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Description

Field of Disclosure

[0001] Aspects of this disclosure generally relate to
wireless communication systems, and more specifically,
to improved position determination methods and appa-
ratuses for mobile devices using relative motion sensors.

Background

[0002] Mobile communications networks are in the
process of offering increasingly sophisticated capabilities
associated with the motion and/or position location sens-
ing of a mobile device. New software applications, such
as, for example, those related to personal productivity,
collaborative communications, social networking, and/or
data acquisition, may utilize motion and/or position sen-
sors to provide new features and services to consumers.
Moreover, some regulatory requirements of various ju-
risdictions may require a network operator to report the
location of a mobile device when the mobile device places
a call to an emergency service, such as a 911 call in the
United States.
[0003] Such motion and/or position determination ca-
pability has conventionally been provided using both dig-
ital cellular positioning techniques and/or Satellite Posi-
tioning Systems (SPS). Additionally, with the increasing
proliferation of miniaturized motion sensors (e.g., simple
switches, accelerometers, angle sensors, etc), such on-
board devices may be used to provide relative position,
velocity, acceleration and/or orientation information.
[0004] In conventional digital cellular networks, posi-
tion location capability can be provided by various time
and/or phase measurement techniques. For example, in
CDMA networks, one position determination approach
used is Advanced Forward Link Trilateration (AFLT). Us-
ing AFLT, a mobile device may compute its position from
phase measurements of pilot signals transmitted from a
plurality of base stations.
[0005] Improvements to AFLT have been realized by
utilizing hybrid position location techniques, where the
mobile station may employ a Satellite Positioning System
(SPS) receiver. The SPS receiver may provides position
information independent of the information derived from
the signals transmitted by the base stations. Moreover,
position accuracy can be improved by combining meas-
urements derived from both SPS and AFLT systems us-
ing conventional techniques.
[0006] However, conventional position location tech-
niques based upon signals provided by SPS and/or cel-
lular base stations may encounter difficulties when the
mobile device is operating within a building and/or within
urban environments. In such situations, signal reflection
and refraction, multipath, and/or signal attenuation can
significantly reduce position accuracy, and can slow the
"time-to-fix" to unacceptably long time periods. These
shortcomings may be overcome by having the mobile

device exploit signals from other existing wireless net-
works, such as, for example, Wi-Fi (e.g., 801.11x stand-
ards), to derive position information. Conventional posi-
tion determination techniques used in other existing wire-
less networks may utilize round trip time (RTT) measure-
ments derived from signals utilized within these net-
works.
[0007] Utilizing RTT measurement techniques to ac-
curately determine position typically involves knowledge
of time delays incurred by the wireless signals as they
propagate through various devices comprising the net-
work. Such delays may be spatially variant due to, for
example, multipath and/or signal interference. Moreover,
such processing delays may change over time based
upon the type of network device and/or the network de-
vice’s current networking load. In practice, when employ-
ing conventional RTT positioning techniques, estimating
processing delay times may involve hardware changes
in the wireless access points, and/or time-consuming
pre-deployment fingerprinting and/or calibration of the
operational environment.
[0008] Accordingly, when using RTT techniques for
position determination, it may be desirable to exploit on-
board relative motion sensors to assist in the estimation
of processing delays. Such techniques may improve the
position location accuracy and performance a mobile de-
vice in a cost-efficient manner.
[0009] Attention is drawn to document US
2003/182053 A1 in which a perimeter threshold of an
area is defined. The location of a device is tracked using
a first location technology when the device precedes the
perimeter threshold. The location of the device is tracked
using a second location technology when the device ex-
ceeds the perimeter threshold.
[0010] Further attention is drawn to document US
2006/189329 A1 which relates to a method for determin-
ing a location of a vehicle, the method comprises deter-
mining reception location data within a first cell of a work
area for a vehicle. A reception quality estimator estimates
reception quality data for the corresponding reception
location data for the first cell. Optical location data is de-
termined within a first cell of a work area for a vehicle.
An optical quality estimator estimates optical quality data
for the corresponding optical location data for the first
cell. A data processor selects at least one of the reception
location data and the optical location data as refined lo-
cation data associated with the first cell based on the
estimated reception quality data and estimated optical
quality data.
[0011] Furthermore attention is drawn to document EP
1 253 404 A2 which relates to a determination of dis-
placement of a pedestrian from his or her accelerations
by detecting accelerations which are substantially non
vertical, determining a characteristic feature in the de-
tected accelerations correlated with a step frequency,
determining the displacement on the basis of said deter-
mined characteristic. The acceleration data can be sub-
mitted to waveform analysis to determine an actualized
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time interval of an occurring feature, such a maximum
values, from which it is determined whether the actual-
ized time period falls within determined limit values. The
currently detected characteristic feature is then deter-
mined as corresponding to a displacement step if the
actualized time period falls within said determined limit
value.
[0012] Document WO 01/20260 A1 relates to a navi-
gation system for tracking the position of an object which
includes a GPS receiver responsive to GPS signals for
periodically providing navigation state measurement up-
dates to a navigator update unit. The system also in-
cludes a dead-reckoning sensor responsive to move-
ment of the object for providing movement measure-
ments to a sensor update unit. The sensor update unit
receives movement measurements provided by the
dead-reckoning sensor and the navigation measure-
ments from the navigation update unit. The position
change measurements provided by the sensor update
unit and the dead-reckoning measurements of the navi-
gation update unit are utilized by a navigations propaga-
tion unit to calculate a new or modified dead reckoning
measurement.

SUMMARY

[0013] In accordance with the present invention, a
method and apparatus for adjusting a wireless-based po-
sition estimate of a mobile station using a relative motion
sensor, as set forth in claims 1 and 13, respectively, is
provided. Further embodiments are claimed in the de-
pendent claims.
[0014] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are
directed to systems and method for adjusting the wire-
less-based position of a mobile station using a relative
motion sensor. One embodiment may include estimating
a position of a mobile station based upon wireless signal
measurements and measuring a movement of the mobile
station using a relative motion sensor. The embodiment
may further include detecting a displacement of the mo-
bile station based upon the measured movement, deter-
mining that the displacement is below a threshold, and
then adjusting the estimated position of the mobile station
using information from the relative motion sensor.
[0015] In another embodiment, an apparatus for ad-
justing the wireless-based position of a mobile station
using a relative motion sensor is presented. The embod-
iment may include a wireless transceiver, a relative mo-
tion sensor, a processor coupled to the wireless trans-
ceiver and the relative motion sensor, and a memory cou-
pled to the processor. The memory stores executable
instructions and data for causing the processor to esti-
mate a position of the mobile station based upon wireless
signal measurements received by the wireless transceiv-
er, determine that the mobile station is moving based
upon information provided by the relative motion sensor,
calculate a displacement of the mobile station based up-
on the information provided by the relative motion sensor,

