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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMASW. HARDESTY, 

Youngstown, in the county of Mahoning and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Corset - Fasteners; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of my inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which form part of this specifica 
tion. 
The means of corset-fastenings as now 

known and used are defective in that they 
are not readily clasped, do not lie smoothly 
against the person, and cannot be as quickly 
unclasped as desirable, especially in case of 
accident or Sudden illness when the corset 
should be at once removed. Another defect 
is that the lower fastenings are apt to become 
unclasped by movement of the lower limbs 
while sitting. 
The object of my invention is to remedy 

these defects which I do by the means here 
inafter described and illustrated in the draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view of a corset, showing the 
flap carrying the hooks in the position it oc 
cupies immediately after the hooks are dis 
engaged from the eyes. Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
view of part of that portion of the corset con 
tiguous to the front opening, showing the po 
sition of the parts when the corset is about to 
be fastened upon the person of the Wearer. 
Figs. 3 and 4 are sectional views respectively 
showing the hooks disengaged from and en 
gaged with the eyes. 
The corset C is the ordinary corset, my in 

vention relating only to the manner of fasten 
ing, combining means for rendering the same 
smooth to the wearer. The left (as worn) 
front corset edge is provided with the two par 
allel vertical strips of pliable flat metal Pand 
S extending the entire length of the corset, 
each being sewed intohems at the corset edges, 
lapping each other. The outer plate P, at suit 
able intervals, is provided with the hooks H, 
the hook being upon the under side pointing 
away from the edge, the same having a taper. 
ing head, a rearwardly tapering under cut en 
gaging face, and a shank that passes through 
the plate P clinched upon the outer side, a 

rectangular piece of metal that clasps both 
sides of the plate P outside the hem, forming 
a base plate for the hook, to strengthen the 
corset in this portion. To the hook plate P, 
about midway, vertically, is attached the loop 
L for a purpose that will presently appear. 
The opposite or right edge (as worn) of the 
corset is provided with the vertical strip of 
pliable flat metal within a hem to which is at 
tached at intervals, corresponding to the in 
tervals between the hooks H, the leftward pro 
jecting eyes that, when the corset is fastened, 
engage with the hooks H. 

It will be seen that by the means above de 
scribed the corset is readily fastened and that 
while the plate S presents a smooth surface 
to the wearer the plates P and S' likewise pre 
sent a smooth surface to the garment WOrn 
over the corset, the hooks H and eyes. Eact 
ing between the outer and inner plates. It 
will also be seen that by catching the loop L 
and drawing the plate P outward, as a door 
would swing on its hinges, each of the several 
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hooks and eyes are at once disengaged so that 
the corset is loosened instantaneously, a mat 
ter always of great convenience and especially 
of importance in cases of sudden illness. 
What I claim is 
1. A corset having eyes at one side of its 

opening and provided at the other side of the 
opening with a stiffened flap connected on One 
side with the corset to swing outwardly there 
from in a horizontal plane, said flap having a 
series of hooks which engage said eyes and are 
simultaneously disengaged therefrom. When 
the flap is swung outwardly, substantially as 
described. 

2. A corset having eyes at one side of its 
opening, and provided at the other side of said 
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opening with stiffened parallel flaps between 
which said eyes enter, one of said flaps being 
hinged on one side to the corset to swing out 
wardly in a horizontal plane and having a se 
ries of hooks which engage the said eyes and 
are simultaneously disengaged therefrom by 
the outward swing of the flap, substantially 
as described. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS W. HARDESTY. 
Witnesses: 

ROLLIE E. BALDWIN, 
E. HIPPARD, 
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