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with a slot, 3, which extends through the rear To aid it foil, if 72ay concer. 
Be it known that I, HARRY A. MURTOFF, a 

citizen of the United States, l'esiding at Boil 
ing Springs, in the county of Cumberland and 

5 State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Bag-Holders; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the Io art to which it appertains to make and use the jaw 4 extending through the slot 3. A bolt, 
Sale. 

AIy invention relates to bag-holders; and it 
Consists in the construction and combination 
of the parts, which will be more fully herein 

15 after described, and pointed out in the claims. 
One object of my invention is to provide a 

bag-holder which is not only adapted to sup 
port the bag, but at the same time secures and 
retains it in position to be filled, and enables 

2o it to be readily detached, when desired, by 
positively-operating Inechanism. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a bag-holder which is of simple and effect 
ive construction, strong, and durable, readily 

25 understood and operated, easily handled, and 
cheaply manufactured. 

I attain these objects by the devices illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, wherein 
like letters and figures of reference indicate 

3o similar parts in the several views, and in 
which- w 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved bag-holder in connection with a truck, 
illustrating the clamping-jaws as open and 

35 ready to receive a bag. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of the holder, illustrating a bag secured 
and supported thereby and as mounted upon 
a platform. Fig. 3 is an enlarged rear eleva 
tion of the upper portion of my improved bag 

Ao holder, and Fig. 4 is a side elevation thereof. 
A indicates a standard, which is connected 

at its lower end to a suitable truck or plat 
form, B, which may be of any preferred form 
of construction. The standard A, which may 

45 be made telescopic, as seen in Fig. 2, extends 
upward and has a semicircular jaw, 1, cast in 
tegral with the front top portion, and a pro 
jection, 2, in the rear portion thereof. The 
top portion of this standard A, adjacent to the 

So jaw i, is somewhat enlarged, and is formed 

projection, 2, and up to the said jaw 1. 
A semicircular jaw, 4, is provided, which has 

an angular projection, 5, cast integral there 
with, said projection 5 having a catch, 6, formed 55 
on its free end. This jaw 4 is constructed of 
the same contour as the jaw 1, against which 
it bears. The projection 5 fits in the slot 3 in 
the standard A, the catch portion 6 of the said 

7, passes through the standard A and the an 
gular projection 5, and thus pivotally supports 
the jaw 4 in the slot 3 of the standard A. Where 
the bolt 7 passes through the projection 5 the 
slot or aperture therein is formed elliptical, as 65 
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 4, which admits of 
a play of the semicircular jaw 4 independent 
of its pivotal motion. The portion of the an 
gular projection 5 immediately over the catch 
6 is formed as an angular ridge, S, Fig. 3, for a 
purpose which will be more fully hereinafter 
Set forth. 

Pivotally secured in the projection 2, by 
means of the bolt 9, is a securing-latch, 10, 
which has an operating-handle, 11, having a 
flat spring, 12, connected at its front side, the 
free end of which engages with and has a slid 
ing movement on the top portion of the jaw i. 
Suitable gudgeons, 1313, are formed with this 
latch 10 immediately under the handle 11, 
which gudgeons engage with the top of the 
projection 2 when the said lateh 10 is pressed 
forward. The portion of said latch adjacent 
to the jaw 1 is formed with a projection, 14, 
which engages with the under side of the said 
jaw, and acts as a brace for the securing-latch 
10 when operated. The lower portion of the 
said latch 10 depends and has an angular re 
cess, 15, formed therein, which engages with 
the ridged top portion, S, of the catch 6, and 
holds it in a locked position by a flat spring, 
16, secured by a bolt, 17, to a boss, 18, formed 
integral with the standard A. This flat spring 
16 engages with the catch 6 and holds the jaw 
4 against the jaw 1. The standard A is also 
provided with a suitable handle, 19, for mov 
ing the truck B. 
When it is desired to support a bag by my 

improved bag-holder, the handle 11 is pressed 
forward, disengaging the depressing-latch 10 Ioo 
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from the top of the catch 6 formed on the end 
of the angular projection 5. The jaw 4 is then 
allowed to drop away from contact with the 
jaw I. The edge of the bag is then laid over 

5 the jaw 4 and said jaw is then pressed back 
against the jaw 1 by hand, and the bag sup 
ported by and secured between the jaws 1 and 
4. When the jaw 4 is pressed up against the 
jaw 1 in securing the bag, the catch 6 engages 

Io with the flatspring 16, and the depending latch 
10 secures the said latch in a locked engage 
ment, as heretofore described. When the bag 
is filled and closed, it can be transported for 
deposit by means of the truck B, or, if a plat 
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circular jaws 1 and 4, one of which, 1, is rig 
idly secured to, and the other, 4, is pivotally 
mounted in, said standard, and provided with 
an angular projection having a catch, a flat 
spring engaging with said catch, and a pivoted 
spring-actuated depending latch engaging with 
the catch and having a handle projecting above 
the semicircular jaws, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A bag-holder comprising the truck B, the 
standard A, semicircular jaw 1, cast integral 
with said standard, a movable semicircular 
jaw, 4, provided with an angular projection, 5, 
having a catch, 6, cast integral there with, a 

35 

4C) I5 form be used, it can be carried by any preferred 
leaS. 

It is obvious that many minor changes in 
the construction and arrangement of the parts 
could be made and substituted for those shown 

20 and described without in the least departing 
from the nature or principle of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a bag-holder, the slotted supporting 
standard, in combination with the two semi 

spring-actuated latch, 10, engaging with said. 
catch 6, and adapted to secure or release the 
said catch, the flat spring 16, and the truck 
handle 19, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

HARRY A. MURTOFF. 
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Witnesses: 
JoHN ZINN, 
JOHN R. MILLER. 
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