determining that the displacement is below a threshold,
and adjust the estimated position of the mobile station
using information from the relative motion sensor.
[0016] In yet another embodiment, a method for ad-
justing the wireless-based position of a mobile station is
presented. The embodiment includes estimating a posi-
tion of a mobile station based upon wireless signal meas-
urements, detecting a displacement of the mobile station
using a relative motion sensor, adjusting an estimated
processing delay of a wireless access point using the
detected displacement, and refining the estimated posi-
tion of the mobile station using the adjusted processing
delay.
[0017] Various embodiments presented herein may
have the advantages improving the position location ac-
curacy and performance of a mobile station in an efficient
manner, and may avoid costly conventional techniques
that may be difficult to implement in practice (e.g., imple-
menting calibration look-up tables).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] The accompanying drawings are presented to
aid in the description of embodiments of the invention
and are provided solely for illustration of the embodi-
ments and not limitation thereof.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary operating envi-
ronment for a mobile station that can determine po-
sition using wireless techniques.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating various compo-
nents of an exemplary mobile station.
FIG. 3 is diagram illustrating an exemplary technique
for determining a position of a mobile station using
a relative motion sensor.
FIG. 4 is diagram illustrating an exemplary technique
for refining a position of a mobile station using a rel-
ative motion sensor.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart including an exemplary process
for adjusting the position a mobile station obtained
from wireless measurements using a relative motion
sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0019] Aspects of the embodiments are disclosed in
the following description and related drawings. Alternate
embodiments may be devised without departing from the
scope of the claims. Additionally, well-known elements
of the embodiments will not be described in detail or will
be omitted so as not to obscure relevant details.
[0020] The word "exemplary" is used herein to mean
"serving as an example, instance, or illustration." Any
embodiment described herein as "exemplary" is not nec-
essarily to be construed as preferred or advantageous
over other embodiments. Likewise, the term "embodi-
ments" does not require that all embodiments of the in-
vention include the discussed feature, advantage or
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mode of operation.
[0021] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only and is not in-
tended to be limiting of embodiments of the invention. As
used herein, the singular forms "a", "an" and "the" are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further un-
derstood that the terms "comprises", "comprising,", "in-
cludes" and/or "including", when used herein, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, and/or components, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, inte-
gers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereof.
[0022] Further, many embodiments are described in
terms of sequences of actions to be performed by, for
example, elements of a computing device. It will be rec-
ognized that various actions described herein can be per-
formed by specific circuits (e.g., application specific in-
tegrated circuits (ASICs)), by program instructions being
executed by one or more processors, or by a combination
of both. Additionally, these sequence of actions de-
scribed herein can be considered to be embodied entirely
within any form of computer readable storage medium
having stored therein a corresponding set of computer
instructions that upon execution would cause an associ-
ated processor to perform the functionality described
herein. Thus, the various aspects of the invention may
be embodied in a number of different forms, all of which
have been contemplated to be within the scope of the
claimed subject matter. In addition, for each of the em-
bodiments described herein, the corresponding form of
any such embodiments may be described herein as, for
example, "logic configured to" perform the described ac-
tion.
[0023] FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary operating
environment 100 for a mobile station 108 having wireless
positioning capability. Embodiments are directed to a mo-
bile station 108 which may determine its position based
upon round trip time measurements (RTTs) that are ad-
justed to accommodate for processing delays introduced
by wireless access points. The processing delays may
vary among different access points and may also change
over time. By using information from a relative motion
sensor, the mobile station may calibrate out the effects
of the processing delays introduced by the wireless ac-
cess points.
[0024] The operating environment 100 may contain
one or more different types of wireless communication
systems and/or wireless positioning systems. In the em-
bodiment shown in Fig. 1, a Satellite Positioning System
(SPS) 102 may be used as an independent source of
position information for the mobile station 108. The mo-
bile station 108 may include one or more dedicated SPS
receivers specifically designed to receive signals for de-
riving geo-location information from the SPS satellites.
[0025] The operating environment 100 may also in-
clude a plurality of one or more types of Wide Area Net-

work Wireless Access Points (WAN-WAPs) 104, which
may be used for wireless voice and/or data communica-
tion, and as another source of independent position in-
formation for the mobile station 108. The WAN-WAPs
104 may be part of a wide area wireless network
(WWAN), which may include cellular base stations at
known locations, and/or other wide area wireless sys-
tems, such as, for example, WiMAX (e.g., 802.16). The
WWAN may include other known network components
which are not shown in Fig. 1 for simplicity. Typically,
each of the WAN-WAPs 104a-104c within the WWAN
may operate from fixed positions, and provide network
coverage over large metropolitan and/or regional areas.
[0026] The operating environment 100 may further in-
clude Local Area Network Wireless Access Points (LAN-
WAPs) 106, may be used for wireless voice and/or data
communication, as well as another independent source
of position data. The LAN-WAPs can be part of a Wireless
Local Area Network (WLAN), which may operate in build-
ings and perform communications over smaller geo-
graphic regions than a WWAN. Such LAN-WAPs 106
may be part of, for example, WiFi networks (802.11x),
cellular piconets and/or femtocells, Bluetooth Networks,
etc.
[0027] The mobile station 108 may derive position in-
formation from any one or a combination of the SPS sat-
ellites 102, the WAN-WAPs 104, and/or the LAN-WAPs
106. Each of the aforementioned systems can provide
an independent estimate of the position for the mobile
station 108 using different techniques. In some embod-
iments, the mobile station may combine the solutions de-
rived from each of the different types of access points to
improve the accuracy of the position data. When deriving
position using the SPS 102, the mobile station may utilize
a receiver specifically designed for use with the SPS that
extracts position, using conventional techniques, from a
plurality of signals transmitted by SPS satellites 102.
[0028] A satellite positioning system (SPS) typically in-
cludes a system of transmitters positioned to enable en-
tities to determine their location on or above the Earth
based, at least in part, on signals received from the trans-
mitters. Such a transmitter typically transmits a signal
marked with a repeating pseudo-random noise (PN) code
of a set number of chips and may be located on ground-
based control stations, user equipment and/or space ve-
hicles. In a particular example, such transmitters may be
located on Earth orbiting satellite vehicles (SVs). For ex-
ample, a SV in a constellation of Global Navigation Sat-
ellite System (GNSS) such as Global Positioning System
(GPS), Galileo, Glonass or Compass may transmit a sig-
nal marked with a PN code that is distinguishable from
PN codes transmitted by other SVs in the constellation
(e.g., using different PN codes for each satellite as in
GPS or using the same code on different frequencies as
in Glonass). In accordance with certain aspects, the tech-
niques presented herein are not restricted to global sys-
tems (e.g., GNSS) for SPS. For example, the techniques
provided herein may be applied to or otherwise enabled
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for use in various regional systems, such as, e.g., Quasi-
Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) over Japan, Indian Re-
gional Navigational Satellite System (IRNSS) over India,
Beidou over China, etc., and/or various augmentation
systems (e.g., an Satellite Based Augmentation System
(SBAS)) that may be associated with or otherwise ena-
bled for use with one or more global and/or regional nav-
igation satellite systems. By way of example but not lim-
itation, an SBAS may include an augmentation system(s)
that provides integrity information, differential correc-
tions, etc., such as, e.g., Wide Area Augmentation Sys-
tem (WAAS), European Geostationary Navigation Over-
lay Service (EGNOS), Multi-functional Satellite Augmen-
tation System (MSAS), GPS Aided Geo Augmented Nav-
igation or GPS and Geo Augmented Navigation system
(GAGAN), and/or the like. Thus, as used herein an SPS
may include any combination of one or more global
and/or regional navigation satellite systems and/or aug-
mentation systems, and SPS signals may include SPS,
SPS-like, and/or other signals associated with such one
or more SPS.
[0029] Furthermore, the disclosed method and appa-
ratus may be used with positioning determination sys-
tems that utilize pseudolites or a combination of satellites
and pseudolites. Pseudolites are ground-based transmit-
ters that broadcast a PN code or other ranging code (sim-
ilar to a GPS or CDMA cellular signal) modulated on an
L-band (or other frequency) carrier signal, which may be
synchronized with GPS time. Each such transmitter may
be assigned a unique PN code so as to permit identifi-
cation by a remote receiver. Pseudolites are useful in
situations where GPS signals from an orbiting satellite
might be unavailable, such as in tunnels, mines, build-
ings, urban canyons or other enclosed areas. Another
implementation of pseudolites is known as radio-bea-
cons. The term "satellite", as used herein, is intended to
include pseudolites, equivalents of pseudolites, and pos-
sibly others. The term "SPS signals," as used herein, is
intended to include SPS-like signals from pseudolites or
equivalents of pseudolites.
[0030] When deriving position from the WWAN, each
WAN-WAPs 104a-104c may take the form of base sta-
tions within a digital cellular network, and the mobile sta-
tion 108 may include a cellular transceiver and processor
that can exploit the base station signals to derive position.
Such cellular networks may include, but are not limited
to, standards in accordance with GSM, CMDA, 2G, 3G,
4G, LTE, etc. It should be understood that digital cellular
network may include additional base stations or other
resources show in Fig. 1. While WAN-WAPs 104 may
actually be moveable or otherwise capable of being re-
located, for illustration purposes it will be assumed that
they are essentially arranged in a fixed position.
[0031] The mobile station 108 may perform position
determination using known time-of-arrival techniques
such as, for example, Advanced Forward Link Trilatera-
tion (AFLT). In other embodiments, each WAN-WAP
104a-104c may take the form of a WiMax wireless net-

