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This invention relates to steering attachments
for outboard motors and, more particularly, to
attachments for releasably connecting an out-
board motor to a limb of the operator go that the
motor can be steered while leaving the operator’s
hands free.

The object. of the invention is to provide an
attachment connectible to any one of the number
of conventional outboard motors and extending
forwardly from the motor for engagement with
an arm or leg of the operator so that the motor
can be turned for steering the boat, thus leaving
the operator’s hands free for fishing or perform-
ing other appropriate functions. A particular
object is to provide such an attachment engage-
able either with an arm or a leg so that the boat
may be steered by turning the motor even though
the operator might be in sitting or standing posi-
tion in the boat.

In the performance of these objectives, it is
intended now to provide, in one form of the in-
vention, a Y-shaped bracket easily and quickly
attachable to and detachable from the steering
handle of the tiller of an outboard moctor so that
the knee, calf, or any other part of the leg or
foot of the operator may be engaged within the
Y for turning the motor in either direction by
simple movement to the right or left of the op-
erator’s leg. Manifestly, the operator may en-~
gage any part of his arm in the VY for similar
turning of the motor.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
Y-shaped bracket for semi-permanent connec-
tion with the outboard motor, a part of this form
of the invention serving as a substitute for the
conventional pivoted portion of the tiller and
grip, or handle of an outboard motor.

These and other objects will be apparent frem
the following specification and drawing in which:

Fig. 1 is a vertical elevation showing an cut-
board, boat, and one form of the attachment
applied to the steering handle of the outboard,
the operator’s leg being engaged in the bracket;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the attachment shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a rear end elevation of the attachment
shown in Figs. 1 and 2;

Pig. 4 is a plan view of a modified form of the
attachment; and

Fig. b is a plan view of a further modification
of the attachment.

Referring now to the drawings in which like
reference numerals denote similar elements, the
embodiment shown in Fig. 1 is intended for ap-
plication to a conventional outboard motor 2
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having the usual exterior shell 8, the outboard
motor being clamped to the stern 4 of boat 6 by
a clamp screw 8 and further including. a for-
wardly extending tiiler {8 with a rubber grip:- {1,
and tiller being pivoted at 2 to an drm 14 rigid
with the outboard motor. Ordinarily the’ out-
board is steered by grasping grip {1 and turning
the mechanism to the right or left:about a.pivotal

bearing, not shown, between clamp & and’ the

main part of the motor 2. .

The invention is concerned with an attach-
ment, one form of which is indicated at 186, by
which a body part, such as an arm or leg of the
body of the operator is engaged with the motor
so that by movement of the body part, the motor
cail be turned without necessarily manually en-
gaging grip handle (f{. In the embodiment
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, bracket 16 includes at its
rear end a socket {8 telescopically engagable
over tiller grip 1{ and detachably affixed thereon
by clamp screw 20 threadedly engaged within an
internally threaded boss 22 on socket 8. Prefer-
ably a clamp piece 24 slidably fits beneath clamp
screw 28 and, in turn, presses half sleeve 26
against the top of handle (i so as to hold socket
18 securely in place.

The front end of socket {8 is reduced and pro-
vided with internal threads 28 into which remov-
ably engages the threaded stem 38 of a Y piece
32, the arms of which are spread outwardly so
that the leg 3% or other body part of an operator
may be engaged within the arms of the Y. While
Y piece 32 in the illustrated form is relatively
short, it is apparent that its stem may be of any
desired length so as to extend forwardly to a con-
venient steering station in a boat.

The embodiment illustrated in Pig. 4 is similar
in most respects to that of Figs. 1 to 3 but instead
of utilizing a socket §8 engageable over handle {1
as in the first embodiment, an arrangement is
provided for more permanent attachment to the
outboard motor. In this form of the invention,
tiller (0 is removed at its pivotal connection 12
with outboard motor arm 14 and a modified tiller
piece B0 substituted. Tiller piece 58 is generally
tubular and provided with a clevis 52 at its rear
end for pivotal connection, as at 124, with the
forward end of outboard motor arm (4. The for-
ward end of tiller piece 59, which may be of any
desired length, is provided with internal threads
28A corresponding to the threads 28 in the previ-
ous modification for threaded engagement with
a Y bracket 28 similar in all respects to the one
previously described.

The meodification shown in Fig. 5 is generally
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similar to the ones previously descriked in that
it includes Y bracket 28, but in this form it is
supported on grip handle {0 by an offset extension
55 clamped as at 56 to tiller 10. Obviously, offset
extension 55 may be of suitable length so as to
provide the desired steering position in front of
the motor. It is apparent that the embodiments
shown in Figs. 1 to 5 may be left attached, as
shown as permanent accessories to the steering
handle or other steerable part of an outboard
motor.

It will be apparent in all forms of the inven-
tion, the hands of the operator are left free while
the outboard can be positively turned to the right
or left without necessitating grasping of the
handle. D

The invention entailed above is not-limited to
the exact forms shown, but embraces all modifi-
cations, substitutions, and equivalents in the
scope of the following claim.

I claim:

An attachment for steering outboard motors of
-the type having a forwardly projecting tiller an-
-gularly offset from the fore-and-aft axis of the
-motor, comprising: a substantially L-shaped ex-
‘tension rod, having a foot portion adapted in
length to extend inwardly from the offset tiller
:substantially to a position forwardly of the motor
-and along a forward extension of the center line
~thereof, and a stem portion projecting substan-

2,553,204

10

15

20

25

30

: 4

tially right-angularly forward from the foot por-
tion substantially along the forward extension of
the center line of the motor; a substantially Y-
shaped bracket affixed to the free forward end of
said stem portion with the crotch of the Y dis-
posed forwardly; and an angularly-offset clamp
affixed to the free end of the foot portion of said
extension rod for releasably engaging said tiller,
the angular offset of said clamp being substan-
tially equal to the angular offset of the tiller.
LLOYD T. MURPHY, J&.
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