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3,270,892 
HANGER 

Ralph E. Dennis, 2693 Fairfax Drive, Columbus, Ohio, 
and Ronald A. Bolin, 2087 inchcliff Road, Columbus, 
Ohio 

Filed Nov. 16, 1964, Ser. No. 41,387 
10 Claims. (C. 211-13) 

This invention relates to a hanger device and, more 
particularly, to an adapter for use with a plurality of coat 
hangers. 
The coat hangers to be used with the adapter of the 

invention are the usual wire or wood structures (as shown 
for example in FIG. 5) seen in every clothes closet and 
'comprising a hook and a shoulder portion for engaging 
the shoulder of a garment. These hangers present a num 
ber of problems. 
When hangers are hung in a wide clothes closet they 

present a minimum of difficulty. A rod can be positioned 
longitudinally across the closet and the hangers can be 
hung parallel to each other and in planes which are per 
pendicular to the vertical plane which includes the sup 
porting rod. 

If the closet is not deep enough to accommodate the 
full length of a hanger it is customary to turn the hangers 
cross-ways and hang them on spaced hooks or nails which 
do not extend across the full depth of the closet and there 
fore accommodate a limited number of hangers. 
A second problem with hangers arises when it becomes 

necessary to move clothing on hangers from one support 
ing rod to another. This can be very frustrating since 
attempts to transfer the hangers en masse from one rod 
to a second rod results in some of the hooks becoming 
engaged on the second rod with others missing the rod. 
The alternative to this is to transfer the hangers one at 
a time, an alternative that can test one's patience. 
A third problem arises in commercial laundries where 

workers place individual hangers on a rack as work is 
finished and then handle the hanger again when the cus 
tomer arrives. This method of operation also increases 
the probability of mixing one customer's clothing with 
another's. A unit adapter on which all a single customer's 
clothing could be hung would minimize such problems. 

Objects 
It is an object of this invention to provide an adapter 

for coat hangers which permits the hanger to hang at any 
desired angle relative to the support; that is, parallel to a 
supporting rod, perpendicular to a supporting rod or any 
where in between the parallel and vertical positions. 

It is a further object to provide a coat hanger adapter 
which permits of the simultaneous transfer of a number 
of coat hangers from one rack to another or from one 
supporting bar to another without individual handling 
of the hangers. 

It is a specific object of the invention to provide a coat 
hanger adapter of simple construction and inexpensive 
enough to serve as a "throw away' item for commercial 
laundries. 
We have now found that the foregoing and related ob 

jects can be secured in a coat hanger adapter for permit 
ting of the hanging of a plurality of coat hangers on an 
elevated support wherein said hangers hang in substan 
tially the same vertical plane which plane can be turned 
through an angle of 90° between two vertical planes per 
pendicular to each other without changing the position 
of said adapter, said adapter comprising: (1) means such 
as a hook or clamp for suspending said adapter from said 
support; (2) a shank attached to and extending vertically 
downward from said suspending means; (3) a plurality 
of spaced shoulders in vertical array extending laterally 
outward from said shank, each of Said shoulders being 
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adapted to support a coat hanger hook; (4) a plurality of 
stops, one on the outer end of each shoulder to prevent 
an in situ coat hanger from falling off said shoulder; and 
(5) a plurality of openings each defined by a shoulder, a 
stop, and a portion of the shank and wherein each open 
ing, if geometrically projected to the said vertical planes 
perpendicular to each other, will effect, in each such per 
pendicular plane, a projected opening which is sufficiently 
wide to accommodate a coat hanger hook. 
More Specifically we have discovered a coat hanger 

adapter for permitting of the hanging of a plurality of 
coat hangers on a horizontally extending rod wherein said 
hangers hang in substantially the same vertical plane, 
which plane can be turned through an angle of 90° be 
tween a first vertical plane which includes said rod and 
a second vertical plane perpendicular to said first plane 
Without changing the position of said adapter, said adapter 
comprising: (1) a hook or clamp for engaging said rod; 
(2) a bent sheet integrally formed with and hanging ver 
tically downward from said hook; (3) at least one set 
of Spaced, vertically arrayed openings in said sheet where 
in each of said openings, if geometrically projected to 
the said vertical planes perpendicular to each other, will 
effect, in each such perpendicular plane, a projected open 
ing which is sufficiently wide to accommodate a coat hang 
C. 
The invention can be better understood by reference 