working base station. In this case, the mobile station 108
may determine its position using time-of-arrival (TOA)
techniques from signals provided by the WAN-WAPs
104. The mobile station 108 may determine positions ei-
ther in a stand-alone mode, or using the assistance of a
positioning server 110 and network 112 using TOA tech-
niques, as will be described in more detail below. Note
that embodiments of the disclosure include having the
mobile station 108 determine position information using
WAN-WAPs 104 which are different types. For example,
some WAN-WAPs 104 may be cellular base stations,
and other WAN-WAPs may be WiMax base stations. In
such an operating environment, the mobile station 108
may be able to exploit the signals from each different
type of WAN-WAP, and further combine the derived po-
sition solutions to improve accuracy.
[0032] When deriving position using the WLAN, the
mobile station 108 may utilize time of arrival techniques
with the assistance of the positioning server 110 and the
network 112. The positioning server 110 may communi-
cate to the mobile station through network 112. Network
112 may include a combination of wired and wireless
networks which incorporate the LAN-WAPs 106. In one
embodiment, each LAN-WAP 106a-106e may be, for ex-
ample, a WiFi wireless access point, which is not neces-
sarily set in a fixed position and can change location. The
position of each LAN-WAP 106a-106e may be stored in
the positioning server 110 in a common coordinate sys-
tem. In one embodiment, the position of the mobile station
108 may be determined by having the mobile station 108
receive signals from each LAN-WAP 106a-106e. Each
signal may be associated with its originating LAN-WAP
based upon some form of identifying information that may
be included in the received signal (such as, for example,
a MAC address). The mobile station 108 may then sort
the received signals based upon signal strength, and de-
rive the time delays associated with each of the sorted
received signals. The mobile station 108 may then form
a message which can include the time delays and the
identifying information of each of the LAN-WAPs, and
send the message via network 112 to the positioning sev-
er 110. Based upon the received message, the position-
ing server may then determine a position, using the
stored locations of the relevant LAN-WAPs 106, of the
mobile station 108. The positioning server 110 may gen-
erate and provide a Location Configuration Indication
(LCI) message to the mobile station 108 that includes a
pointer to the mobile station’s position in a local coordi-
nate system. The LCI message may also include other
points of interest in relation to the location of the mobile
station 108. When computing the position of the mobile
station 108, the positioning server may take into account
the different delays which can be introduced by elements
within the wireless network.
[0033] The position determination techniques de-
scribed herein may be used for various wireless commu-
nication networks such as a wide area wireless network
(WWAN), a wireless local area network (WLAN), a wire-
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less personal area network (WPAN), and so on. The term
"network" and "system" may be used interchangeably. A
WWAN may be a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA)
network, a Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) net-
work, a Frequency Division Multiple Access (FDMA) net-
work, an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access
(OFDMA) network, a Single-Carrier Frequency Division
Multiple Access (SC-FDMA) network, a WiMax (IEEE
802.16) and so on. A CDMA network may implement one
or more radio access technologies (RATs) such as
cdma2000, Wideband-CDMA (W-CDMA), and so on.
Cdma2000 includes IS-95, IS-2000, and IS-856 stand-
ards. A TDMA network may implement Global System
for Mobile Communications (GSM), Digital Advanced
Mobile Phone System (D-AMPS), or some other RAT.
GSM and W-CDMA are described in documents from a
consortium named "3rd Generation Partnership Project"
(3GPP). Cdma2000 is described in documents from a
consortium named "3rd Generation Partnership Project
2" (3GPP2). 3GPP and 3GPP2 documents are publicly
available. A WLAN may be an IEEE 802.11x network,
and a WPAN may be a Bluetooth network, an IEEE
802.15x, or some other type of network. The techniques
may also be used for any combination of WWAN, WLAN
and/or WPAN.
[0034] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating various
components of an exemplary mobile station 200. For the
sake of simplicity, the various features and functions il-
lustrated in the box diagram of Fig. 2 are connected to-
gether using a common bus which is meant to represent
that these various features and functions are operatively
coupled together. Those skilled in the art will recognize
that other connections, mechanisms, features, functions,
or the like, may be provided and adapted as necessary
to operatively couple and configure an actual portable
wireless device. Further, it is also recognized that one or
more of the features or functions illustrated in the exam-
ple of FIG. 2 may be further subdivided or two or more
of the features or functions illustrated in FIG. 2 may be
combined.
[0035] The mobile station 200 may include one or more
wide area network transceiver(s) 204 that may be con-
nected to one or more antennas 202. The wide area net-
work transceiver 204 comprises suitable devices, hard-
ware, and/or software for communicating with and/or de-
tecting signals to/from WAN-WAPs 104, and/or directly
with other wireless devices within a network. In one as-
pect, the wide area network transceiver 204 may com-
prise a CDMA communication system suitable for com-
municating with a CDMA network of wireless base sta-
tions; however in other aspects, the wireless communi-
cation system may comprise another type of cellular te-
lephony network, such as, for example, TDMA or GSM.
Additionally, any other type of wide area wireless net-
working technologies may be used, for example, WiMax
(802.16), etc. The mobile station 200 may also include
one or more local area network transceivers 206 that may
be connected to one or more antennas 202. The local

area network transceiver 204 comprises suitable devic-
es, hardware, and/or software for communicating with
and/or detecting signals to/from LAN-WAPs 106, and/or
directly with other wireless devices within a network. In
one aspect, the local area network transceiver 204 may
comprise a WiFi (802.11x) communication system suit-
able for communicating with one or more wireless access
points; however in other aspects, the local area network
transceiver 206 comprise another type of local area net-
work, personal area network, (e.g., Bluetooth). Addition-
ally, any other type of wireless networking technologies
may be used, for example, Ultra Wide Band, ZigBee,
wireless USB etc.
[0036] As used herein, the abbreviated term "wireless
access point" (WAP) may be used to refer to LAN-WAPs
106 and/or WAN-WAPs 104. Specifically, in the descrip-
tion presented below, when the term "WAP" is used, it
should be understood that embodiments may include a
mobile station 200 that can exploit signals from a plurality
of LAN-WAPs 106, a plurality of WAN-WAPs 104, or any
combination of the two. The specific type of WAP being
utilized by the mobile station 200 may depend upon the
environment of operation. Moreover, the mobile station
200 may dynamically select between the various types
of WAPs in order to arrive at an accurate position solution.
In other embodiments, various network elements may
operate in a peer-to-peer manner, whereby, for example,
the mobile station may be replaced with the WAP, or vice
versa. Other peer-to-peer embodiments may include an-
other mobile station (not shown) acting in place of one
or more WAP.
[0037] An SPS receiver 208 may also be included in
the mobile station 200. The SPS receiver 208 may be
connected to the one or more antennas 202 for receiving
satellite signals. The SPS receiver 208 may comprise
any suitable hardware and/or software for receiving and
processing SPS signals. The SPS receiver 208 requests
information and operations as appropriate from the other
systems, and performs the calculations necessary to de-
termine the mobile station’s 200 position using measure-
ments obtained by any suitable SPS algorithm.
[0038] A relative motion sensor 212 may be coupled
to a processor 210 to provide relative movement and/or
orientation information which is independent of motion
data derived from signals received by the wide area net-
work transceiver 204, the local area network transceiver
206 and the SPS receiver 208.
[0039] By way of example but not limitation, the relative
motion sensor 212 may utilize an accelerometer (e.g., a
MEMS device), a gyroscope, a geomagnetic sensor
(e.g., a compass), an altimeter (e.g., a barometric pres-
sure altimeter), and/or any other type of movement de-
tection sensor. Moreover, the relative motion sensor 212
may include a plurality of different types of devices and
combine their outputs in order to provide motion informa-
tion. For example, the relative motion sensor 212 may
use a combination of a multi-axis accelerometer and ori-
entation sensors to provide the ability to compute posi-
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tions in 2-D and/or 3-D coordinate systems.
[0040] The processor 210 may be connected to the
wide area network transceiver 204, local area network
transceiver 206, the SPS receiver 208 and the relative
motion sensor 212. The processor 210 may include one
or more microprocessors, microcontrollers, and/or digital
signal processors that provide processing functions, as
well as other calculation and control functionality. The
processor 210 may also include memory 214 for storing
data and software instructions for executing programmed
functionality within the mobile station. The memory 214
may be on-board the processor 210 (e.g., within the same
IC package), and/or the memory may be external mem-
ory to the processor and functionally coupled over a data
bus. The details of software functionality associated with
aspects of the disclosure will be discussed in more detail
below.
[0041] A number of software modules and data tables
may reside in memory 214 and be utilized by the proc-
essor 210 in order to manage both communications and
positioning determination functionality. As illustrated in
FIG. 2, memory 214 may include and/or otherwise re-
ceive a wireless-based positioning module 216, an ap-
plication module 218, and a relative positioning module
228. One should appreciate that the organization of the
memory contents as shown in FIG. 2 is merely exempla-
ry, and as such the functionality of the modules and/or
data structures may be combined, separated, and/or be
structured in different ways depending upon the imple-
mentation of the mobile station 200.
[0042] The application module 218 may be a process
running on the processor 210 of the mobile device 200,
which requests position information from the wireless-
based positioning module 216. Applications typically run
within an upper layer of the software architectures, and
may include Indoor Navigation, Buddy Locator, Shopping
and Coupons, Asset Tracking, and location Aware Serv-
ice Discovery. The wireless-based positioning module
216 may derive the position of the mobile device 200
using information derived from time information meas-
ured from signals exchanged with a plurality of WAPs.
In order to accurately determine position using time-
based techniques, reasonable estimates of time delays,
introduced by the processing time of each WAP, may be
used to calibrate/adjust the time measurements obtained
from the signals. As used herein, these time delays are
referred to as "processing delays."
[0043] Calibration to further refine the processing de-
lays of the WAPs may be performed using information
obtained by the relative motion sensor 212. In one em-
bodiment, the relative motion sensor 212 may directly
provide position and/or orientation data to the processor
210, which may be stored in memory 214 in the posi-
tion/motion data module 226. In other embodiments, the
relative motion sensor 212 may provided data which
should be further processed by processor 210 to derive
information to perform the calibration. For example, the
relative motion sensor 212 may provide acceleration

