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is also more comfortable for the rider as well 
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be turned up or closed like the leaves of a 
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To all to hon, it molly concern: 
Be it known that I, PATRICKS. BRODIE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bos 
ton, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu 
setts, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Saddles, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a saddle which shall have all the valuable 
qualities of any of the various saddles having 
open centers and which at the same time 
shall be less expensive to construct, lighter in 
weight and less likely to chafe or injure the 
back of the animal upon which it is used. It 
as for the horse. The saddle is arranged so 
that by moving it slightly forward or back 
ward upon the back of the animal, it will rest 
in a different place, so that in cases of hard 
usage where soreness has been produced, the position of the saddle may be changed and 
the use of the horse continued. The saddle 
is so constructed that the maximum amount 
of ventilation is had, there being a large open 
space occupying the central portion of the 
saddle, so that free circulation of the air be 
tween the horse and the rider, is permitted. 
My improved construction which provides 

a spring between the portion on which the 
rider sits and the portion which rests on the 
animal adds very greatly to the comfort of 
both the rider and the beast. My improved saddle is also arranged so 
that it may be taken apart readily and occu 
pies, when thus taken apart, a minimum of 
space. This arrangement makes the saddles 
especially valuable for travelers and for mili 
tary purposes where a comfortable saddle which may be packed in a small space is re 
quired. It is also constructed so that when 
not in use the seat portion of the saddle may 
book and fastened together by a chain and 
padlock or other convenient means, so that 
no person other than the owner can use the 
The invention will be fully understood 

from the accompanying drawings taken in 
connection with the specification, and the 
novel features thereof are pointed out and 
clearly defined in the claims at the close of 
the specification. Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 

plan view of a saddle embodying my inven 
tion, the leathers which protect the knees of 
the rider being removed for clearness of illus 
tration. Fig.2 is a side elevation of the sad 
dle, the parts being in the position which 
they occupy when the saddle is in use. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the saddle with the 
parts in the position which they occupy when 
not in use. In the drawings, --the portion of the sad 
dle which rests upon the horse's back consists 
essentially of the U-shaped front or shoulder 
pad 10 and a rear pad 11 joined together by 
some convenient means, as, for instance, the 
plate shown at 12. These two pads 10 and 
11 may be constructed with some suitable 
frame of stiff material, as for instance, steel 
or aluminium covered with leather and pro 
vided on the under side with a suitable pad 
13. It will be seen that the space occupied 
on the horse's back by these pads is very 
small so that by moving the saddle forward 
or backward two or three inches, it will rest 
upon an entirely different place. It will also 
be seen that there is a large central space un 
occupied by the saddle which permits com 
plete ventilation for the horse's back. This 
also permits anyone to put his hand between 
the horse's back and the portion of the saddle 
upon which the rider is seated. Upon the front and back pads 10 and 11, 
there is mounted a seat comprising two 
halves 15 and 16, which are constructed in a 
manner similar to the pads 10 and 11 and 
consist of steel or aluminium frames 17 and 
18 on the upper side of which and extendin 
well over the edge of which is placed padding 
covered with leather or other suitable mate 
rial. The ends of the frames 17 and 18 are 
hinged to hinge-members 19 and 20 which 
are removably attached to the frames of the 
pads 10 and 11. In the drawings, I have 
shown the hinge-members 19 and 20 as at 
tached by means of the screws 21. This ar rangement permits the two portions 15 and 
16 of the seat to swing about the hinges and 
to be turned up like the leaves of a book into 
the position shown in Fig. 3 and fastened to 
gether if desired, as, for instance, by a short 
chain 22 and padlock 23, so that the saddle 
can be used only by its owner. 

Beneath the ends of the frames and upon 
the pads 10 and 11 are located cushions or 
springs 24 upon which the seat rests and 

55 

75 

95 

IOC) 



O 

15 

s2 

which give to the two halves 15 and 16 of the 
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When the frames of the saddle are con seat a slight springiness in addition to the re-structed of aluminium, it is found that the siliency of the pads provided on the frames weight of the saddle is very small, but that of the seat. 
The seat is made quite narrow, so that a 

large open space is left as seen in the draw 
ings. This seat affords sufficient and com 
fortable support for the rider, and insures 
perfect ventilation between the horse and the rider, thereby reducing the danger of cha?ing 
to a minimum. 
At 26 and 27 are indicated the hooks or 

irons to receive the straps or leathers which 
support the stirrup irons. Flaps of leather 
may be placed on the saddle on each side to 
protect the rider's knees from contact with 
the stirrup leathers or with the sides of the animal. 
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When it is desired to transport the saddle, 
the seat is removed by taking out the screws 
21 and the front and rear pads are separated 
from each other, so that the saddle resolves 
itself into three small pieces which may be packed for shipment or transportation in an exceedingly small space. 

at the same time the saddle aflords complete 
comfort and protection for both the horse 
and its rider. The saddle may be provided 
with knee flaps and other coverings as de 
sired. It may also be made in different 
shapes with high or low pommel and cantle 
as desired, according to the use to which it is to be put. 
What I claim is: 
The improved saddle comprising a front. 

pad and a back pad, a seat in two halves 
hinged to the said front and back pads and 
cushions in the angle of the hinges between 
the said halves of the seat and the front and back pads respectively. 

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature, in presence of two witnesses. 
PATRICK S. BRODE. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE P. DIKE, 
JOSEPHINE E. LONG. 

  


