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(57) Claim
1. A kitchen storage unit, including:

(a) a body having an interior volume;
(b) a plurality of vertical members disposed about a 

perimeter of said body, each one of said vertical 
members including one or a plurality of apertures 
for receiving containers;

(c) a plurality of pegs extending from an upper portion 
of said body, wherein no portion of any one of said 
apertures in said vertical members is directly 
beneath any one of said pegs, and

(d) a receptacle formed centrally in said body and 
having an opening defined by a hole in a top surface 
of said body, whereby items may be received in said 
receptacle and protrude above said top surface of 
said body and having a wall defining an interior 
space within said interior volume, and said wall 
having an exterior surface, said exterior surface of 
said receptacle being inward of said apertures, an 
unobstructed passage extending between each of said 
apertures and said exterior surface of said 
receptacle being selected so that said exterior
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surface of said receptacle and each of said 
apertures form a support for a container, said 
passage having a distance between the aperture and 
the exterior surface of said receptacle.
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KITCHEN STORAGE UNIT

Background of the Invention.
This invention relates to holders and display racks for 

articles. This invention relates more particularly to holders 
and display racks for containers for food items. This invention 
relates especially to spice racks. This invention also relates 
to caddies for kitchen utensils.

Providing storage space in kitchens is a problem for 
many people. A large number of utensils and gadgets are acquired 
and frequently used. Accordingly, storage of such utensils and 
gadgets in a small space is desirable.

In addition to gadgets and utensils, various food items 
are used on a frequent basis. In particular spices are used fre­
quently. Spices, and other non-perishable food items, are stored 
in containers, especially in cylindrical jars, which may be placed 
in racks especially designed for this purpose. Storage of such 
food items in a compact arrangement is desirable.

It is desirable to be able to locate kitchen items, 
including utensils, gadgets and food items, quickly. According­
ly, a kitchen storage arrangement that allows numerous kitchen 
items to be seen at a glance is desirable.

\«\pro\/es\ un
It is an object of this invention to provide an ‘ 

for storage of various kitchen items.
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Further objects and advantages of this invention 
will become apparent from the description of the invention 
which follows.

According to this invention there is provided a 
kitchen storage unit, including:
(a) a body having an interior volume;
(b) a plurality of vertical members disposed about a 

perimeter of said body, each one of said vertical 
members including one or a plurality of apertures 
for receiving containers;

(c) a plurality of pegs extending from an upper portion 
of said body, wherein no portion of any one of said 
apertures in said vertical members is directly 
beneath any one of said pegs, and

(d) a receptacle formed centrally in said body and 
having an opening defined by a hole in a top surface 
of said body, whereby items may be received in said 
receptacle and protrude above said top surface of 
said body and having a wall defining an interior 
space within said interior volume, and said wall 
having an exterior surface, said exterior surface of 
said receptacle being inward of said apertures, an 
unobstructed passage extending between each of said 
apertures and said exterior surface of said 
receptacle being selected so that said exterior 
surface of said receptacle and each of said 
apertures form a support for a container, said 
passage having a distance between the aperture and 
the exterior surface of said receptacle.
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Brief Description of the Drawings.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a kitchen storage 
unit according to the invention.

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of a kitchen stor­
age unit according to the invention.

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a kitchen storage 
unit according to the invention along the line "3" in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a partial cross-sectional view of a kitchen 
storage unit according to the invention along the line "4" in 
Figure 3.

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view of a kitchen storage 
unit according to the invention along the line ”5" in Figure 3.

Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment,

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, a kitchen storage unit 10 
according to the invention is depicted. Unit 10 has a base 56, a 
platform 50 resting on base 56, a body 30 resting on platform 50, 
and a top 70 on body 30.