and/or orientation data (single or multi-axis) which can
be processed using relative positioning module 228 to
derive position data for adjusting the processing delays
in the wireless-based positioning module 216.
[0044] After calibration, the position may then be out-
put to the application module 218 in response to its afore-
mentioned request. In addition, the wireless-based posi-
tioning module 216 may utilize a parameter database
224 for exchanging operational parameters. Such pa-
rameters may include the determined processing delays
for each WAP, the WAPs positions in a common coordi-
nate frame, various parameters associated with the net-
work, initial processing delay estimates, etc.
[0045] In other embodiments, the additional informa-
tion may optionally include auxiliary position and/or mo-
tion data which may be determined from other sources
besides the relative motion sensor 212, such as, for ex-
ample, from SPS measurements. The auxiliary position
data may be intermittent and/or noisy, but may be useful
as another source of independent information for esti-
mating the processing delays of the WAPs depending
upon the environment in which the mobile station 200 is
operating.
[0046] For example, in some embodiments, the rela-
tive position data supplied by the relative motion sensor
212 (either directly from the position/motion data module
226 or derived by the relative positioning module 228)
may be supplemented by data derived from the SPS re-
ceiver 208. In other embodiments, the relative position
data may be combined with data determined through ad-
ditional networks using non-RTT techniques (e.g., AFLT
within a CDMA network). In certain implementations, all
or part of the auxiliary position/motion data 226 may also
be provided by way of the relative motion sensor 212
and/or the SPS receiver 214 without further processing
by the processor 210. In some embodiments, the auxil-
iary position/motion data 226 may be directly provided
by the relative motion sensor 212 and/or the SPS receiver
208 to the processor 210.
[0047] While the modules shown in Fig. 2 are illustrated
in the example as being contained in the memory 214, it
is recognized that in certain implementations such pro-
cedures may be provided for or otherwise operatively
arranged using other or additional mechanisms. For ex-
ample, all or part of the wireless-based positioning mod-
ule 216 and/or the application module 218 may be pro-
vided in firmware. Additionally, while in this example the
wireless-based positioning module 216 and the applica-
tion module 218 are illustrated as being separate fea-
tures, it is recognized, for example, that such procedures
may be combined together as one procedure or perhaps
with other procedures, or otherwise further divided into
a plurality of sub-procedures.
[0048] The processor 210 may include any form of log-
ic suitable for performing at least the techniques provided
herein. For example, the processor 210 may be opera-
tively configurable based on instructions in the memory
214 to selectively initiate one or more routines that exploit
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motion data for use in other portions of the mobile device.
[0049] The mobile station 200 may include a user in-
terface 250 which provides any suitable interface sys-
tems, such as a microphone/speaker 252, keypad 254,
and display 256 that allows user interaction with the mo-
bile station 200. The microphone/speaker 252 provides
for voice communication services using the wide area
network transceiver 204 and/or the local area network
transceiver 206. The keypad 254 comprises any suitable
buttons for user input. The display 256 comprises any
suitable display, such as, for example, a backlit LCD dis-
play, and may further include a touch screen display for
additional user input modes.
[0050] As used herein, the mobile station 108 may be
any portable or movable device or machine that is con-
figurable to acquire wireless signals transmitted from,
and transmit wireless signals to, one or more wireless
communication devices or networks. As shown in Figs.
1 and 2, the mobile station 108 is representative of such
a portable wireless device. Thus, by way of example but
not limitation, the mobile station 108 may include a radio
device, a cellular telephone device, a computing device,
a personal communication system (PCS) device, or other
like movable wireless communication equipped device,
appliance, or machine. The term "mobile station" is also
intended to include devices which communicate with a
personal navigation device (PND), such as by short-
range wireless, infrared, wire line connection, or other
connection - regardless of whether satellite signal recep-
tion, assistance data reception, and/or position-related
processing occurs at the device or at the PND. Also, "mo-
bile station" is intended to include all devices, including
wireless devices, computers, laptops, etc. which are ca-
pable of communication with a server, such as via the
Internet, WiFi, or other network, and regardless of wheth-
er satellite signal reception, assistance data reception,
and/or position-related processing occurs at the device,
at a server, or at another device associated with the net-
work. Any operable combination of the above is also con-
sidered a "mobile station."
[0051] As used herein, the term "wireless device" may
refer to any type of wireless communication device which
may transfer information over a network and also have
position determination and/or navigation functionality.
The wireless device may be any cellular mobile terminal,
personal communication system (PCS) device, personal
navigation device, laptop, personal digital assistant, or
any other suitable mobile device capable of receiving and
processing network and/or SPS signals.

Wireless-Based Position Determination

[0052] As used herein, "wireless-based position deter-
mination" means a position determination that is made
based on wireless signals. The wireless-based position
determination may be accomplished in a variety of ways
using separate signal sources or a combination thereof.
In some embodiments, wireless position determination

