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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN MCKINNAN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Colfax, in 
the county of Whitman and State of Wash 
ington, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Clothes-Line Reels; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to clothes-line reels 

of that class in which the reel is constructed 
to tilt on the standard or support to bring a 
Section or portion thereof within convenient 
reach. 
The purpose of the invention is to provide 

a rest for sustaining the reel in its tilted po 
sition and which will at the same time form a 
brake to prevent the reel turning when a pre 
ponderance of weight is on one side. 
A further purpose of the invention is to 

improve the general construction of the de 
vice, whereby its usefulness and efficiency is 
increased in an eminent degree. 
The improvement consists of the novel fea 

tures and the peculiar construction and com 
bination of the parts, which will be herein 

, after more fully described and claimed and 
which are shown in the annexed drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a side view of a clothes-line reel 
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a detail 
perspective view of the reverse side of the 
upper end of the post, showing the counter 
balancing - spring, the reel being tilted and 
supported in the rest and the reel-arms being 
broken off. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of 
the combined reel rest and brake. Figs. 4 and 
5 are a top plan view and cross-section, re 
spectively, of the reel-hub. 
The post or support A is implanted in the 

ground or provided with a suitable base, and 
at its upper end has an approximately -iron 
B, which straddles the end of the post and is 
pivotally connected therewith by the bolt C, 
which passes through the post and the ends 
of the iron which embrace the sides of the 
said post. The journal b, extended vertically 
from the iron B, forms a spindle for the 

5o reel D to turn on. The operating-lever E, pref 

erably constructed of T-iron, is secured at its 
upper end to the iron to tilt the same on 
the bolt C, and is provided near its lower end 
with the lipe, which is adapted to engage with 
the ratchet F to hold the reel in the proper 
position. In the preferable form of construc 
tion the reel tilts in one direction only, one 
corner of the post being rounded off to per 
mit the tilt of the iron without any inter 
ference. 
The hub is composed of the parallel disks 

G. and H, which are connected by the vertical 
stay-bars g, between which and the said disks 
the inner ends of the reel-arms obtain a pur 
chase, and the outer ring or band J, which is 
connected with the disk Hand which forms a 
support for the reel-arms a short distance 
from the inner ends of the said arms and 
which is provided with outward extensions i, 
to which the said arms I are bolted, as shown. 
The inner ends of the reel-arms are reduced 
to form a shoulder i, which obtains a purchase 
on the edge of the disk G and limits the in 
Ward movement of the said arms. The line 
wire K is crimped to prevent the clothes slip 
ping when hung thereon and is secured to the 
reel-arms in the usual manner. 
The bracket L, secured to the post or sup 

port A, has the rest lat its outer end, which 
also forms the brake hereinbefore mentioned. 
This rest extends laterally and curves to con 
form with the circumference of the ring or 
band J, so as to touch the same at all points, 
thereby obtaining the maximum amount of 
frictional surface. 
The deflector M, located directly over the 

center of the hub and journal and held in 
place by the pins m, which pass through suit 
able openings in the said deflector, sheds wa 
ter and snow and prevents the entrance and 
lodgment of other foreign substances between 
the hub and the journal and between the hub 
and the hub-support. 
The cap N protects the -iron and the up 

per end of the post and is held in place by 
the journal b, which extends centrally through 
the same. The washer n, between the cap N 
and the hub, relieves friction between the hub 
and cap and enables the reel to be rotated 
easily on the said journal b, 
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When it is desired to tilt the reel, the lever, 
which is elastic, is sprung to disengage it from 
the ratchet-plate F, and the lower end of the 
said lever is elevated until the ring or band J 
obtains a purchase on the restl. The friction 
between the rest land the band or ring J is 
sufficient to hold the reel against rotation 
when a superior Weight is on one side. After 
the clothes are placed on the reel the latter is 
brought to the horizontal by the lever E and 
held in place by engaging the said lever with 
the said ratchet-plate F. 
The spring O counterbalances or facilitates 

the operation of tilting the reel. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. The combination, with the tilting and ro 
tatable reel, of a ring or band Secured to and 
projected vertically downward from and at 
right angles to the plane of the said reel, and 
a combined rest and brake secured to the reel 
support and having its outer portion extended 
laterally and comformed to the circumference 
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of the said band, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

2. The combination, with a tilting and ro 
tatable reel and a combined rest and brake, of 
a counterbalancing-spring, substantially as 
and for the purpose described. 

3. In a clothes-line reel, the combination, 
with a post, a -iron set astraddle the end 
of the post and pivotally connected therewith 
and having a journal projected vertically 
therefrom, a lever connected with the said 

-iron, and a ratchet-plate to engage with the 
said lever, of a cap and washer on the said 
journal, the reel adapted to rotate on the said 
journal, and a deflector held at the center of 
the reel, substantially in the manner shown, 
for the purpose described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN MICKINNAN. 

Witnesses: 
R. H. VERMILYE, 
R. H. REID. 
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