, 
opening 66 is elongated in order to permit effective se 
curement of the two elements 20, 24 at several relative 
positions. 

It is also noted that, in the preferred form, the upper 
extremity of downwardly directed rear flange 34 termi 
nates at a height not greater than a plane passed 
through web-like body portion 50. This provides for se 
curement of the rear flange 34 at or adjacent the upper 
extremity of the wall element 40. 
Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, the details of second 

gutter hanger element 24 will be considered. It is noted 
that the element has an upwardly directed hollow rein 
forcing rib 70 which is substantially coextensive with 
the main body portion of element 24 and is disposed 
substantially in the middle of the web-like body por 
tions 60. In addition, it is noted that the rear flange 72 
of element 24 has a forward channel defining wall 74 
and a rearward channel defining wall 76 which cooper 
ate to define upwardly open channel 78. Channel 78 
has a mouth 80 which is disposed below a plane taken 
through web-like body section 60 of element 24. 
Referring once again to FIG. 1, it is seen that the 

inner gutter wall 8 has its reentrant flange disposed in 
interlocking engagement within channel 78 of rear 
flange 72. In addition, it is seen that the uppermost por 
tion of reentrant flange 16 is either in contacting or 
closely adjacent underlying position with respect to 
first gutter hanger element 20. This serves to provide 
not only positive interlocking engagement of the rear 
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gutter wall 8, but also positive overlying restraint which . 
resists relative separating movement between the rear 
gutter wall 8 and rear flange 72. 

It is further noted in FIG. 1 that the rear gutter wall 
8 is spaced forwardly with respect to both forward sur 
face 82 of wall element 40 and hollow rib 54 of flange 
34. As it will frequently be desirable for aesthetic pur 
poses or other reasons to have the lower portion of 
inner gutter wall 8 in contact with the adjacent wall ele 
ment surface 82, reference herein to the rear gutter 
wall 8 being spaced forwardly of the wall surface 82 
and/or the flange 34 (and words of similar import) shall 
refer to at least the upper three quarters of inner gutter 
wall 8 being so disposed, but not necessarily more than 
that. (It is preferred, however, to have substantially all 
of the inner wall 8 so spaced with either no contact or 
only lineal contact between the two.) In those instances 
where the magnitude of the gap between the inner gut 
ter wall 8 and surface 82 and/or flange 34 is consid 
ered, the maximum dimension of the gap within the 
upper one-half of the inner gutter wall 8 shall be em 
ployed for purposes of comparison. In this fashion free 
relative longitudinal sliding movement responsive to 
thermal expansion and contraction and other means is 
provided. In addition, undesired frictional surface to 
surface engagement between the rear flange 34 and 
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6 
inner wall 8 and/or surface 82 of wall element 40 is ef 
fectively prevented. In the preferred form, the distance 
between the upper free end of inner channel defining 
wall 76 and the undersurface of first gutter hanger ele 
ment 20 is less than the distance between the inner 
channel wall 76 and the forward wall surface 82 of wall 
element 40. Even more desirable is a structure which 
has the first distance less than the distance between 
wall 76 and rib 54. 

In effecting assembly of the gutter hanger structure 
of this invention one would first secure first gutter 
hanger element 20 to building element 40 by passing 
fasteners through rear flange 34 and into the building 
element. The fasteners 48 may be nails or screws, for 
example, depending upon the building substrate. At 
this point fasteners 26, 28 may loosely secure second 
gutter hanger element 24 to first gutter hanger element 
20. Once the desired number of hangers are in place, 
the second hanger element 24, in the event that it is not 
sufficiently loose, is loosened sufficiently to permit the 
same to be rotated forwardly with respect to the fasten 
ers 26, 28. The outer gutter wall 6 is then secured to the 
inwardly directed outer flange 36. The rear portion of 
the gutter is then moved upwardly to place inner gutter 
wall 8 in a position either contacting or closely adjacent 
to overlying first gutter hanger element 20. The second 
gutter hanger element 24 is then rotated rearwardly in 
order to provide for interengagement between reen 
trant flange 16 and rear flange 72. The fasteners 26, 28 
are then tightened to provide the secure joint of this in 
vention. 
A modified form of gutter hanger assembly is shown 

