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2004 whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, ARTHUR LAMPLOUGH, a 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, and a 
resident of London, in the county of Middle 
sex, England, have invented a new and Im 
proved Coupling-Link, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

simple, efficient and cheap device by which 
in case of need the chain can be instantly re 
leased while strain is on it, no slacking being required. 
According to my invention I employ a flat 

tened link made preferably of steel though it 
may be of iron or other suitable metal, and of 
any size suitable to the chain it is intended 
to couple. In one side an opening is cut or 
formed and one end of the link is made 
straight and square or at or about at right an 
gles with the sides of the link. To this opening 
a side bar or piece is hinged and fitted so as 
to open OutWardly, and it is secured in normal 
position by a locking spring clip. 
I Will describe my invention more fully in 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation and Fig. 2 an 
edge elevation of my improved link, inserted 
in an ordinary chain supposed to be in ten 
sion, showing the hinged side piece closed and 
locked. Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the 
side piece open and the chain about to be un 
Coupled. Fig. 4 is a detail. 
The link is shown with a cross bar though 

that is not essential. 
d is the flattened link having an opening b 

in one side. The end c of the ink is carried 
up Square or straight so as to allow the ad 
joining link to slip off easily when required. 

dis the swinging side piece fitting the open 
ing b and pivoted to the linkate so as to open; 
and it has or may have a tongue as at g 
adapted to engage in a corresponding slot 
formed in the link as shown in Fig. 4, so that 
the piece d when closed fits solidly and se 
curely to the link. 
f is the spring locking and releasing clip, 
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which is hinged upon the pivot e and nor 
mally lies close alongside of the piece d. Its 
free end is fashioned so as to embrace both 
the face and the upper and under sides of 
the opening joint, and to facilitate manual 
operation it may be slightly bent or flanged 
outward on one side for example, as shown 
at d', Figs. 1 and 3. . 
The operation is as follows: Assuming the 

link to be closed and inserted in a chain in 
tension (Fig.1), and that it is desired to un couple the chain, the spring clip f is first 
pulled out to the position shown dotted in 
Fig.2 and then thrown back clear of the side 
piece das dotted in Fig. 1. Then the side 
piece is free to be thrown over on its pivote 
to the position shown in Fig. 3 and thena 
slight outward pressure upon the link will 
effect the uncoupling and without slacking 
the chain. o 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- - 

1. A coupling link comprising a link hav 
ing a substantially straight end bar c and a 
side piece hinged to the end bar, its forward 
end engaging the opposite end of the link, a 
laterally movable clip f projecting over the 
engaging ends of the link and side piece, and 
a spring on which the clip is mounted, Sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A coupling link comprising a link hav 
ing a substantially straight end bar c and a 
side piece hinged to the end bar, its forward 
end engaging the opposite end of the link, a 
laterally movable clip f projecting over the 
engaging ends of the link and side piece, and 
a spring on the side piece on which the clip 
is mounted, substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 8th day of Decem 
ber, 1893. 

ARTHUR LAMPLOUGH. 
Witnesses: 

KENNETH. L. SKINNER, 
ATHOL G. EVANS. 

55 

o 

75 