may be performed using SPS measurements. For exam-
ple, if the mobile station 108 has just entered an indoor
environment, or if the indoor environment does not se-
verely attenuate SPS signals, satellite positioning may
be used. In other embodiments, techniques using signals
employed for voice/data communication may be exploit-
ed for position determination. Such techniques may in-
clude, for example, position determination utilizing a
WLAN and/or a WWAN (e.g., WiFi, WiMAX, cellular net-
works, etc.). Some embodiments may utilize and/or in-
corporate techniques described in the co-pending appli-
cation entitled "WIRELESS POSITION DETERMINA-
TION USING ADJUSTED ROUND TRIP TIME MEAS-
UREMENTS" by Aggarwal et al., EP 2746802 A1.
[0053] A simplified environment is shown in FIG. 3 for
illustrating an exemplary technique for determining a po-
sition of the mobile station 108. The mobile station 108
may communicate wirelessly with a plurality of WAPs
311 using RF signals (e.g., 2.4 GHz) and standardized
protocols for the modulation of the RF signals and the
exchanging of information packets (e.g., IEEE 802.11).
By extracting different types of information from the ex-
changed signals, and utilizing the layout of the network
(i.e., the network geometry as described below) the mo-
bile station 108 may determine its position in a predefined
reference coordinate system. As shown in FIG. 3, the
mobile station may specify its position (xt, yt) using a two-
dimensional coordinate system; however, embodiments
disclosed herein are not so limited, and may also be ap-
plicable to determining positions using a three-dimen-
sional coordinate system, if the extra dimension is de-
sired. Additionally, while three WAPS 311a - 311c are
shown in FIG. 3, embodiments may theoretically use only
two WAPs when determining positions in two-dimen-
sions. On the other hand, it may be desirable to utilize
additional WAPs and solve for position using techniques
applicable to over-determined systems, which can aver-
age out various errors introduced by different noise ef-
fects, and thus improve the accuracy of the determined
position.
[0054] In order to determine position (xt, yt) using wire-
less signal measurements, the mobile station 108 may
first need to determine the network geometry. The net-
work geometry can include the positions of each of the
WAPS 311 in a reference coordinate system ((xi, yi),
where i=1, 2, 3). The mobile station may then determine
a distance (di, where i=1, 2, 3) to each of the WAPS 311.
As will be described in more detail below, there are a
number of different approaches for estimating these dis-
tances (di) by exploiting different characteristics of the
RF signals exchanged between the mobile station 108
and WAPs 311. Such characteristics may include, as will
be discussed below, the round trip propagation time of
the signals, and/or the strength of the signals (RSSI).
[0055] In other embodiments, the distances (di) may
in part be determined or refined using other sources of
information that are not associated with the WAPs. For
example, other positioning systems, such as SPS, may
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be used to provide a rough estimate of di. (Note that it is
likely that SPS may have insufficient signal in the antic-
ipated operating environments (indoors, metropolitan,
etc.) to provide a consistently accurate estimate of di.
However SPS signals may be combined with other infor-
mation to assist in the position determination process.)
Other relative positioning devices may reside in the mo-
bile station 108 which can be used as a basis to provide
rough estimates of relative position and/or direction (e.g.,
on-board accelerometers).
[0056] Once each distance is determined, the mobile
station can then solve for its position (xt, yt) by using a
variety of known geometric techniques, such as, for ex-
ample, trilateration. From FIG. 3, it can be seen that the
position of the mobile station 108 ideally lies at the inter-
section of the circles drawn using dotted lines. Each circle
being defined by radius dk and center (xk, yk), where k=1,
2, 3. In practice, the intersection of these circles will not
lie at a single point due to the noise and other errors in
the networking system.
[0057] At time t=t+1, the mobile station may move to
a new position (xt+1, yt+1) which may be offset from the

original position (xt, yt) by the vector V. The relative mo-

tion sensor 212 may provide information to resolve the
relative offset V, and update the position of the mobile
station 108. This position update may also be used to
adjust the time delays associated with each of the WAPs
311 in order to improve the accuracy of the wireless-
based position determination. In other embodiments, the
magnitude of V may be threshold to determine if the mo-
bile is stationary. In some embodiments, if the mobile is
stationary, it may perform additional wireless-based
measurements and average them together to improve
the estimate of the WAP processing delays. In other em-
bodiments, appropriate components within the mobile
station 108 may enter a sleep state when it is not moving
in order to conserve power.
[0058] Further referring to Fig. 3, determining the dis-
tance between the mobile station 108 and each WAP
311 may involve exploiting time information of the RF
signals. Such techniques may involve determining the
time delays introduced by various elements within the
network in order to accurately determine position.
[0059] For example, one position determination tech-
nique may include determining the round trip time (RTT)
of signals exchanged between the mobile station 108
and a WAP 311. RTT techniques can measure the time
between sending a data packet and receiving an ac-
knowledgement. This RTT may be accurately converted
to a distance (dk) if processing delays in the WAP are
known.
[0060] To measure the RTT with respect to a given
WAP 311k, the mobile station 108 may send a directed
probe request to the WAP 311k, and then record the time
the probe request packet was sent (tTX Packet). After a
propagation time tP from the mobile station 108 to the
WAP 311k, the WAP will receive the packet. The WAP

311k may then process the directed probe request and
may send an ACK back to the mobile station 108 after
some processing delay Δ. After a second propagation
time tp, the mobile station 108 may record the time the
ACK packet was received (tRX ACK). The mobile station
may then determine the RTT as the time difference tRX
ACK - tTX Packet.
[0061] If the mobile station 108 knows the WAP 311k
processing delay Δ, it can then estimate the propagation
time to the WAP 311k as (RTT-Δ)/2, which will corre-
spond to the distance (dk) between the mobile station
108 and the WAP 311k. However, since the mobile sta-
tion 108 typically has no knowledge of the WAP 311k
processing delay, the mobile station 108 should obtain
an accurate estimate of the processing delay Δ before it
can estimate the distance to the WAP 311k.

Improving Wireless-Based Positioning Using Relative 
Motion Sensor Information

[0062] FIG. 4 is diagram illustrating an embodiment for
utilizing information obtained from the relative motion
sensor 212 to refine a position of a mobile station and/or
adjust the processing delay for each WAP. Initially, the
mobile station 108 may have determined its position (x0,
y0) using the wireless-based position measurements
(RTT-based, RSSI-based and/or SPS-based) as de-
scribed above. The WAP 411 may be at position (xWAP-i,
yWAP-i), being a distance di,0 from mobile station 108.
While only one WAP 411 is shown in FIG 4 for simplicity,
it should be understood that other WAPs are typically
within wireless range. The position (xWAP-i, yWAP-i) of
WAP 411 may be known by the mobile station 108 and
can be expressed in a standard reference coordinate
frame (e.g., WGS-84 used in GPS).
[0063] The mobile station 108 may move from position
(x0, y0) to position (x1, y1). This movement may be de-
tected by the relative motion sensor 212, which may then
provide information so that a displacement D and an an-
gle θ may be determined. For example, a single displace-
ment value D may be determined by the appropriate in-
tegration of a single axis accelerometer. The angle may
be determined using a single orientation sensor meas-
uring an angle in the horizontal plane. The angle θ may
be measured with respect to the original line of sight be-
tween WAP 411 and mobile station 108 (along (di,0)).
[0064] If it is determined that the displacement is large
enough to indicate actual motion of the mobile station,
then a new distance (di,1) between the WAP 411 and the
mobile station 108 may be calculated. If the displacement
is relatively small, the mobile station may use a simpler
method to determine position other than trilateration in
order to save power. For example, a simple trigonometric
formula such as the law of cosines may be used. The
new distance (di,1) between the WAP 411 and the mobile
station’s new position (x1, y1) may be computed using
the old displacement (di,0), the angle θ, and the displace-
ment D. Once the new distance di,1 is found, the process-
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ing delay (Δi) associated with WAP 411 may be deter-
mined as follows in Eqn. 3. 

where:

RTTi,1 is a new round trip time associated with WAP
411 at the new position (x1,y1).

[0065] As the mobile station 108 moves about, multiple
estimates of the processing delay may be combined for
each WAP to reduce noise. For example, multiple meas-
urements may be combined using an exponential low
pass filter.
[0066] In another embodiment, the relative motion sen-
sor 212 may instead provide the displacement compo-
nents (Dx, Dy) to describe the relative displacement of
the mobile station 108. These displacement components
may be in a body-fixed reference associated with the
mobile station 108. The body-fixed components may be
converted to a standard reference frame if the orientation
of the body fixed frame is known with respect to a known
reference. In one embodiment, the relative motion sensor
212 may further include an orientation sensor which can
provide planar angular information with respect to a
known reference (e.g., a geo-magnetic sensor providing
an angle with respect to north). By combining the angle
and the relative displacement components, along with
the old position (x0,y0) of the mobile station 108, a vector
describing the new position of the mobile station 108 may
be determined in the standard reference frame. This vec-
tor may then easily be used to compute new displace-
ment (di,1) between the WAP 411 and the mobile station
108.
[0067] While FIG. 4 shows the position information be-
ing described in a two-dimensional reference frame, it
should be appreciative that the position determination
may be performed in three-dimensional space. In such
a case, the relative motion sensor may be a three-axis
accelerometer that provides three components of dis-
placement (Dx, Dy, Dz) in a body-fixed reference frame,
and the orientation sensor provide two reference angles
(e.g., the angle with respect to north and the angle with
respect to nadir). In addition, an altimeter may be used
to assist in the three-dimensional position determination.
For example, z-axis information may be determined us-
ing a barometric pressure sensor, which may provide
height in a quantized using the barometric pressure sen-
sor, the error in the z-dimension can be made with +/-5
feet for a typical office building.