Four vertical members 12 are disposed about the perimeter 
of body 30. These vertical members 12 may be spaced equidistant



from one another about the perimeter of body 30, as shown. Two 
such vertical members 12 are visible in Figure 1. Each vertical 
member has a wall 13. Each vertical member 12 has apertures 14 
in wall 13. Each aperture 14 in the embodiment shown is circular. 
In the embodiment shown, each vertical member 12 has a column of 
four apertures 14. Each vertical member 12 is substantially hol­
low. Accordingly, an object of the appropriate size and shape 
may be received in any one of apertures 14. In general, the shape 
of the aperture 14 will be the same as the shape of the containers 
to be placed in the apertures. Accordingly, a cylindrical spice 
jar may be inserted in each aperture. In the embodiment shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, each vertical member extends substantially the 
entire height of the body 30. With reference to Figure 2, there 
is provided a vertical planar surface 66 inward from each aperture 
14. The bottom of an object inserted in an aperture 14 will rest 
against planar surface 66.

The perimeter of body 30, between each pair of vertical 
members 12, is composed of wall sections 15. Each wall section 
15 is vertical and planar. A number of pegs 16 project horizon­
tally from an upper portion of each wall section 15. A "peg,” as 
used herein, is a member from which objects may hang. In the 
illustrated embodiment, either one or two pegs 16 project hori­
zontally from each wall section 15. Because each wall section 15 
is vertical, there is space provided below each peg 16, or pair 
of pegs 16. A kitchen utensil or the like may hang from each peg

-4-



16. Of course, pegs may be provided anywhere along an upper por­
tion of the unit 10. For example, the pegs 16 may project from 
the wall 13 of vertical members 12. However, no peg 16 may be 
located directly over a circular aperture 14. It is desirable to 
provide clearance directly beneath and to each side of each peg 
16, so that utensils may hang easily.

Top 70 defines a top surface of body 30. In the center 
of the body 30 there is a receptacle 18. This receptacle has an 
opening defined by an opening in the top surface of body 30, spe­
cifically in the center of top 70. Various kitchen utensils may 
be placed in receptacle 18. Receptacle 18 extends into the center 
of unit 10. Planar surfaces 66 may be provided on the exterior 
of receptacle 18. This provides excellent use of the available 
volume in the interior of unit 10.

Platform 50 may be rotatably mounted on base 56. This 
is desirable to provide easy access by a user to jars in aper­
tures on all sides of the unit, and to utensils hanging from pegs 
on all sides of the unit.

Further details of the construction of unit 10 may be 
seen with reference to Figures 3, 4, and 5.

With reference to Figure 3, the construction of the 
body 30 of the unit 10 may be seen. Body 30 includes a central 
piece 31 and four inserts 44. The central piece 31 defines the
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walls and bottom of receptacle 18, and wall sections 15 of body 
30. The inserts 44 define the walls 13 of vertical members 12, 
including circular apertures 14.

Central piece 31 includes a vertical cylinder 32 in the 
center thereof. Four members 34 extend outward from cylinder 32. 
Each member 34 is substantially T-shaped in cross-section. Each 
T-shaped member 34 includes an upright 36 and a crosspiece 38. 
Each upright 36 is a rectangular, vertical planar member. Each 
upright 36 has two vertical edges. One vertical edge of each 
upright 36 is joined to cylinder 32. An opposite vertical edge 
of upright 36 is joined to a crosspiece 38. Each crosspiece 38 
is a rectangular, vertical planar member. Each upright 36 is 
joined to an inward side of a cross piece 38. The outward side 
of each crosspiece 38 is a wall section 15 of body 30.

Each crosspiece 38 has two vertical edges. Near each 
vertical edge of each crosspiece 38, a member 40 extends from the 
inward side of crosspiece 38. Members 40 and crosspieces 38 de­
fine vertical slots 42.

Each slot 42 allows vertical inserts 44 to be engaged 
by central piece 31. Inserts 44 each define a hollow vertical 
member 12. Each insert 44 includes a wall 13 having four circu­
lar apertures 14.

Additional features of vertical members 12 will now be
discussed. Along a lower portion of the perimeter of each
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aperture 14, wall 13 protrudes inward. Each such inward protru­
sion of wall 13 defines a shelf 46. Shelf 46 may best be seen 
with reference to Figure 5. The purpose of the shelf 46 is to 
support a cylindrical object, such as a jar. A jar 150 is shown 
in dotted lines in Figures 3 and 5. Jar 150 illustrates the 
placement of a jar in a circular aperture 14 of unit 10. How­
ever, jar 150 forms no part of unit 10. Each shelf 46 is tilted 
slightly upward toward the outside of the unit 10. This tilt 
serves the purpose of assuring that jar 150 does not fall out.
The tilt is kept small so as to maximize the use of the space in 
the interior of each vertical member 12. By way of example, an 
angle of six degrees from horizontal may be provided.

