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slurry comprised of lignin into a lignin con-
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an outlet valve position selected from the
group consisting of open, closed and at least
partially open, and a pump cavity, said pres-
surizing step comprising : Passing the slurry
comprised of lignin through the inlet valve
which is in the inlet valve position selected
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from the group consisting of at least partially
open and open into the pump cavity, with said
outlet valve in the closed outlet valve position
and the pump cavity being at an inlet pump
cavity pressure; Changing the inlet valve posi-
tion to closed; Increasing the pressure ot the
pump cavity to a discharge pressure; Dischar-
ging at least a portion of the slurry comprised
of lignin from the pump cavity into the lignin
conversion reactor by changing the outlet
valve position to a position selected from the
group consisting of at least partially open and
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