to the accompanying drawings which illustrate several 
specific embodiments of the invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a coat hanger adapter 

embodying features of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view in horizontal cross section taken along 

the line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation view of the structure shown 

in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the structure shown 

in FIGS. 1 and 3; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the coat hanger adapter 

of the invention supporting coat hangers in a vertical 
plane parallel to the vertical plane which includes the 
supporting cross bar; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the coat hanger adapter 
of FIG. 5 supporting coat hangers in a vertical plane per 
pendicular to the vetrical plane which includes the sup 
porting cross bar; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a second alternative 

embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 8 is a front elevation view of a third alternative 

embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 9 is a view in cross section taken along the line 

9-9 of FIG. 8; 
FIG. 10 is a front elevation view of a fourth alterna 

tive embodiment of the invention; and 
FIG. 11 is a view in cross section taken along the line 

11-11 in FIG. 10. 
With detailed reference to the drawings, and in particu 

lar to FIGS. 1-6 inclusive, the coat hanger adapter of the 
invention comprises a hook 20 and a vertically corrugated 
sheet 21 attached to and hanging vertically downward 
from the hook 20. 
The hook 20 is provided with a web portion 22 and the 

sheet 21 is provided with an opening 23 to minimize the 
weight of the structure. The sheet 21 is also provided with 
openings 24a, 24b, 24c, 24d, 24e and 24f into each of 
which the hook of a coat hanger such as coat hanger 25 
(FIGS. 5 and 6) can be inserted. 
Each of the openings 24a, 24b, 24c, 24d, 24e and 24f is 

defined (as illustrated by opening 24a in FIG. 1) by a 
shank 26, a shoulder 27 upon which a coat hanger can 
rest, and a stop 28 to prevent an in situ coat hanger from 
sliding off the shoulder 27. It is the nature of these open 
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ings which constitutes an important feature of the inven 
tion and this is illustrated in FIG, 2. The coat hanger 25 
of FIGS. 5 and 6 is illustrated in FIG. 2 in a first plane by 
broken line 25A and in a second plane perpendicular to 
the first plane by the broken line 25B. A second coat 
hanger 29 is illustrated in FIG. 2 in the first plane by 
broken line 29A and in a second plane perpendicular to 
the first plane by broken line 29B. 

Because of the nature of the opening 24e, the hanger 25 
can be rotated 90° between its position 25A in the first 
plane and 25B its position in the second plane without 
changing the position of the adapter. Similarly, and be 
cause of the nature of the opening 24B, the hanger 29 can 
be rotated 90° between its position 29A in the first 
plane and 29B its position in the second plane with 
out changing the position of the adapater. To accom 
modate a coat hanger in the various positions indicated 
the openings 24a, 25b, etc. are formed in a manner such 
that, if each opening is geometrically projected to the said 
first plane and to the said second plane, each such pro 
jected opening is substantially as wide as the coat hanger 
hook to be accommodated. Thus the distance between the 
two parallel broken lines 25A representing the first plane 
of hanger 25 is the width of such a projection on the sec 
ond plane. Similarly, the distance between the two paral 
lel broken lines 25B representing the second plane of 
hanger 25 is the width of such a projection on the first 
plane. 
The openings 24a, 24b and 24c are in vertical array as 

are the openings 24d, 24e and 24f. As illustrated, the 
spacing between openings 24a and 24d, the spacing be 
tween 24b and 24e, and the spacing between 24c and 24f 
are equal. Advantage may be gained by positioning lower 
openings closer to the center of the adapter than upper 
openings. This provides for less crowding of the hangers. 
Thus the spacing between openings 24b and 24e can be 
slightly less than the spacing between openings 24a and 
24d. Similarly, the spacing between openings 24c and 24f 
can be slightly less than the spacing between openings 24b 
and 24e. In general, each successive opening in a down 
ward direction in a set of spaced, vertically arrayed open 
ings is closer to the center line of the adapter. 