Referring to Figure 3, it will be seen that the outside 
of central cylinder 32 of body 30 has substantially planar sur­
faces 66. Each planar surface 66 extends the height of cylinder 
30 and is substantially rectangular. Each planar surface 66 is 
aligned with a vertical member 12. The distance between aperture 
14 and surface 66 is selected so that, as can be seen in figure 
3, when jar 150 is inserted in an aperture 14 the bottom of a jar 
150 rests against planar surface 66.

Referring to Figure 5, it will be seen that cylinder 32 
includes circular floor member 68. Circular floor member 68 pro­
vides a floor of receptacle 18. As a result, utensils, such as 
spoons, may protrude over the top of unit 10. This makes it easy 
for such utensils to be viewed and removed.

-7-
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Platform 50 is shown in Figure 3. Tabs 52 extend ver­
tically upward from platform 50. Each tab 52 is a substantially 
rectangular planar member. Pairs of tabs 52 are arranged paral­
lel to one another so as to engage each upright 36 of each member 
34. Platform 50 is shown in cross-section in Figure 5. Two tabs 
52 are visible projecting upward from platform 50. Figure 4 shows 
tabs 52 in cross-section. An adhesive material 54 is provided to 
assure a permanent, rigid connection between tabs 52 and uprights 
36. In this manner, platform 50 is rigidly and permanently se­
cured to body 30.

With reference to Figure 5, it will be seen that plat­
form 50 is rotatably mounted on base 56. It may also be stated 
that body 30 is rotatably mounted on base 56.

Extending from the center of a lower surface of plat­
form 50 there is an open cylinder 55.

Details of the construction of base 56 may be seen with 
reference to Figure 5. Base 56 has a central circular plate 80. 
Radially outward from the perimeter of the circular plate 80 is a 
trough 84. The trough 84 is circular. In cross-section trough 
80 appears as a rectangle open at the top. The inner wall 86 of 
trough 84 is attached to the perimeter of circular plate 80. At 
the bottom of the lower wall 88 of trough 84 is a downward 
depending circular foot 89 having a rectangular cross-section.
The unit rests on circular foot 89.
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Base 56 includes bearings 58. A bearing 58 may be a 
conventional ball bearing. Each bearing 58 is mounted in a pocket 
60, mounted on circular plate 80, so as to rotate freely. The 
depth of each pocket 60 is less than a diameter of bearing 58.

The center of circular plate 80 has, about its center, 
an upward projecting member defining a cylinder 90 coaxial with 
the circular plate. Extending inward from the cylinder 90 is a 
ring-shaped projection 92. Cylinder 90 and projection 92 define 
a support member 66. Attached to the lower side of projection 92 
is cylindrical chamber 62. The height of support member above 
circular plate 80 is less than the height of the top of bearings 
58. The inner diameter of chamber 62 is the same as or very 
slightly greater than the outer diameter of cylinder 55, which, 
as noted, extends from a lower surface of platform 50.

Cylinder 55 is inserted into chamber 62. When cylinder 
55 is inserted into chamber 62, the platform 50 will be supported 
by bearings 58. As a result, platform 50 may rotate on base 56.

Figure 5 also shows top 70. Top 70 is a disk-like mem­
ber having an opening in the center thereof. The inner edge 71 
of top 70 is designed to engage an upper edge 33 of cylinder 33. 
Top 70 also engages an upper edge of each vertical member 12«
Tabs 72 depend downward from a lower surface of top 70. Each tab 
72 is a rectangular vertical planar member. Tabs 72 are posi-
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tioned in pairs. Each pair is located so as to engage a planar 
upright 36. Thus tabs 72 help maintain top 70 in place secured 

to body 30.

