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To all, whom it may concer'7. 
Be it known that I, EDMONDBURKEKNAPP, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at San 
Jacinto, in the county of San Diego and State 
of California, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvementin Keepers or Slides for Hip 
Straps, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The invention relates to keepers or slides 

for hip-straps; and it consists in a certain 
novel construction and combination of de 
vices, fully described hereinafter in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, and 
specifically pointed outin the appended claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a keeper or slide embodying my im 
provements applied in the operative position 
to a portion of a back-strap. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the keeper or slide detached 
from the strap. Fig. 3 is a central Sectional 
view of the keeper or slide taken transversely. 
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Fig. 4 is a transverse section of the same. 
Referring by letter to the drawings, Ades 

ignates the back-strap, and B designates the 
keeper or slide, which is secured thereto near 
its rear end. . 
C designates the base of the improved 

keeper or slide, which is provided with a series 
of perforations, c c, registering with similar 
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perforations in the back-strap and engaged 
by suitable rivets, c' c'. 
DD designate the front and rear sides of 

the keeper integral with the said base, and E 
E designate the top bars of the keeper, inte 
gral with the sides and connecting the corre 
sponding ends of the same. The center of the 
keeper is open, thereby rendering it lighter 
and enabling the center rivet, c, to be reached. 
F represents the hip-strap, which passes at 

its center over the base beneath the top bars, 
and is held by the latter in contact with the 
base, the said strap being at the same time 
allowed free movement in the keeper. The 

upper Surface of the base is rounded con 
vexly, So as to present no sharp edges to en 
gage the hip-strap. 
The improved keeper or slide is adapted to 

be made of hard rubber or gutta-percha, so 
as to be strong and at the same time incon 
Spicuous When attached to the back-strap; 
but it is obvious that it may be made of metai 
or any other material of suitable strength. 
The ordinary method of attaching the hip 

strap to the back-strap is to form a loop of 
leather on the under side of the latter, through 
Which the former passes; but this is objec 
tionable, for the reasons that the motion of the 
hip-strap Wears on the back-strap and the loop 
thereon, thereby enlarging the latter, and, per 
mitting too much motion in the hip-strap, the 
back-strap is injured by the said wear, the 
loop is liable to be torn off by a severe strain, 
and the lump or enlargement formed by the 
CrOSSing of the Straps is liable to chafe the 
back of the horse. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
As an improved article of manufacture, the keeper for hip-straps, having a convexly 

rounded base provided with a suitable num 
ber of perforations to receive rivets, the sides 
D D, integral with the base and adapted to 
bear against the edges of the strap, which is 
passed over the base, and the top bars, E E, 
connecting the corresponding ends of the sides 
D and extending over the said strap, the said 
bars being integral with the sides, all con 
leted and arranged substantially as speci 
e(i. - 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my OWn. I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

EDMOND BURIKE IKNAPP. 
Witnesses: - 

T. B. LOCKWOOD, 
H. CRISMER. 
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