FIG. 5 shows the adapter of FIGS. 1-4 being supported 
by a cross bar 30 and in turn supporting six coat hangers 
such as hangers 25 and 29. As illustrated the coat hangers 
are holding shirts 31. In FIG. 5 the vertical plane of the 
coat hangers is, for practical purposes, one plane and this 
is coincident with, or at least parallel to, the vertical plane 
which includes the cross bar 30. 

FIG. 6 is similar to FIG. 5 except the hangers, such 
as hanger 25, have been rotated through 90 and the verti 
cal plane of the hangers is, as shown, perpendicular to the 
vertical plane which includes the cross bar 30. It should 
be noted that, although the vertical plane of the coat 
hangers has been rotated through 90 the adapter has re 
mained in the same position relative to the cross bar 30. 
Thus, FIG. 5 represents the use of the adapter of the in 
vention in a clothes closet which is too narrow to accom 
modate shirts, coats, and the like hung in vertical planes 
perpendicular to the plane of the crossbar. FIG. 6 repre 
sents the use of the adapter of the invention in a clothes 
closet which is sufficiently wide to accommodate shirts, 
coats, and the like in vertical planes perpendicular to the 
vertical plane of the cross bar. 

In an alternative embodiment of the invention shown in 
FIG. 7, a shank 126 is attached to and hangs vertically 
downward from a hook 120. Shoulders such as shoulder 
127 extend laterally from the shank 126 and are adapted 
to support a coat hanger hook. A stop such as stop 128 
on the outer end of the shoulder 127 prevents an in situ 
coat hanger from falling off the shoulder. It may be noted 
that the shank structure 126 and the stop structure 128 are 
identical in the embodiment of FIG. 7. 
The adapter of FIG. 7 is provided with openings 124a, 

124b, 124c, 124e and 124f which are defined (using open 
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4. 
ing 124a by way of example) by the shank 126, the 
shoulder 127 and the stop 28. As in the case of the 
openings 24a etc. in the embodiment of FIG. 1, each of 
the openings 124a, etc. in the embodiment of FIG. 7 is 
formed in a manner such that, if it were geometrically 
projected to a first plane coincident with the plane of the 
shank 126 and to a second plane perpendicular to the said 
first plane, the projected openings in each such perpendicu 
lar plane would be sufficiently wide to accommodate a 
coat hanger hook. 
FIGS. 8 and 9 show still another embodiment of the in 

vention. A shank 226 is attached to and hangs vertically 
downward from a hook 220. Shoulders such as shoulder. 
227 extend laterally outward from the shank 226 and are 
adapted to Support a coat hanger hook. A stop, such as 
stop 228, on the outer end of the shoulder 227, prevents 
an in situ coat hanger from falling off the shoulder 227. 

Openings 224a, 224b, 22.4c, 224e and 224f, are each de 
fined by (using opening 224a by way of example) the 
shank 226, the shoulder 227, and the stop 228. FIG.9 
shows the nature of the openings 224a, 224b, etc.; that is, 
that each can be geometrically projected to two planes 
perpendicular to each other and effect, in each such per 
pendicular plane, a projected opening which is sufficiently 
wide to accommodate a coat hanger hook. 

FIGS. 10 and 11 show still another embodiment of the 
coat hanger adapter of the invention. A shank 326 is at 
tached to and hangs vertically downward from a hook 320. 
Shoulders, such as shoulder 327, extend laterally outward 
from the shank 326 and are adapted to support a coat 
hanger hook. A stop, such as stop 328, provided on the 
outer end of the shoulder 327, prevents an in situ coat 
hanger from falling off the shoulder 327. 

Openings 324a, 324b, 324c, 324d, 324e and 324f are 
each defined by (using opening 324a by way of example) 
the shank 326, the shoulder 327, and the stop 328. FIG. 
11 shows the nature of the openings 324a, 324b, etc.; that 
is, that each can be geometrically projected to two planes 
perpendicular to each other and effect, in each such per 
pendicular plane, a projected opening which is sufficiently 
wide to accommodate a coat hanger hook. 
The coat hanger adapter of the invention can be made 

of any Suitable material such as plastic, aluminum, steel, 
and the like. The adapter (particularly the structure of 
FIG. 1), can be stamped out of a single sheet of material, 
can be constructed with wire (particularly the structure 
of FIG. 10), or can be formed in any suitable manner. 
The embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-4 is particularly 

valuable because a large number of such structures can 
be stored in a small space. The latter advantage is ob 
tained because the unit adapters “fit' into each other 
when stacked and therefore occupy very little space. An 
other advantage of the embodiments of FIG. 1, wherein 
the openings are completely surrounded by solid ma 
terial, is that, if the adapter and its complement of hangers 
is dropped, the hanger hooks tend to remain in the open 
ings and the whole assembly can be picked up easily. 