Other Uses for Relative Motion Sensor Information

[0068] As described above, thresholding operations
may be performed on the displacement distance di,1 to

determine if the mobile station is moving. For example,
if di,1 is below a certain value, it may be safely assumed
that the mobile station is not moving. In this case, addi-
tional wireless measurements could be made, and com-
bined to reduce noise. Such combination may include
any type of known averaging, filtering, and/or other
processing techniques to reduce noise / improve signal.
Such techniques could be used to better estimate posi-
tion, and/or improve the estimate of the processing delay
for each WAP 311.
[0069] In another embodiment, the mobile station
could be placed in a power saving mode wherein the rate
at which the mobile device attempts to obtain a position
fix may be reduced. This power saving mode may be
entered upon detecting that the mobile station has not
moved over a certain period of time, and thus reduce the
position update frequency in order to save battery power.
The frequency of the position update may be reduced to
zero.
[0070] FIG. 5 is a flowchart including an exemplary
process 500 for adjusting the position of the mobile sta-
tion 108 obtained from wireless measurements using a
relative motion sensor 212. Moreover, the embodiment
illustrates further methods for power saving and position
averaging as described above. The process 500 may be
performed at the mobile station 108 by processor 210,
operating in conjunction with the relative motion sensor
212, the wide area network transceiver 204, the local
area network transceiver 206 and/or the SPS receiver
208.
[0071] The process 500 may initially start out by deter-
mining the position of the mobile station (MS) 108 using
wireless measurements (B505). As mentioned above,
the wireless measurements may be RTT-based. In other
embodiments, the wireless measurements may be pro-
vided by or in conjunction with the SPS receiver 208.
Next, the process 500 may measure the relative move-
ment of the mobile station 108 using information provided
by the relative motion sensor 212 (B510). A thresholding
operation may be performed to determine if the mobile
station 108 was moving (i.e., actually displaced) (B515).
If the MS 108 was in motion, another determination may
be performed to test if the relative displacement exceeds
a threshold (B535). If the relative displacement is large,
the mobile station will loop back to B505 and determine
the new MS position using new wireless measurements.
The reason for this is because the large displacement
may have caused a change in the relative signal
strengths of one or more WAPs 311. Alternatively, if it
was determined that the relative displacement was below
a threshold in B535, the position of the MS 108 may be
adjusted using information provided by the relative mo-
tion sensor. Additionally, the processing delay for each
WAP 311 may be adjusted by determining the new dis-
tances to each WAP (based on the information provided
by the relative motion sensor 212), and by performing
new wireless position determination measurements to
each associated WAP (B540). The process 500 may the
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loop back to B510 where the relative movement of the
MS 108 is monitored by the motion sensor 212.
[0072] If it is determined in B515 that no substantial
displacement was detected (i.e., the mobile station 108
was stationary), the mobile station may enter a low power
state (B530) if it was determined to be set in a power
saving mode (B520). If the mobile station is not in a power
saving mode as determined in B520, the mobile station
may refine its position and/or WAP processing delay es-
timates by averaging additional wireless-based position-
ing measurements (B525). Because the mobile station
is stationary, each new independent position should be
highly correlated, and averaging these values may sig-
nificantly reduce noise and improved the processing de-
lay estimates. Once B525 is completed, the process 500
may loop back to B510 in order for the relative motion
sensor to further monitor the mobile station 108 move-
ments.
[0073] Those of skill in the art will appreciate that in-
formation and signals may be represented using any of
a variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, sig-
nals, bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced
throughout the above description may be represented by
voltages, currents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic
fields or particles, optical fields or particles, or any com-
bination thereof.
[0074] Further, those of skill in the art will appreciate
that the various illustrative logical blocks, modules, cir-
cuits, and algorithm steps described in connection with
the embodiments disclosed herein may be implemented
as electronic hardware, computer software, or combina-
tions of both. To clearly illustrate this interchangeability
of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware
or software depends upon the particular application and
design constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled
artisans may implement the described functionality in
varying ways for each particular application, but such im-
plementation decisions should not be interpreted as
causing a departure from the scope of the present inven-
tion.
[0075] The methodologies described herein may be
implemented by various means depending upon the ap-
plication. For example, these methodologies may be im-
plemented in hardware, firmware, software, or any com-
bination thereof. For a hardware implementation, the
processing units may be implemented within one or more
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), digital
signal processors (DSPs), digital signal processing de-
vices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices (PLDs),
field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), processors,
controllers, micro-controllers, microprocessors, elec-
tronic devices, other electronic units designed to perform
the functions described herein, or a combination thereof.
[0076] For a firmware and/or software implementation,

the methodologies may be implemented with modules
(e.g., procedures, functions, and so on) that perform the
functions described herein. Any machine-readable me-
dium tangibly embodying instructions may be used in im-
plementing the methodologies described herein. For ex-
ample, software codes may be stored in a memory and
executed by a processor unit. Memory may be imple-
mented within the processor unit or external to the proc-
essor unit. As used herein the term "memory" refers to
any type of long term, short term, volatile, nonvolatile, or
other memory and is not to be limited to any particular
type of memory or number of memories, or type of media
upon which memory is stored.
[0077] If implemented in firmware and/or software, the
functions may be stored as one or more instructions or
code on a computer-readable medium. Examples in-
clude computer-readable media encoded with a data
structure and computer-readable media encoded with a
computer program. Computer-readable media includes
physical computer storage media. A storage medium
may be any available medium that can be accessed by
a computer. By way of example, and not limitation, such
computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, mag-
netic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium that can be used to store desired pro-
gram code in the form of instructions or data structures
and that can be accessed by a computer; disk and disc,
as used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc,
optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and
blu-ray disc where disks usually reproduce data magnet-
ically, while discs reproduce data optically with lasers.
Combinations of the above should also be included within
the scope of computer-readable media.
[0078] In addition to storage on computer readable me-
dium, instructions and/or data may be provided as signals
on transmission media included in a communication ap-
paratus. For example, a communication apparatus may
include a transceiver having signals indicative of instruc-
tions and data. The instructions and data are configured
to cause one or more processors to implement the func-
tions outlined in the claims. That is, the communication
apparatus includes transmission media with signals in-
dicative of information to perform disclosed functions. At
a first time, the transmission media included in the com-
munication apparatus may include a first portion of the
information to perform the disclosed functions, while at
a second time the transmission media included in the
communication apparatus may include a second portion
of the information to perform the disclosed functions.
[0079] Accordingly, an embodiment of the invention
can include a computer readable media embodying a
method for adjusting wireless-based positions using rel-
ative motion sensors. Accordingly, the invention is not
limited to illustrated examples and any means for per-
forming the functionality described herein are included
in embodiments of the invention.
[0080] While the foregoing disclosure shows illustra-
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tive embodiments of the invention, it should be noted that
various changes and modifications could be made herein
without departing from the scope of the invention as de-
fined by the appended claims. The functions, steps
and/or actions of the method claims in accordance with
the embodiments of the invention described herein need
not be performed in any particular order. Furthermore,
although elements of the invention may be described or
claimed in the singular, the plural is contemplated unless
limitation to the singular is explicitly stated.

Claims

1. A method (500) for adjusting a wireless-based posi-
tion estimate of a mobile station (108) using a relative
motion sensor (212), comprising:

estimating (B505) a position of a mobile station
(108) based upon wireless signal measure-
ments;
measuring (B510) a movement of the mobile
station (108) using the relative motion sensor
(212);
detecting (B515) a displacement of the mobile
station (108) based upon the measured move-
ment;
determining (B535) whether the displacement
exceeds a threshold; and
adjusting (B540) the estimated position of the
mobile station (108) using information from the
relative motion sensor (212) if the displacement
does not exceed the threshold.

2. The method (500) of claim 1, further comprising:

updating (B505) the position of the mobile sta-
tion (108) using additional wireless measure-
ments if the displacement exceeds the thresh-
old.

3. The method (500) of claim 1, further comprising:

detecting (B515) substantially no displacement
based upon the movement data;
determining (B520) that the mobile station in a
power saving mode; and
entering (B530) a reduced power consumption
state.

4. The method (500) of claim 1, further comprising:

detecting substantially no displacement based
upon the movement data;
determining an updated position of the mobile
station based upon additional wireless signal
measurements; and
combining the estimated and updated positions

of the mobile station to produce an improved
position estimate.

