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This invention relates generally to ball point writing 
implements and more particularly to the type adapted to 
visibly carry a message. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
writing implement, such as a ball point pen, wherein very 
simple, practical, economical and efficient means are pro 
vided for displaying indicia, such as a slogan, advertise 
ment, message or the like, and associating therewith a 
personalized display element, carrying, for example, the 
name of the user of the pen. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a ball point pen in which the aforementioned means com 
prises a tube-like member having longitudinal slot, and the 
aforementioned element comprises a plate, strip or filler 
fitting said slot. . . . 

Another object of the present invention is to utilize a 
pressure sensitive strip as the element. 

Various further and more specific objects, features and 
advantages will clearly appear from the detailed descrip 
tion given below taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings which form part of this specification 
and illustrate merely by way of example certain embodi 
ments by which the invention may be realized. In the 
following description and in the claims, parts will be iden 
tified by specific names for convenience, but such names 
are intended to be as generic in their application to sim 
ilar parts as the art will permit. Like reference charac 
ters denote like parts in the several figures of the draw 
ings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal, partly sectioned view, on an 
enlarged scale (portions being broken away) of a ball 
point pen illustrating the invention in one of its embodi 
ments; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary exploded view (in perspective) 

depicting the elements of the pen shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the message carrying 

member or element employable in the invention; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the personalized name 

carrying plate or strip employable in the invention; and 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary exploded view on an enlarged 

scale (in perspective) depicting elements of a pen ac 
cording to the invention in modified form. 

Reference will now be made in more detail to examples, 
according to the invention. 

In FIG. 1 there is disclosed by way of example a ball 
point pen generally indicated by the numeral 10, having 
a housing or barrel 11 made of any suitable material, 
such as plastic, metal, etc., to which is threadedly engaged 
a cap 12. Within barrel 11 there is housed a ball point 
cartridge 13 which may be of conventional type. A com 
pression spring 14 encompasses the lower intermediate 
portion of cartridge 13 and is disposed between a boss or 
enlargement 15 formed on the cartridge and an internal 
annular shoulder 16 provided within barrel 11 at the tip 
portion 17 thereof. Spring 14 cooperates with a push 
button mechanism 18 for protracting and retracting the 
cartridge and thereby the ball point writing end of tip 
thereof. 
Above or adjacent the tip portion 17 of housing or bar 

rel 11, the latter is reduced in diameter throughout the 
remainder thereof. An annular shoulder 19 is thus pro 
vided, adapted to seat in concentric, or superposed rela 
tion, two tubular or sleevelike members 20 and 23, inner 
and outer, respectively. 
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2 
Sleeve 20 is preferably opaque and is adapted to carry 

indicia, such as an advertisement, slogan or message 20a. 
It is to be particularly noted, however, that sleeve 20 is 
slotted longitudinally, preferably throughout its length, 
as indicated at 21, adapted to accommodate between its 
longitudinal edges 21a and 21b an insert, plate or strip 
22 carrying a personal name 22a, such as the name of the 
owner of the pen, which name may be printed, embossed, 
impressed or otherwise indicated on insert 22. Insert 22 
may be made of plastic, paper or any other suitable ma 
terial, preferably coated with pressure sensitive adhesive 
on the side contacting the surface of barrel 11. 

Sleeve 23, which is superposed on sleeve 20 and insert 
22, is transparent or translucent so that the indicia on 
slotted sleeve 20 and insert 22 may be visible therethrough. 

In the construction of the example shown in the draw 
ing, sleeves 20 and 23 in their superposed relation are 
seated on the annular shoulder 19 and preferably extend 
to the top 24 of barrel 11 where they may be retained in 
position by cap 12 of barrel 11, it being understood, how 
ever, that they may be retained in position by frictional 
engagement or other means. Insert or strip 22 may be 
coterminous with sleeve 20 or 23, or may be shorter. 
From the foregoing description, it can be readily seen 

that the pen depicted in FIGS. 1-4, is very simple, prac 
tical and accomplishes its intended purpose with a mini 
mal of parts. The construction is very simple and the 
tubular members or sleeves 20 and 23, as well as the in 
sert 22, are easily removed and replaced. Standard ball 
point cartridge, compression spring and protract-retract 
mechanism may be employed. Sleeve 20 may be made of 
paper, glass, plastic or any suitable composition of mate 
rial, and transparent sleeve 23 may be made of glass, 
plastic or other suitable material. 

According to FIG. 5, sleeve 20 may be eliminated, and 
the indicia or advertising message 20a may be carried di 
rectly on the surface of barrel 11. This message 20a, to 
gether with the personal name 22a carried by insert 22, 
may be viewed directly through the transparent sleeve 23. 

