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To allochon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAs P. MARSTON, 

of New York city, in the State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements relating to Tags or Marking 
Tickets, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: I provide a tag or ticket of proper parch 
ment, Bristol board, or the like, with a me 
tallic fastener of such form, and so applied, 
that it engages itself sufficiently with the 
tag to keep the parts together prior to their 
attachment to the goods, and is ready to 
stiffly and strongly engage the whole with a 
piece of cloth or analogous material, to which 
it is desired the tag shall be secured. 

I make the fastener of sheet brass, tinned 
iron, or analogous thin metal, cut by dies or 
otherwise, and bent so as to form two strong 
prongs or claws from the material, which is 
near the middle of the fastener. Each of the 
prongs is not only bent at right angles to the 
body of the fastener, but is barbed. 

In applying the fastener to the body of the 
tag the prongs are thrust so that the points 
protrude through holes in the body, either 
produced by the prongs themselves, or by 
an instrument previously applied. The barbs 
are so placed that, when the body of the fast 
ener is forced into contact with one face of 
the tag, the barbs shall have passed quite 
through the thickness and present themselves 
on the other side. In the passage of the 
barbs through the holes in the tag, either the 
material of the tag or the barbs, or both, 
yield a little by their elasticity to allow them 
to pass. My compound tag, composed of the body 
and its fastener, with the claws and barbs 
thus arranged, may be applied very readily 
to any suitable goods. The prongs or claws 
may bent down by the thumb and finger, or 
by any other appliance, when they have been 
thrust through the cloth, leather, or otherma 
terial on which the tag is used. The accompanying drawings form a part of 
this specification, and represent what I con 

sider the best means of carrying out the in 
vention. w 

Figure 1 is a face view of the fastener in 
the act of being cut to form the claws and 
barbs. Fig. 2 is an edge view of the same 
after the claws and barbs have been cut and 
fully bent in their proper positions. Fig. 3 
is an edge view of the same after the fast 
ener has been applied to the body. Fig. 4 
is an edge view of the same, and of the goods 
to which it is attached, after the tag has been 
properly applied thereto. Fig. 5 is a face view 
of the tag equipped with the fastener. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like parts 
in all the figures. A is a piece of parchment, pasteboard, 
Bristol board, thick paper, or other material 
forming the body of the tag, I prefer to 
cut it in dies in a rectangular form, with 
rounded corners. B is the body of the fast 
ener, b b are claws, and b'b' are barbs. 
The fastener Bbb' being cut and bent, as 

indicated, is attached to the body A by sim 
ply thrusting the claws b, with their barbs 
b', through the body. The operation will be 
facilitated by previously pricking holes in the 
body A. But care must be taken that the 
holes be not too large. They must not allow 
the barbed portions to return, except with 
great effort. In practice, the fasteners are never sub 
jected to any force tending to separate them 
from the body. Very slight barbs will suffice 
to hold them, but I prefer about the propor 
tions indicated. 
Many modifications may be made by any 

good mechanic. Thus, for example, more than 
two prongs may be used on each fastener, 
and more than one fastener may be used on 
each tag, if desired. I believe that the fast 
ener may be held with sufficient force for many 
purposes with only one barb. Two barbs may 
in some cases be formed with advantage on 
each prong. My tag may be used with some success by 
applying the fastener to the body at the mo 
ment of use, keeping the parts previously 

  



separated, but I much prefer to attach the 
fastener to the body in the manufactory, and 
to send out the bodies and fasteners thus 
properly applied together. They may be 
packed in small boxes. 

I claim as my invention 
The tag described having a metallic fast 

ener attached to the body by the barbs b', on 
the prongs or claws b thrust through the body, 
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the whole adapted to serve as and for the 
purposes herein specified. - 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand this 27th day of December, 1876, in 
the presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

T. P. MARSTON. Witnesses: 
A. HENRY GENTNER, 
CHAS. C. STETSON. 

  


