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wherein the rib support element
is formed on the inner surfaces.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-14
An earplug, comprising:

an elongate stem component having a first end and an
opposite second end;

a first flange disposed on the stem proximate the first end;
a second flange disposed on the stem adjacent the first
flange;

a third flange disposed on the stem adjacent the second
flange, opposite the first flange, and proximate the second
end;

a rib support element formed on the first, second, and third
flanges;

wherein, the first, second, and third flanges comprise
generally hemispherical flange elements extending from the
stem in a direction toward the second end such that
generally annular spaces are formed between inner surfaces
of the first, second, and third flanges and the stem, and

wherein the rib support element is formed on the inner
surfaces.

2. Claims: 15,16
An earplug, comprising:

an elongate stem component having a first end and an
opposite second end;

a plurality of substantially hemispherical flanges connected

to the stem at respective attachment points and extending

from the stem in a direction toward the second end such that

respective annular spaces are formed between inner surfaces

of the plurality of flanges and the stem; and

a plurality of annular recessed portions corresponding to

the plurality of flanges formed circumferentially in the

stem in the annular spaces proximate the attachment points.
3. Claims: 17-20

An earplug comprising:

an elongated stem including opposite first and second ends;

a flange element disposed circumferentially on the stem and
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

extending from the stem toward the second end delimiting a
space between the flange element and the stem; and

a rib support element formed on an outer surface of the
earplug for providing rigidity to the earplug.
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