Message 20a may be either printed, embossed or im- . 
pressed on sleeve 20 or barrel 11, or may be applied there 
to in the form of a sticker or pressure sensitive label. 
A specific embodiment of the disclosure described here 

in, but not limited thereto, comprises a barrel 11, having 
a forwardly extending tapered portion 17a and a cylin 
drical portion 17b provided with an open end 17c at its 
rear, a cap 12 engaging open end 17c, an inwardly di 
rected annular shoulder 19 formed at the juncture of said 
cylindrical and tip portions, cylindrical portion 17b ex 
tending rearwardly from the innermost extremity 19a of 
shoulder 19 to the open end 17c, a first or inner longi 
tudinally sloted member 20 encompassing or circumpos 
ing cylindrical portion 17b, an insert 22 located in slot 
21, a second or outer member 23 encompassing or cir 
cumposing member 20 and insert 22, members 20, 22 and 
23 being substantially coextensive with cylindrical por 
tion 17b with one of their ends engaging shoulder 19 and 
their other ends engaging cap 12, barrel 17b having an 
internal annular shoulder 16 adjacent its tip portion 17a, 
a ball point cartridge 13 being located within the barrel 
insertable therein through open end 17c, tapered portion 
17a having an opening 17d at its forward end for pro 
tracting and retracting the ball point end 13a of the car 
tridge, cartridge 13 having an enlargement 15 intermedi 
ate its ends, and a compression spring 14 circumposing 
the cartridge and positioned between internal annular 
shoulder 16 and enlargement 15, and means including 
member 18 for protracting and cooperating with spring 
14 for retracting the cartridge 13, which means may be 
of conventional type. And, as seen in FIG. 5, slotted 
sleeve 20 may be eliminated leaving insert 22 secured to 
barrel 11. 
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It is understood that sleeves 20 and 23 and the insert 22 
are not limited in their application to ball point pens only, 
but may be readily adapted to mechanical pencils and 
fountain pens. 

Having described and illustrated my invention with re 
spect to certain preferred examples which give satisfac 
tory results, it will be understood by those skilled in the 
art after understanding the principle of the invention, that 
various changes and modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention and 
it is intended therefore in the appended claims to cover 
all such changes and modifications. 

I claim: 
1. In a writing implement comprising a barrel and a 

writing tip connected to said barrel, the combination with 
a sleeve circumposing said barrel, said sleeve having a 
longitudinal slot, of an insert fitting said slot and of a 
transparent tubular member circumposing said sleeve and 
said insert. 

2. A writing instrument according to claim 1, said 
sleeve carrying general indicia and said insert carrying 
a specific identification. 

3. A writing instrument according to claim 2, said in 
sert being provided with a pressure sensitive coating con 
tacting said barrel. 

4. In a writing implement comprising a barrel, said 
barrel having a forwardly extending tapered portion and 
a cylindrical portion, an inwardly directed annular shoul 
der being formed at the juncture of said cylindrical and 
tip portions, said cylindrical portion extending rearwardy 
from the innermost extremity of said shoulder, the com 
bination with a substantially opaque sleeve disposed about 
said cylindrical portion, said sleeve having a longitudinal 
slot extending throughout the length thereof, of a longi. 
tudinal insert disposed within said slot and of a trans 
parent member encompassing said sleeve and said insert, 
said sleeve and said member having one of their ends en 
gaging said shoulder, and said tapered portion being pro 
vided with writing means. 

5. A Writing implement according to claim 4, said 
sleeve carrying general indicia and said plate carrying a 
specific identification. 

O 

20 

25 

30 

40 

4. 
6. A writing instrument comprising a barrel, said bar 

rel having a forwardly extending tapered portion and a 
cylindrical portion provided with an open end at its rear, 
a cap engaging said open end, an inwardly directed an 
nular shoulder being formed at the juncture of said cy 
lindrical and tip portions, said cylindrical portion extend 
ing rearwardly from the innermost extremity of said 
shoulder to its said open end, a substantially opaque men 
ber circumposing said cylindrical portion, said member 
having alongitudinal slot extending throughout the length 
of said member, an insert disposed within said slot, a sub 
stantially transparent member circumposing said opaque 
member and said insert, said members being substantially 
coextensive with said cylindrical portion with one of their 
ends engaging said shoulder and their other ends engag 
ing said cap whereby said members are maintained in po 
sition between said shoulder and said cap, said barrel hav 
ing an internal annular shoulder adjacent its said tip por 
tion, a ball point cartridge located within said barrel in 
Sertable therein through said open end, said tapered por 
tion having an opening for protraction and retraction of 
the ball point end of said cartridge, said cartridge having 
an enlargement intermediate its ends, a compression spring 
circumposing said cartridge and being positioned between 
said internal anular shoulder and said enlargement, and 
means for protracting and cooperating with said spring 
for retracting said cartridge. 
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