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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OLE PEDERSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Moline,
in the county of Rock Island and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Furniture-Casters, of which
the following is a full and clear description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which—

Figure 1 represents a sectional view taken
through the center of the caster. Fig.2isa
horizontal sectional view on the line X X of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a front view of the axleand
ground-wheels.

My invention relates to casters for furni-
ture; and it consists in the construction and
combinations of parts, which I shall herein-
after describe and claim.

To enableothers skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I willnow deseribe its construction and
indicate the mannerin which the same is car-
ried out.

Intheaccompanyingdrawings, Arepresents
the axle having the collars ¢ near the middle
portion,and B aretheground-wheels mounted
upon each end of the axle and being slightly
“erowned "—that is, slightly higher at the
center than at the sides.

The shank C is formed with an integral
spindle b at its rear, and at its front under
portion it has an opening ¢, forming two down-
wardly-projecting lips d, which straddle the
axle between the collars ¢ and are adapted to
have one or both bent inward under the axle
to retain the shank to the axle and to permit

_ the usual rocking or oscillating movement.
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From the upper front portion of the shank
projects two lugs e, between which is mounted
a small friction-roller D, which is adapted to
travel in and be guided bya groove ¢’, formed
in the bottom of plate E—that is, formed as
an integral part of the hub F—adapted to re-
ceive the spindle b, the said plate E and its
hub being designed to be secured to the fur-
niture in the usual manner.

That portion of the hub F which projects
above the plate K is made in the form of a 4
in horizontal section, the said portion con-
sisting, essentially, of four radial arms g,
joined together at their upper ends and cut
away on their inner sides to form slots f at
the intersection of adjoining arms, while at

the bases of one or more of said arms g are
inwardly-projeecting lugs b, which form shoul-
ders for securing in position a flat spring G,
whose upper end is curved and reduced in
size so that it may enter the slot f. Each of
the four angles of the hub mayhave a spring-
plate G secured therein, if desired, although
one plate will serve in nearly every instance,
and the upper end of the spring which enters
the slot f is designed to engage a concave an-
nular groove [, formed in the upper portion of
the spindle, whereby said spring retains the
spindle and its shank within the hub, but al-
lows said spindle to be withdrawn upon ap-
plying a slight pull thereto.

From this description it will be seen that
the shank is made integral with its spindle,
its bearing for the axle, and its bearing for
the friction-roller, and that the spring which
holds the spindle in place is confined between
the lugs h, which extend only part way up
the arms ¢ of the hub, and thereby permits
the spring to be put in position or removed
when desired.

To unite the shank with the hub which is
permanently secured to the furniture, the
spindle is passed into the central opening in
the hub far enough to permit the upper end
of the spring-plate to engage the concave
groove in the spindle and thereby hold the
parts together against accidental disengage-
ment. To remove the shank from the hub
the operator exerts a slight pull upon the
former, which depresses the free end of the
spring and permits the spindle to be with-
drawn.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a furniture-caster, the shank having
the spindle provided with an annular groove
near its top, the wheels, and the axle, in com-
bination with the hub having arwms with in-
wardly-projecting lugs, and slots at the in-
tersection of the arms, and a spring-plate
confined between said lugs, with its free end
passing into said slot and bearing in the
groove in the spindle, whereby the spindle is
held in position, substantially as herein de-

scribed.
OLE PEDERSON,
Witnesses:
E. II. SLEIGHT,
MI1EAR PEDERSON.
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