5. The method (500) of claim 1, wherein the estimating
(B505) a position of a mobile station (108) further
comprises:

determining a distance to each of a plurality of
wireless access points (311 a... c) based upon
a propagation delay and a processing delay as-
sociated with each wireless access point
(311a...c); and
calculating the position of the mobile station
(108) using the distance to each wireless access
point (311a...c).

6. The method (500) of claim 5, wherein the adjusting
(B540) the estimated position of the mobile station
(108) further comprises:

deriving a displacement vector using the infor-
mation from the relative motion sensor (212);
and
refining the processing delay associated with
each wireless access point (311a...c) using the
derived displacement vector.

7. The method (500) of claim 5, wherein the adjusting
(B540) the estimated position of the mobile station
(108) further comprises:

deriving a displacement vector using the infor-
mation from the relative motion sensor (212);
and
combining the estimated position of the mobile
station (108) with the displacement vector to de-
termine a new position.

8. The method (500) of claim 1, wherein the estimating
(B505) a position of a mobile station further compris-
es:

determining the mobile station position based
upon Satellite Positioning System (SPS) signal
measurements.

9. The method (500) of claim 1, wherein the measuring
(B510) a movement of the mobile station (108) fur-
ther comprises:

measuring an acceleration of the mobile station
(108);
integrating the acceleration to determine a dis-
tance;
determining an orientation angle corresponding
to the movement of the mobile station (108); and
combining the acceleration and orientation an-
gle to determine a vector describing the dis-
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placement of the mobile station (108).

10. The method (500) of claim 9, wherein the detecting
(B515) a displacement of the mobile station (108)
further comprises:

thresholding the distance to classify the state of
the mobile station (108) as being stationary or
moving.

11. The method (500) of claim 4, wherein the combining
the estimated and updated positions of the mobile
station (108) further comprises:

filtering multiple measurements of position de-
rived using the wireless signal measurements
to refine a processing delay associated with
each wireless access point (311a...c).

12. The method (500) of claim 4, wherein the mobile
station (108) and the wireless access points (31
la...c) operate in accordance with IEEE 802.11
standards.

13. An apparatus (200) for adjusting a wireless-based
position estimate of a mobile station (108) using a
relative motion sensor (212), comprising:

means for estimating a position of a mobile sta-
tion based upon wireless signal measurements;
means for measuring a movement of the mobile
station (108) using the relative motion sensor
(212);
means for detecting a displacement of the mo-
bile station (108) based upon the measured
movement;
means for determining whether the displace-
ment exceeds a threshold; and
means for adjusting the estimated position of
the mobile station (108) using information from
the relative motion sensor (212) if the displace-
ment does not exceed the threshold.

14. The apparatus (200) of claim 13, further comprising:

means for updating the position of the mobile
station (108) using additional wireless measure-
ments if the displacement exceeds the thresh-
old.

15. The apparatus (200) of claim 13, further comprising:

means for detecting substantially no displace-
ment based upon the movement data;
means for determining that the mobile station
(108) in a power saving mode; and
means for entering a reduced power consump-
tion state.

16. The apparatus (200) of claim 13, further comprising:

means for detecting substantially no displace-
ment based upon the movement data;
means for determining an updated position of a
mobile station (108) based upon additional wire-
less signal measurements; and
means for combining the estimated and updated
positions of the mobile station to improve the
accuracy thereof.

17. A machine-readable medium comprising instruc-
tions, which, when executed by a machine, cause
the machine to perform the method of any one of
claims 1 to 12.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren (500) zum Anpassen einer drahtlos
basierten Positionsschätzung einer Mobilstation
(108) unter Verwendung eines Relativbewegungs-
sensors (212), aufweisend:

Schätzen (B505) einer Position einer Mobilsta-
tion (108) basierend auf drahtlosen Signalmes-
sungen,
Messen (B510) einer Bewegung der Mobilstati-
on (108) unter Verwendung des Relativbewe-
gungssensors (212),
Erfassen (B515) einer Verschiebung der Mobil-
station (108) basierend auf der gemessenen Be-
wegung,
Bestimmen (B535), ob die Verschiebung einen
Schwellwert überschreitet, und
Anpassen (B540) der geschätzten Position der
Mobilstation (108) unter Verwendung von Infor-
mationen von dem Relativbewegungssensor
(212), wenn die Verschiebung den Schwellwert
nicht überschreitet.

2. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, das weiterhin auf-
weist:

Aktualisieren (B505) der Position der Mobilsta-
tion (108) unter Verwendung von weiteren
drahtlosen Messungen, wenn die Verschiebung
den Schwellwert überschreitet.

3. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, das weiterhin auf-
weist:

Erfassen (B515) von im Wesentlichen keiner
Verschiebung basierend auf den Bewegungs-
daten,
Bestimmen (B520), dass sich die Mobilstation
in einem Stromsparmodus befindet, und
Eintreten (B530) in einen Zustand mit einem re-
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duzierten Stromverbrauch.

4. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, das weiterhin auf-
weist:

Erfassen von im Wesentlichen keiner Verschie-
bung basierend auf den Bewegungsdaten,
Bestimmen einer aktualisierten Position der Mo-
bilstation basierend auf weiteren drahtlosen Si-
gnalmessungen, und
Kombinieren der geschätzten und aktualisierten
Positionen der Mobilstation, um eine verbesser-
te Positionsschätzung zu erzeugen.

5. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Schät-
zen (B505) einer Position einer Mobilstation (108)
weiterhin aufweist:

Bestimmen einer Distanz zu jedem aus einer
Vielzahl von drahtlosen Zugangspunkten
(311a...c) basierend auf einer Ausbreitungsver-
zögerung und einer Verarbeitungsverzögerung,
die mit jedem drahtlosen Zugangspunkt
(311a...c) assoziiert sind, und
Berechnen der Position der Mobilstation (108)
unter Verwendung der Distanz zu jedem draht-
losen Zugangspunkt (311a...c).

6. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Anpas-
sen (B540) der geschätzten Position der Mobilstati-
on (108) weiterhin aufweist:

Ableiten eines Verschiebungsvektors unter Ver-
wendung der Informationen von dem Relativbe-
wegungssensor (212), und
Verfeinern der Verarbeitungsverzögerung, die
mit jedem drahtlosen Zugangspunkt (311a...c)
assoziiert ist, unter Verwendung des abgeleite-
ten Verschiebungsvektors.

7. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Anpas-
sen (B540) der geschätzten Position der Mobilstati-
on (108) weiterhin aufweist:

Ableiten eines Verschiebungsvektors unter Ver-
wendung der Informationen von dem Relativbe-
wegungssensor (212), und
Kombinieren der geschätzten Position der Mo-
bilstation (108) mit dem Verschiebungsvektor,
um eine neue Position zu bestimmen.

8. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Schät-
zen (B505) einer Position einer Mobilstation weiter-
hin aufweist:

Bestimmen der Position der Mobilstation basie-
rend auf Signalmessungen eines Satellitenpo-
sitionsbestimmungssystems (SPS).

9. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Mes-
sen (B510) einer Bewegung der Mobilstation (108)
weiterhin aufweist:

Messen einer Beschleunigung der Mobilstation
(108),
Integrieren der Beschleunigung, um eine Dis-
tanz zu bestimmen,
Bestimmen eines Ausrichtungswinkels in Ent-
sprechung zu der Bewegung der Mobilstation
(108), und
Kombinieren der Beschleunigung und des Aus-
richtungswinkels, um einen Vektor zu bestim-
men, der die Verschiebung der Mobilstation
(108) beschreibt.

10. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 9, wobei das Erfas-
sen (B515) einer Verschiebung der Mobilstation
(108) weiterhin aufweist:

Schwellwertverarbeiten der Distanz, um den Zu-
stand der Mobilstation (108) als stationär oder
beweglich zu klassifizieren.

11. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Kom-
binieren der geschätzten und aktualisierten Positio-
nen der Mobilstation (108) weiterhin aufweist:

Filtern von mehreren Messungen der Position,
die unter Verwendung der drahtlosen Signal-
messungen abgeleitet werden, um eine mit je-
dem drahtlosen Zugangspunkt (311 a...c) asso-
ziierte Verarbeitungsverzögerung zu verfeinern.

12. Verfahren (500) nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Mobil-
station (108) und die drahtlosen Zugangspunkte
(311a...c) gemäß IEEE 802.11-Standards betrieben
werden.