in FIGS. 7 and 8. In this form of structure, the first gut 
ter hanger element 90 has a generally flat body portion 
92 with an integrally formed hollow upstanding rib 94. 
The rib 94 provides integral reinforcement to the body 
portion 92 and is preferably of substantially uniform 
cross sectional configuration between opposed ends. 
The outer portion of the body portion 92 has an up 
standing flange 96 and a reentrant flange sector 98. 
which cooperate with the body portion 92 to define an 
inwardly open channel 100. The inner extremity of the 
body portion 92 terminates in a flange 102 which de 
fines an upwardly open gutter receiving channel 104. 
The channel mouth preferably terminates at a level 
lower than the plane of the body portion 92. The down 
wardly open gutter wall channels are adapted to be in 
terengaged with the channels 100, 104 generally as has 
been described above in connection with the other em 
bodiment. 
The second gutter hanger element 110 has an anchor 

portion 112 and a forwardly and downwardly directed 
top flange 114. The anchor portion 112 has a forwardly 
directed downwardly tapered reinforcing rib 116 dis 
posed between flat sectors of the anchor portion 112. 
The top flange 114 and anchor portion 112 preferably 
have an included angle of less than about 80. The top 
flange 114 has an upwardly directed hollow reinforcing 
rib 118. The rib 118 is disposed in aligned relationship 
with respect to rib 94 and is at least partially in overly 
ing surface contact therewith. This serves to stiffen the 
hanger assembly. In this position the flat portions of 
flange 114 are, at least in part, in surface to surface 
overlying contact with respect to portions of the body 
portion 92. Fastener means 120 adjustably secure the 
body portion and the flange 114, together. 
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In the preferred form, the upper extremity of anchor 
portion 112 does not extend above the plane of flange 
114. Also, rib 118 and rib 116 are preferably formed 
in discontinuous fashion with respect to each other as 
is shown in FIG. 8. It is noted that the hanger assembly 
may be fastened to a building structure by employing 
fastener openings 113 in anchor portion 12. 
One of the advantages of this form of structure is the 

fact that a single second gutter hanger element 110 
may be employed with a wide range of first gutter 
hanger elements 90 of various lengths to accommodate 
various gutters. This, therefore, facilitates economic 
manufacture of the gutter hanger assembly compo 
nents. 

A modified form of assembly is shown in FIGS. 9 and 
10. In this form the first gutter hanger element 126 has 
an inner portion 128 of reduced width and an outer 
portion 130 which overlies second gutter hanger ele 
ment 134. The upper flange of second gutter hanger el 
ement 134 has an inner portion 136 which overlies 
inner portion 128 and an outer portion 138 which is in 
underlying surface to surface contact with outer por 
tion 130. In this form integral fastening means are pro 
vided to secure the gutter hanger elements 126, 134 to 
each other. Upstruck tabs 140 are formed in outer por 
tion 138 and are initially positioned as shown by the 
dotted line in FIG. 10. The tabs 140 are passed through 
openings 142 in outer portion 130 and are deformed 
transversely to the initial position to secure the gutter 
hanger elements 126, 134 together. 
Another feature of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 

9 and 10 is the use of integrally formed rearwardly di 
rected tabs 144 which may be employed as the sole or 
supplemental hanger anchoring means in securing the 
hanger to a building structure. The tabs 144 are prefer 
ably formed along vertical edges 146 of body portion 
148. Preferably, two or more tabs 144 are provided at 
each edge 146. 

It will, therefore, be appreciated that the gutter 
hanger assembly of this invention provides an integrally 
reinforced multipiece gutter hanger structure which 
can be secured at the upper extremity of fascia or other 
building components immediately underlying the mar 
ginal edges of a roof structure. The hanger assembly 
provides for adjustability between elements in order to 
facilitate ease of gutter securement and permit rela 
tively free longitudinal movement between the gutter 
and hanger assembly components. The rear wall of the 
gutter is so disposed as to be spaced a substantial dis 
tance from the building wall element and/or the rear 
flange of the larger hanger element. 
The two gutter hanger elements are so configurated 

as to effect the essential geometry for providing the 
structural and functional advantages of this invention. 
The downwardly directed flange does not project up 
wardly beyond the body portion of the first body ele 
ment. The rearwardly disposed gutter receiving chan 
nel of the first or second body element has a mouth 
which is spaced below the plane of the body portion of 
this element. This facilitates relative movement of the 
element during gutter hanging and also assures the 
proper relationship between the upper portion of the 
inner gutter wall, the rear flange of the second gutter 
hanger element and the overlying gutter hanger ele 
ment. All of these features facilitate more economical 
manufacture of the gutter assembly components and 
easy, economical gutter securement in the field. 
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8 
Whereas particular embodiments of the invention 

have been described above for purposes of illustration, 
it will be evident to those skilled in the art that numer 
ous variations of the details may be made without de 
parting from the invention as defined in the appended 
claims. 
We claim: 
1. A gutter hanger assembly comprising 
a first gutter hanger element having a body portion, 

