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This invention relates to a combined collapsible music 
stand and carrying case, and particularly to a combined 
stand and case which, as a carrying case, is capable of 
accommodating all of the sheets of music needed by an 
instrumentalist for an entire concert or program, yet which 
can be readily set up as a music stand for supporting all 
of the sheets of music so required securely on Suitable 
upwardly exposed face or platform. 

Heretofore, combined carrying cases and music stands 
have been provided but most of them were extremely. 
complicated structures, or were structures which were too. 
small to accommodate all of the scores necessary for an 
evening's performance. 
The present combined stand and case is characterized 

particularly by lightness in weight, compactness, sim 
plicity in design, and effectiveness both as a case and as a 
stand, the combination providing effectively for both 
carrying and supporting functions without detracting. 
from either. 

For convenience in illustration and description, the 
relative positions of the various parts are made apparent 
by describing them as though they are in the position in 
which they serve as a stand, the actual positions, but not 
the relative positions thus defined, of all the parts being 
changed when they are in closed and inverted position in 
which they serve as a carrying case. . . . 

Various objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following description, 
wherein reference is made to the drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the combined carrying 
case and stand with the parts in position for use as a 
stand; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the combined carrying 
case and stand with the parts in position for use as a 
carrying case; 

Fig. 3 is a left end elevation of the stand illustrated 
in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view, similar to Fig. 1, illustrat 
ing a modification of the invention. 

Referring first to Fig. 1, wherein the collapsible music 
stand and carrying case is shown in the condition for 
use as a stand, the combined stand and carrying case 
comprises a generally upright rear wall member 1 and a 
front wall member 2. Suitable connecting means for 
connecting these members together at their upper mar 
gins for swinging flatwise relatively toward- and away 
from each other are. provided. Since it is desirable to 
have a relatively wide space between the forward face of 
the rear wall member 1 and the rear face of the front. 
wall member 2, the connecting means comprises a top 
wall 3 which is fixed rigidly in position relative to the 
rear wall 1, and preferably extends at right angles for 
wardly therefrom. Suitable hinges 4 connect the upper 
margin of the front wall member 2 to the top wall 3 near 
the forward margin of the latter. The axes of the hinges 
4 extend lengthwise of the top wall, so that the front wall 

2 
member 2 can swing about its upper margin outwardly 
forwardly from, or downwardly into parallelism with, the 
rear wall member 1. 
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In order to secure the top wall 3 fixedly in position 
relative to the rear wall member 1, suitable frame mem 
bers 5 of aluminum or other light stock are secured along 
the lateral margins, respectively, of the rear wall member 
1. At their upper ends, the frame members are bent 
out forwardly, as indicated at 6, and secured fixedly to the 
top wall 3, thus holding it fixedly in position relative to 
the rear wall member 1 in a plane normal to the plane 
of the rear wall member 1. 

In order to secure the front wall member 2 in a posi 
tion in which it slopes forwardly and downwardly from 
the top wall 3, and thus occupies a position in which it 
can support music for use by the instrumentalist, suitable 
brackets 7 are connected, each at one end, to the wall 
member 2. The brackets are hingedly connected to the 
wall member 2 by hinges 8 so that they can be swung 
outwardly from the plane thereof and connected to the 
rear wall member 1, when the parts serve as a stand, or 
juxtaposed against the rear face of the front wall member 
2 when the parts are folded into position to serve as a 
carrying case. At their opposite ends, the brackets 7 are 
provided with suitable slots 9 which are adapted to be 
engaged by suitable bolts 10 extending through the rear 
wall member 1 and the frame members 5. Wing nuts 11 
cooperate with the bolts 10 for detachably securing the 
other ends of the brackets 7 in fixed position relative to 
the rear wall member 1. 
The hinges 4 may be connected either directly to the 

top wall 3 or indirectly through the frame members 5. 
To support the rear wall member 1 in upright position, 

suitable legs 2 are provided. The legs.12 preferably are 
in the form of light rigid strips of aluminum which are 
detachably fastened to the lower portion of the rear 
wall member 1, each by means of an associated bolt 13 
and wing nut 14, the upper ends of the legs 12 having 
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a suitable aperture for receiving the bolt, respectively. 
The strips providing the legs may be channel shape in 
cross section if greater rigidity is desired. The legs may 
be swung to different adjusted positions about the bolts 
13 and secured in the position selected. 
The stand has a bottom wall 15 which is connected 

movably to the forward margin of the front wall member 
2 so that, when the parts are folded for serving as a car 
rying case, the wall 15 assumes a position parallel to the 
top wall 3, and, when the parts serve as a stand, the wall 
15 extends upwardly and forwardly from the forward face 
of the wall member 2, thereby providing a stop ledge 
along the lower margin of the top face of the member 
2 to retain the sheets of music thereon. 

