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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE BoxLEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Troy, in the county of Rensselaer and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Nasal Appliances, 
of which the following is a specification. 
There are a great many adults and a large 

number of children at the present time who 
are troubled with stricture or collapse of the 
ala of the nose against the septum thereby 
preventing proper breathing through the 
nostrils. This induces mouth breathing 
especially during the sleeping hours which 
is well known to be very injurious to health. 
as it causes early decay of the teeth, foul 
breath, and catarrh which latter is sure to 
prevail when the air passages of the nose 
are obstructed. While grown persons and 
even children in their waking hours may be 
careful to breathe through the nostrils, 
nevertheless, during sleeping hours, this 
vigilance is removed and the ala of the nose 
collapses against the septum thereby shut 
ting off the supply of air and causing breath 
ing through the mouth. The present inven 
tion, therefore, aims to provide a nasal ap 
pliance by the use of which collapse of the 
ala of the nose is effectually prevented and 
which appliance will not prove uncomfort 
able nor be conspicuous and may, therefore, 
be worn during waking hours as well as 
during sleeping hours. 

Briefly stated, the appliance embodying 
the present invention is designed for appli 
cation to the cartilage of the nose and in 
cludes members designed to so seat in the 
nasal passages as to brace the ala and pre 
vent collapse thereof without, however, ex 
panding the nostrils as is the case in the 
use of appliances of this nature heretofore 
devised. 
In the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating 

in a general way, the manner of using the 
appliance, 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the appliance 
in use, 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating 
that form of the appliance designed for use 
by adults, 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the appliance 
shown in Fig. 3, 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the appliance, 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of that form 

of the appliance designed for use between 
infancy and puberty. 
As indicated clearly in Fig. 6 of the draw 

ings, the appliance, as designed for use be 
tween infancy and puberty, may be made in 
a wide range of sizes suitable for use by, in 
fants and children of different ages. After 
puberty, the nose and nose cavity becomes 
greatly enlarged as the person ages and it is 
then desirable to make use of that form of 
the appliance shown in Figs. 1 to 5 inclu 
sive. In any event, the appliance is made 
from a single length of wire which may be 
of gold, platinum or any other metal pos 
Sessing the desired degree of resiliency and 
rigidity and the wire may be of different 
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gages depending, of course, upon the size 
of the appliance as a whole. In both forms 
of the invention illustrated in the draw 
ings, the wire is bent between its ends to 
form an open gripping bridge indicated by 
the numeral 1, the spaced portions of the 
wire at the open side of the bridge being 
bent as at 2 to extend upwardly in slightly 
diverging lines, as indicated by the numeral 
8, the bends 2 being spaced apart a distance 
less than the maximum diameter of the 
bridge 1 so that the cartilage at the lower 
edge of the Septum of the nose may be re 
ceived within the bridge and the bends 2 
may engage over the upper side of the carti 
lage So as to Support the appliance upon the 
nose, the portions 3 extending up into the 
nostrils as is clearly shown in Figs. and 2. 
Beyond the upper ends of the portions 3, 
the wire is bent to extend forwardly and 
then upwardly and finally rearwardly, as in 
dicated by the numeral 4 so as to provide forwardly extending portions designed to 
engage in the forward sides of the nasal pas 
Sages at their lower ends, as shown in Fig. 
2. From the portions 4, the wire is bent to 
extend directly rearwardly as at 5 and these 
portions 5 are preferably substantially par 
allel and approximately at right angles to 
the plane occupied by the bridge and por 
tions 3. In the form of the invention shown 
in Fig. 6 of the drawings, which form is 
adapted, as before stated, for use between 
infancy and puberty, the terminal portions 
of the wire are bent to extend downwardly 
and slightly forwardly, as at 6 from the por 
tions 5 and terminate in coiled eyes 7, the 
portions 6 being bowed laterally outwardly 
so as to support the ala of the nose and 
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and inwardly as at 10 and terminate in. 
10 

s 

prevent collapse thereof. In that form of 
...the appliance shown in Figs. 1 to 5, however, 
which form is designed for use by adults, 
the terminal portions of the wire are bent 
downwardly as at 8 from the rear. ends of 
the portions 5 and thence are bowed later 
ally as at 9 and thence extended upwardly 

coiled eyes 11. The portions 8,9, and 10 
form an open supporting loop which is more 
or less yieldable and which occupies a trans 
verse plane with relation to the device as a 
whole and is designed to seat within the 
nasal passages and extend transversely there 

15 of as shown in Fig. 2 to hold the Walls of 
... the passages properly distended and to pre 

vent their collapse. The eyes 7 and 11, of 
... course, prevent injury to the Walls of the 

nasal passages in the 
20 removing the device. 

act of applying and 
... As before stated, the appliance embodying 
the present invention is not intended to act 

... as a means for expanding the nasal passages 
but, on the other hand, serves merely to sup port the ala against collapse upon the sep 
tum. In other words, it serves to maintain 
the Walls of the nasal passages in their nat 
tural condition. 
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Having thus described the invention, 
what is claimed as new is: 

1. An appliance of the class described 
formed from a length of wire bent, between 
its ends to provide a gripping portion, and 
spaced upwardly extending portions, the 
wire beyond the upper ends of the said : 
spaced portions being bent to extend for 
wardly and upwardly and thence rear 
wardly, and beyond the rearwardly extend 
ing portions being provided with laterally 
bowed supporting portions. 

2. An appliance of the class described 
formed from a single length of wire bent be 
tween its ends to provide an open bridge to 
grip the cartilage of the nose, the wire at the 
open side of the bridge being bent to fol)) 
upwardly extending spaced portions and le 
yond the spaced portions being bent to ex 
tend forwardly and upwardly and thence rearwardly, the wire beyond the rearwardly 
extending portions being bent to extend 
downwardly and thence laterally and finally 
upwardly to form yieldable supporting 
loops. 

In testimony whereof I affix mv signature. y Sng 

GEORGE BOXLEY. L. S. 
. Gopies of this patent, may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 

Washington, D.C.' 
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