a downwardly directed rear flange and an upwardly 
directed outer flange, 

a second gutter hanger element having a rear flange 
provided with an upwardly open rear channel, 

first fastener means adjustably securing said first gut 
ter hanger element in overlying position with re 
spect to said second gutter hanger element, 

said upwardly directed outer flange of said first gutter 
hanger element having a generally inwardly open 
channel portion, 

said first and second gutter hanger elements each 
having reinforcing means and at least one adjacent 
web-like body portion, 

the uppermost portion of said first gutter hanger ele 
ment rear flange disposed at a level not substan 
tially higher than a plane taken through said web 
sector of said first gutter hanger element body por 
tion, 

the uppermost portion of said second gutter element 
rear channel disposed at a level not substantially 
higher than a plane taken through said web sector 
of said second gutter hanger element body portion, 

a building wall element disposed rearwardly of said 
first gutter hanger element rear flange and in con 
tact therewith, 

second fastener means securing said first gutter 
hanger element rear flange to said building wall el 
ement, 

a gutter having a base portion, an inner wall and an 
outer wall, 

said outer wall of said gutter terminating in a down 
wardly open channel which is secured to said in 
wardly open channel of said first gutter hanger ele 
ment, 

said inner wall of said gutter terminating in a down 
wardly open channel which is engaged with said 
upwardly open rear channel of said second gutter 
hanger element, 

said gutter secured to said hanger assembly with said 
inner gutter wall disposed in spaced outward posi 
tion with respect to said building wall element, and 

said body portion disposed in close overlying position 
with respect to said downwardly open channel of 
said gutter hanger wall, whereby relative longitudi 
nal movement between said gutter and said gutter 
hanger is freely permitted while substantial relative 
upward movement of said gutter with respect to 
said gutter hanger is resisted. 

2. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 1 including 
said reinforcing means having a hollow forwardly di 
rected generally vertically disposed reinforcing rib 
formed within said rear flange of said first gutter 
hanger element. 

3. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 2 including 
said body portion of said first gutter hanger element 
having a substantially continuous downward and 
outward slope from the rearmost portion thereof to 
the forward most portion thereof. 
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4. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 3 including 
said inner gutter wall being spaced outwardly from 

said hollow reinforcing rib of said first gutter 
hanger element rear flange. 

5. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 4 including 
said body portion of said first gutter hanger element 
having an upstanding hollow reinforcing rib adja 
cent at least one said web-like body portion, and 

said second gutter hanger element having an up 
standing hollow reinforcing rib adjacent at least 
one said web-like body portion. 

6. A gutter hanger assembly comprising 
a first gutter hanger element having a body portion, 
a downwardly directed rear flange and an upwardly 
directed outer flange, 

said downwardly directed rear flange having gener 
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configuration between opposed ends of said integrally 
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5. 

ally vertically disposed outwardly extending inte 
gral reinforcing means and web-like portions on 
opposed sides thereof adapted to receive fasteners 
therethrough for securing said first gutter hanger 
element to a building element, 

said outer flange having an upwardly directed portion 
which terminates in a reentrant section and coop 
erates with said body portion to define a generally 
rearwardly open channel, 

said body portion having an integrally formed rein 
forcing means and a web-like portion, 

the uppermost portion of said first gutter hanger ele 
ment rear flange disposed at a level not substan 
tially higher than a plane taken through said web 
sector of said first gutter hanger element body por 
tion, 

a second gutter hanger element having a web-like 
body portion and integral reinforcing means pro 
vided with a rearwardly disposed upwardly open 
channel, 

the uppermost portion of said second gutter hanger 
element upwardly open channel disposed at a level 
not substantially higher than a plane taken through 
said web-like body portion of said second gutter 
hanger element, and 

fastener means adjustably securing said first gutter 
hanger element in overlying contacting position 
with respect to said second gutter hanger element 
with said upwardly open channel adapted to be dis 
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posed when said second gutter hanger element is in . 
its rearmost position with respect to said first gutter 
hanger element so as to place the rearmost channel 
defining wall in a position spaced forwardly of said 
reinforcing rib of said rear flange and the mouth of 
said channel underlying and closely adjacent to 
said first gutter hanger element, whereby a gutter 
structure having a base wall, an inner wall and an 
outer wall may be secured by such hanger assembly 
in such fashion that said inner wall is spaced for 
wardly of said rear flange to permit free longitudi 
nal gutter movement while resisting substantial up 
ward gutter movement with respect to said hanger. 

7. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 6 wherein 
said second gutter hanger element has upstanding in 

tegrally formed reinforcing means and said web 
like body portion disposed forwardly of said up 
wardly open rearwardly disposed channel. 

8. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 7 including 
said body portion of said first gutter hanger element 
having a generally uniform transverse cross sectional 
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formed reinforcing means. 
9. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 8 including 

aligned openings within said web-like portions of said 
body portion and said second gutter hanger element, 
and 

fastener means extending through both said openings 
securing said gutter hanger elements to each other, 

10. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 9 including 
said second gutter hanger element upwardly open 
channel having an upper free edge on the rearmost 
channel defining wall which in gutter retaining po 
sition is disposed closer to the undersurface of said 
body portion of said first gutter hanger element 
than the distance between said rearmost channel 
defining wall and the web-like portions of said 
downwardly directed flange. 

11. Agutter hanger assembly comprising 
a first gutter hanger element having a body portion, 
a rear flange defining an upwardly open channel. 
and an upwardly directed outer flange, 

a second gutter hanger element having a downwardly 
directed anchor portion and a downwardly and for 
wardly directed upper flange emerging from the 
upper portion of said anchor portion, 

the uppermost portion of said downwardly directed 
anchor portion disposed at a level not substantially 
higher than a plane taken through said second gut 
ter hanger element upper flange, 

said second gutter hanger element upper flange dis 
posed at least in part in overlying contacting posi 
tion with respect to said first gutter hanger element 
body portion, 

complementary aligned upwardly directed hollow re 
inforcing means disposed within said second gutter 
hanger element upper flange and said first gutter 
hanger element body portion, and 

said first gutter hanger element rear flange having 
said upwardly open channel disposed in underlying 
and closely adjacent position with respect to said 
upper flange and spaced forwardly of said second 
gutter hanger element anchor portion, 

fastener means securing said upper flange and said 
first gutter hanger element body portion whereby 
a gutter may be secured within said hanger without 
penetration of a fastener therethrough and to per 
mit relative longitudinal movement between said 
gutter and said gutter hanger. 

12. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 11 including 
said fastener means integrally formed within one of 

said upper flange and said first gutter hanger ele 
ment body portion, and m 

said fastener means having at least one tab element. 
13. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 11 including 
said integral reinforcing means are upwardly directed 
hollow longitudinal ribs, 

said upper flange rib overlying at least a portion of 
said first gutter hanger element rib, and 

said second gutter hanger anchor portion having a 
downwardly tapered forwardly directed hollow rib. 

14. A gutter hanger assembly comprising 
a first gutter hanger element having a body portion, 
a rear flange defining an upwardly open channel 
and an upwardly directed outer flange, 

a second gutter hanger element having an anchor 
portion and a downwardly and forwardly directed 
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upper flange emerging from the upper portion of 
said anchor portion, 

said second gutter hanger element upper flange dis 
posed at least in part in overlying contacting posi 
tion with respect to said first gutter hanger element 
body portion, 

complementary aligned upwardly directed hollow re 
inforcing means disposed within said second gutter 
hanger element upper flange and said first gutter 
hanger element body portion, 

fastener means securing said upper flange and said 
first gutter hanger element body portion, 

said fastener means integrally formed within one of 
said upper flange and said first gutter hanger ele 
ment body portion, 

said fastener means having at least one. tab element, 
said first gutter hanger element rear flange terminat 

ing at a position underlying and closely adjacent 
said upper flange and spaced forwardly of said sec 
ond gutter hanger element anchor portion, 

said integral reinforcing means being upwardly di 
rected hollow longitudinal ribs, 

said upper flange rib overlying at least a portion of 
said first gutter hanger element rib, 
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2 
said second gutter hanger anchor portion having a 
downwardly tapered forwardly directed hollow rib, 

the uppermost portion of said second gutter hanger 
element not extending above the plane of said 
upper flange, and : 

rearwardly directed integrally formed outstruck an 
choring tabs formed within said second gutter 
hanger element anchor portion at or adjacent the 
transverse vertical edges thereof on opposed sides 
of said longitudinal rib. 

15. The gutter hanger assembly of claim 14 including 
the inner portion of said first gutter hanger element 
anchor portion underlying said upper flange having 
a smaller width than the outer portion of said first 
element body portion, 

integral fastening means securing said upper flange 
and said outer portion on opposed sides of said 
transverse ribs, and 

said integral fastening means includes outstruck tabs 
formed within at least one of said upper flange and 
said first element body portion and extending 
through the other of said upper flange and said first 
element body portion. 
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