13. Eine Vorrichtung (200) zum Anpassen einer drahtlos
basierten Positionsschätzung einer Mobilstation
(108) unter Verwendung eines Relativbewegungs-
sensors (212), aufweisend:

Mittel zum Schätzen einer Position einer Mobil-
station basierend auf drahtlosen Signalmessun-
gen,
Mittel zum Messen einer Bewegung der Mobil-
station (108) unter Verwendung des Relativbe-
wegungssensors (212),
Mittel zum Erfassen einer Verschiebung der Mo-
bilstation (108) basierend auf der gemessenen
Bewegung,
Mittel zum Bestimmen, ob die Verschiebung ei-
nen Schwellwert überschreitet, und
Mittel zum Anpassen der geschätzten Position
der Mobilstation (108) unter Verwendung von
Informationen von dem Relativbewegungssen-
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sor (212), wenn die Verschiebung den Schwell-
wert nicht überschreitet.

14. Vorrichtung (200) nach Anspruch 13, die weiterhin
aufweist:

Mittel zum Aktualisieren der Position der Mobil-
station (108) unter Verwendung von weiteren
drahtlosen Messungen, wenn die Verschiebung
den Schwellwert überschreitet.

15. Vorrichtung (200) nach Anspruch 13, die weiterhin
aufweist:

Mittel zum Erfassen von im Wesentlichen keiner
Verschiebung basierend auf den Bewegungs-
daten,
Mittel zum Bestimmen, dass sich die Mobilsta-
tion (108) in einem Stromsparmodus befindet,
und
Mittel zum Eintreten in einen Zustand mit einem
reduzierten Stromverbrauch.

16. Vorrichtung (200) nach Anspruch 13, die weiterhin
aufweist:

Mittel zum Erfassen von im Wesentlichen keiner
Verschiebung basierend auf den Bewegungs-
daten,
Mittel zum Bestimmen einer aktualisierten Po-
sition einer Mobilstation (108) basierend auf
weiteren drahtlosen Signalmessungen, und
Mittel zum Kombinieren der geschätzten und ak-
tualisierten Positionen der Mobilstation, um die
Genauigkeit zu verbessern.

17. Ein maschinenlesbares Medium mit Befehlen, die
bei einer Ausführung durch eine Maschine veranlas-
sen, dass die Maschine das Verfahren nach einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 12 durchführt.

Revendications

1. Procédé (500) pour ajuster une estimation de posi-
tion sans fil d’un poste mobile (108) en utilisant un
capteur de mouvement relatif (212), comprenant :

estimer (B505) une position d’un poste mobile
(108) sur la base de mesures de signaux sans
fil ;
mesurer (B510) un mouvement du poste mobile
(108) en utilisant le capteur de mouvement re-
latif (212) ;
détecter (B515) un déplacement du poste mo-
bile (108) sur la base du mouvement mesuré ;
déterminer (B535) si le déplacement dépasse
un seuil ; et

ajuster (B540) la position estimée du poste mo-
bile (108) en utilisant des informations prove-
nant du capteur de mouvement relatif (212) si
le déplacement n’excède pas le seuil.

2. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, comprenant
en outre :

mettre à jour (B505) la position du poste mobile
(108) en utilisant des mesures sans fil addition-
nelles si le déplacement excède le seuil.

3. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, comprenant
en outre :

détecter (B515) qu’il n’y a sensiblement pas de
déplacement sur la base des données de
mouvement ;
déterminer (B520) que le poste mobile est dans
un mode d’économie d’énergie ; et
passer (B530) dans un état de consommation
d’énergie réduite.

4. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, comprenant
en outre :

détecter qu’il n’y a sensiblement pas de dépla-
cement sur la base des données de
mouvement ;
déterminer une position mise à jour du poste
mobile sur la base de mesures additionnelles
de signaux sans fil ; et
combiner les positions estimée et mise à jour du
poste mobile pour produire une estimation de
position améliorée.

5. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’estimation (B505) d’une position d’un poste mobile
(108) comprend en outre :

déterminer une distance par rapport à chacun
d’une pluralité de points d’accès sans fil
(311a...c) sur la base d’un délai de propagation
et d’un délai de traitement associés à chaque
point d’accès sans fil (311a...c) ; et
calculer la position du poste mobile (108) en uti-
lisant la distance par rapport à chacun des points
d’accès sans fil (311a...c) .

6. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
l’ajustement (B540) de la position estimée du poste
mobile (108) comprend en outre :

déduire un vecteur de déplacement en utilisant
les informations provenant du capteur de mou-
vement relatif (212) ; et
affiner le délai de traitement associé à chaque
point d’accès sans fil (311a...c) en utilisant le
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vecteur de déplacement déduit.

7. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
l’ajustement (B540) de la position estimée du poste
mobile (108) comprend en outre :

déduire un vecteur de déplacement en utilisant
les informations provenant du capteur de mou-
vement relatif (212) ; et
combiner la position estimée du poste mobile
(108) avec le vecteur de déplacement pour dé-
terminer une nouvelle position.

8. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’estimation (B505) d’une position d’un poste mobile
comprend en outre :

déterminer la position du poste mobile sur la ba-
se de mesures de signaux d’un Système de Po-
sitionnement par Satellites (SPS).

9. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la mesure (B510) d’un mouvement du poste mobile
(108) comprend en outre :

mesurer une accélération du poste mobile
(108) ;
intégrer l’accélération pour déterminer une
distance ;
déterminer un angle d’orientation correspon-
dant au mouvement du poste mobile (108) ; et
combiner l’accélération et l’angle d’orientation
pour déterminer un vecteur décrivant le dépla-
cement du poste mobile (108).

10. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 9, dans lequel
la détection (B515) d’un déplacement du poste mo-
bile (108) comprend en outre :

comparer la distance à un seuil pour classer
l’état du poste mobile (108) comme stationnaire
ou comme mobile.

11. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 4, dans lequel
la combinaison des positions estimée et mise à jour
du poste mobile (108) comprend en outre :

filtrer plusieurs mesures de position déduites en
utilisant les mesures de signaux sans fil pour
affiner un délai de traitement associé à chaque
point d’accès sans fil (311a...c).

12. Procédé (500) selon la revendication 4, dans lequel
le poste mobile (108) et les points d’accès sans fil
(311a...c) opèrent conformément aux normes IEEE
802.11.

13. Appareil (200) pour ajuster une estimation de posi-

tion sans fil d’un poste mobile (108) en utilisant un
capteur de mouvement relatif (212), comprenant :

des moyens pour estimer une position d’un pos-
te mobile sur la base de mesures de signaux
sans fil ;
des moyens pour mesurer un mouvement du
poste mobile (108) en utilisant le capteur de
mouvement relatif (212) ;
des moyens pour détecter un déplacement du
poste mobile (108) sur la base du mouvement
mesuré ;
des moyens pour déterminer si le déplacement
dépasse un seuil ; et
des moyens pour ajuster la position estimée du
poste mobile (108) en utilisant des informations
provenant du capteur de mouvement relatif
(212) si le déplacement n’excède pas le seuil.

14. Appareil (200) selon la revendication 13, compre-
nant en outre :

des moyens pour mettre à jour la position du
poste mobile (108) en utilisant des mesures
sans fil additionnelles si le déplacement excède
le seuil.

15. Appareil (200) selon la revendication 13, compre-
nant en outre :

des moyens pour détecter qu’il n’y a sensible-
ment pas de déplacement sur la base des don-
nées de mouvement ;
des moyens pour déterminer que le poste mo-
bile (108) est dans un mode d’économie
d’énergie ; et
des moyens pour passer dans un état de con-
sommation d’énergie réduite.

16. Appareil (200) selon la revendication 13, compre-
nant en outre :

des moyens pour détecter qu’il n’y a sensible-
ment pas de déplacement sur la base des don-
nées de mouvement ;
des moyens pour déterminer une position mise
à jour d’un poste mobile (108) sur la base de
mesures additionnelles de signaux sans fil ; et
des moyens pour combiner les positions esti-
mée et mise à jour du poste mobile pour amé-
liorer leur précision.

17. Support lisible par une machine comprenant des ins-
tructions qui, lorsqu’elles sont exécutées par une
machine, amènent la machine à réaliser le procédé
de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 12.
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