Suitable connecting means for this purpose may com 
prise hinges i6 which permit the front wall to swing 
from the position illustrated in Fig. 1 through 180° to the 
position illustrated in Fig. 2. 

If desired, a suitable reinforcing frame member 17 
may be connected along the inner face of the front wall 
member 2 and the hinges 4, 8, and 16 secured to the front 
wall member 2 by means of the members 17. 
On that face of the bottom wall 3 which is exposed 

forwardly when the bottom wall 3 is in the position illus 
trated in Fig. 1, are a pair of brackets 18 and a cross 
piece 19, which provide a socket which receives the upper 
end of a detachable supporting leg 20. The lower end 
of the leg is provided with an extension 21 secured thereto 
by suitable bolts 22 and wing nuts 23, thus providing a 
rigid forward leg which maintains the bottom wall 15 in 
the proper. position and, at the same time, supports the 

70 forward edge of the front wall member 2. 
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Mounted on the upper edge of the bottom wall 15 as 
viewed in Fig. 1, is a stationary latch element 25. Mount 
ed on the rear lower margin of the rear wall member 1 
is a cooperating movable latch element 26 which coop 
erates with the latch element 25 for securing the bottom 
wall 15 fixedly in position with respect to the rear wall 
member 1 when the parts are in position to serve as a 
carrying case. The latch may, if desired, be a conven 
tional window latch. 
The length of the brackets 7, the legs 12, the leg 29 

and its detached extension 21, are such that they can be 
placed within the carrying case and will not extend beyond 
the ends thereof. At the same time, they occupy so 
little space that ample space remains for accommodating 
the musical scores or sheets. 
The bottom wall 15, on the face which is expcsed out 

wardly when the parts form a case, is provided with a 
suitable carrying handle 27. 
The width of the bottom wall 15 preferably is sub 

stantially the same width as the top wall 3, and, thus, 
when the case is folded for purposes of carrying, a space 
of rectangular cross section is provided therein. 

Ordinarily, such cases are slipped into a canvas or 
flexible covering of some type, as a result of which it is 
not necessary that the ends of the case be closed. How 
ever, if such is desired, suitable end panels can be secured 
on the lateral margins of the front wall member 2 or rear 
wall member 1, in a position to engage the other of the 
members when the wall members are in case forming 
position. 

Assuming the case is being used as a stand, as illus 
trated in Fig. 1, the conversion thereof to the carrying 
case is readily effected. The wing nuts i are released 
and the brackets 7 are swung into position against the 
front wall member 2. The nuts 14 are loosened so that 
the legs 12 can be swung alongside the inner face of the 
rear wall member 1. The leg 20 is removed and the ex 
tension 21 detached therefrom and reversed in position 
so that it lies along the lower end portion of the leg 20. 
The parts are then upended so as to dispose the bottom 
wall 5 at the top. Thereupon the bottom wall 15 is 
swung back toward the rear wall member 1 and latched 
by the latch elements 25 and 26, thus converting the stand 
into a carrying case in which the legs, brackets, and the 
like are included and the score is contained. - 

In some instances, it is desirable that the face of the 
stand which faces the audience be solid, or in the form of 
a panel instead of legs such as indicated at 12. For 
this purpose, the structure such as illustrated in Fig. 4 
is employed. This structure is in all respects the same 
as that illustrated in Fig. 1 except for the fact that the 
legs 2 and their attaching means are omitted and, in 
stead, a panel 30 is provided. - - - - - - 

Referring to Fig. 4, the panel 30 is connected to the 
rear Wall a, which corresponds to the rear wall 1 of 
Fig. 1, by means of a suitable bolt 32 and wing nut 33. 
An elongated slot 34 is provided in the panel 30 to permit 
extension and retraction of the panel to obtain different heights. 