It will be appreciated that there are considerable 
variations that can be accomplished in an article of the inven­
tion without departing from its scope. As a result, although a 
preferred embodiment of an article according to the invention has 
been described above, it is emphasized that the invention is not 
limited to a preferred embodiment and there exists alternative 
embodiments that are fully encompassed with the invention's 
scope, which is intended to be limited only by the scope of the 
appended claims.
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
1, A kitchen storage unit, including:

(a) a body having an interior volume;
(b) a plurality of vertical members disposed about a

5 perimeter of said body, each one of said vertical
members including one or a plurality of apertures 
for receiving containers;

(c) a plurality of pegs extending from an upper portion 
of said body, wherein no portion of any one of said

10 apertures in said vertical members is directly
beneath any one of said pegs, and

(d) a receptacle formed centrally in said body and 
having an opening defined by a hole in a top surface 
of said body, whereby items may be received in said

15 receptacle and protrude above said top surface of
said body and having a wall defining an interior 
space within said interior volume, and said wall 
having an exterior surface, said exterior surface of 
said receptacle being inward of said apertures, an

20 unobstructed passage extending between each of said
apertures and said exterior surface of said 
receptacle being selected so that said exterior 
surface of said receptacle and each of said
apertures form a support for a container, said

25 passage having a distance between the aperture and
the exterior surface of said receptacle.
2. A kitchen storage unit as recited on claim 1,

further comprising a base, and wherein said body is
rotar ably mounted on said base .

30 3. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim — e

wherein each one of said vertical members extends
substantially the entire height of said body.

4. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said vertical members are located equidistant from

35 one another about a perimeter of said body.
5. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 4, 

wherein between any two of said vertical members said body 
has a substantially vertical, planar wall.

6. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 5,

11



wherein said pegs extend from an upper portion of said 
substantially vertical, planar wall of said body.

7. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 5, 
wherein each one of said substantially vertical planar

5 walls is spaced radially outward from said receptacle a
distance less than said distance between each of said 
apertures and said exerior surface of said receptacle.

8. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1, 
wherein each one of said apertures is circular.

10 9. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1,
wherein each one of said vertical members comprises a wall 
in which said apertures are formed and said wall of each 
of said vertical members protrudes inward along a lower 
portion of a perimeter of each of said apertures, so as to

15 define a shelf.
10. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1, 

wherein, inward of each one of said apertures, there is 
provided on said exterior surface of said receptacle, a 
substantially vertical planar surface.

20 11. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 10,
wherein each one of said vertical members comprises a wall 
in which said apertures are formed, and said wall of each 
of said vertical members protrudes inward along a lower 
portion of a perimeter of each of said apertures so as to

25 define a shelf.
12. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 10, 

wherein each of said apertures for receiving containers is 
circular.

13. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1, 
30 wherein each of said pegs extends from an upper portion of

said body intermediate between two of said vertical 
members.

14. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1,
wherein at least one of said pegs extends from a wall of
one of said vertical members.

15. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 1,
wherein:

said kitchen storage unit further includes 
and wherein said body is rotatably mounted

a base, 
on said

12



base;
(b) each one of said vertical members extends 

substantially the entire height of said body;
(c) said vertical members are located equidistant from

5 one another about a perimeter of said body;
(d) each one of said apertures for receiving containers 

is circular; and
(e) a radial distance from an outer end of each one of 

said pegs to a center of said body is less than a
10 radial distance from an outermost point of each of

said vertical members to a center of a said body.
16. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 15,

wherein, inward of each one of said apertures, there is 
provided a substantially vertical planar surface.

15 17. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 15,
wherein each one of said vertical members further 
comprises a wall and said wall of each of said vertical 
members protrudes inward along a lower portion of a 
perimeter of each of said apertures, so as to define a

20 shelf.
18. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 17, 

wherein, inward of each one of said apertures, there is 
provided on said exterior surface of said receptacle a 
substantially vertical planar surface.

25 19. A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 18,
wherein between any two of said vertical members, said 
body has a substantially vertical, planar wall.

20, A kitchen storage unit as recited in claim 19, 
wherein said pegs' extend from an upper portion of said

30 substantially vertical planar wall of said body.
21. A kitchen storage unit substantially as herein 

described and illustrated.

DATED; 2 August 1993
35

.PATRICK , ‘4PHILLIPS ORMONDE & FITZPATRICK 
Attorneys for;
M. KAMENSTEIN, INC. i
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