It is to be understood that the above specifically de 
Scribed embodiments constitute preferred embodiments 
of the invention and are used for purposes of illustration 
only, that the invention is not limited to the precise forms 
disclosed, and that various changes may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the invention which 
is described by the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A coat hanger adapter for permitting of the hang 

ing of a plurality of coat hangers on an elevated support 
wherein said hangers hang in substantially the same ver 
tical plane, which hangers can be turned through an angle 
of 90° between two vertical planes perpendicular to each 
other, said adapter comprising: 

(a) means for suspending said adapter from a sup 
port; 

(b) a shank attached to and extending vertically 
downward from said suspending means; 
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(c) a plurality of spaced shoulders in vertical array 
extending laterally outward from said shank, each 
of said shoulders being adapted to support a coat 
hanger hook; 

(d) a plurality of stops, one on the outer end of each 
shoulder to prevent an in situ coat hanger from fall 
ing off said shoulder; and 

(e) a plurality of openings each defined by a shoulder, 
a stop, and a portion of the shank and wherein each 
opening, if geometrically projected to the said ver 
tical planes perpendicular to each other, will effect, 
in each such perpendicular plane, a projected open 
ing which is sufficiently wide to accommodate a 
coat hanger hook. 

2. The adapter according to claim 1 in which the sus 
pending means is a hook. 

3. A coat hanger adapter for permitting of the hang 
ing of a plurality of coat hangers on a horizontally ex 
tending rod wherein said hangers hang in substantially 
the same vertical plane, which hangers can be turned 
through an angle of 90° between a first vertical plane 
which includes said rod and a second vertical plane per 
pendicular to said first plane without changing the posi 
tion of said adapter, said adapter comprising: 

(a) a means for engaging a rod; 
(b) a vertically corrugated sheet attached to and ex 
tending vertically downward from said hook; 

(c) at least one set of spaced, vertically arrayed open 
ings in said sheet wherein each opening, if geometri 
cally projected to the said planes perpendicular to 
each other, will effect, in each such perpendicular 
plane, a projected opening which is sufficiently wide 
to accommodate a coat hanger hook. 

4. The adapter according to claim 3 wherein each suc 
cessive opening in a downward direction in a set of 
spaced openings is closer to the center line of the adapter. 

5. The adapter according to claim 3 wherein there are 
two sets of said spaced, vertically arrayed openings. 

6. The adapter according to claim 3 wherein said 
means is a hook. 

6 
7. A coat hanger adapter for permitting of the hang 

ing of a plurality of coat hangers on a horizontally ex 
tending rod wherein said hangers hang in substantially 
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the same vertical plane, which hangers can be turned 
through an angle of 90° between a first vertical plane 
which includes said rod and a second vertical plane per 
pendicular to said first plane without changing the posi 
tion of said adapter, said adapter comprising: 

(a) a hook for engaging a rod; 
(b) a bent sheet integrally formed with and hanging 

vertically downward from said hook; 
(c) at least one set of spaced, vertically arrayed open 

ings in said sheet wherein each of said openings, if 
geometrically projected to the said vertical planes 
perpendicular to each other, will effect, in each such 
perpendicular plane, a projected opening which is 
sufficiently wide to accommodate a coat hanger. 

8. The adapter according to claim 7 wherein there are 
two sets of said spaced, vertically arrayed openings. 

9. The adapter according to claim 7 wherein each suc 
cessive opening in a downward direction in a set of 
spaced openings is closer to the center line of the adapter. 

10. The adapter according to claim 7 wherein there 
are two sets of said spaced, vertically arrayed openings 
and wherein each successive opening in a downward di 
rection in each set of said openings is closer to the center 
line of the adapter. 
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