Preferably the panel fits snugly between the frame 
members 5a, which correspond to the frame members 
5 of the structure illustrated in Fig. 1, these frame mem 
bers acting as a guide for the panel as it is extended and 
retracted. Thus the panel 30 is mounted in face to face 
relation to the rear wall member 1 for sliding movement 
therealong to a fully extended position in which it engages 
the floor and acts as a supporting means or leg to hold 
the stand at the proper elevation, and to a fully retracted 
position in which it overlies the rear wall member 1 and 
can lie fully within the case when the bottom wall 15 is 
connected to the rear wall member 1 to convert the parts 
into the carrying case. 
The panels and various walls of the structure may be 

composed of light plywood, light sheet metal, or other rel 
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atively rigid light materials, the particular material used 
being relatively unimportant except that they be light 
and durable. Minor modifications may be made in the 
structure without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion as defined in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A combined collapsible music stand and carrying 

case comprising generally upright rear Wall and front 
wall members, means connected to the members at their upper margins and securing the members for Swinging 
flatwise relatively toward and away from each other about 
about a horizontal axis to two predetermined relative 
positions in one of which the rear wall member is gen 
erally upright and the front wall member slopes down 
wardly forwardly relative to the rear wall member at an 
angle such that the upper face of the front wall member 
provides a sheet music supporting face, and in the other 
of which the front wall member is disposed generally 
upright and forwardly from the rear wall member to 
provide a carrying space between the members, brackets 
movably connected to the members for securing them in 
said one relative position and for releasing them for 
movement into said other relative position, a bottom 
wall, connecting means connecting the bottom wall to the 
lower margin of the front wall member for movement 
relative to the front wall member from a first position 
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of the bottom wall in which the bottom wall extends up 
wardly from the front wall member when the front wall 
member is in said one position, to a second position of 
the bottom wall in which the bottom wall extends back 
to the rear wall member when the front and rear wall 
members are in said other relative position, cooparating 
means for securing the bottom wall and rear wall mem 
ber in fixed relation to each other when the front and 
rear wall members are in said other relative position and 
the bottom wall is in said second bottom wall position, a 
plurality of adjustably positionable supporting means on 
at least one of said members adapted when in one posi 
tion relative to the members to support the members in 
said one relative position with said bottom wall in said 
first bottom wall position, and adapted when in another 
position to occupy the space between the members when 
the members are in said other relative position, means 
for selectively securing the supporting means fixedly in 
said one position and releasing the supporting means for 
disposal thereof in their said other position. 

2. The device according to claim 1 wherein said con necting means comprise a hinge extending along one mar 
gin of the bottom wall and the lower margin of the front 
wall member. . . . . . . . . ." . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " - 

3. The device according to claim 1 wherein at least 
one of said supporting means are connected to the rear 
wall member, and another of said supporting means is 
connected to the bottom wall. 

4. The structure according to claim 1 wherein con 
necting means connect the brackets at their opposite ends 
to said wall members, respectively, with at least one end 
of each bracket detachable from its associated wall 
member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5. The structure according to claim 1 wherein the con 
necting means of each bracket includes a hinge connec 
tion between one end of the bracket and the associated 
wall member by which the bracket can be swung from 
a position alongside the inner face of the associated wall 
member to a position in which it is at an abrupt angle to 

6. The structure according to claim 1 wherein when 
the outer face of the front wall member is in sheet music supporting position, at least one of said supporting means 
is connected to one of said members and is disposed at 
the rear of the stand, and another one of the said sup 
porting means is detachably connected to said bottom 
wall and is disposed to engage a supporting surface at a 
location forwardly from said one of said supporting 
leanS. . . . . . . . . . 
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7. The structure according to claim 6 wherein said 
one of said supporting means comprises a panel normally 
in face to face relation to the rear wall member and 
slidable downwardly therealong into an extended position 
in which it engages the floor, and means connecting the 
panel and rear wall member for downwardly sliding 
movement, and means for latching the panel and rear 
wall member fixedly together in said extended position. 
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