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The ordinary desk pad hasa comparatively
soft or yielding surface so that, particularly
where a blotter overlies the same, it dees not
form a satisfactory foundation for a sheet
of paper to be written upon. One of the
objects of the present invention is to produce
a simple and novel pad that will be free from
the objection just noted.

In carrying out the foregoing object of
my invention I employ for the body of the
pad a comparatively hard panel, convenient-
ly of a material such as linoleum or con-
goleum, and provide the same with novel
pockets of rubber affixed thereto. These
pockets may be employed on body members
or panels of other types, however. Therefore,
my invention may also be said to have for
its objects a novel form of pocket for any
kind of desk pad as well as a novel form of
pocketed pad.

The various features of novelty whereby
my invention is characterized will herein-
after be pointed out with particularity in the
claims; but, for a full understanding of my
invention-and of its objects and advantages,
reference may be had to the following de-
tailed description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, wherein -—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pad embody-
ing my invention in its preferred form; Fig.
2 1s a section, on an enlarged scale, on line
2—2 of Fig. 1, the rubber flap being shown
raised, in dotted lines; Fig. 8 is a section
on the same scale as Fig. 2, taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig.
2, illustrating a modification. '

Referring to Figs. 1-3 of the drawings, 1
represents a panel of any desired material,
the same comprising, in accordance with
one feature of my invention, a thick layer
of hardened plastic material mounted on a
fabric backing 2 of which may conveniently
be a piece of burlap or the like. T nderlying
the backing is a facing layer 8 of felt.” In
other words, the parts 1, 2 and 3 constitute a
panel having the characteristics of linoleum
or congoleum, faced on the underside with
felt that will prevent the panel from searring
a surface on which it may be laid.

Attached to the panel are rubber pocket

pieces under which papers may be slipped ox
which will receive the ends of a blotter if it
be_desired to cover the panel with a blobter.
Viewing the invention in one of its aspects,
the corner pieces may be of any desired form.
In the particular arrangement illustrated,
however, there is disclosed a novel form of
poclket, each pocket piece being long enough
to receive an entire end of the panel, and
there being two of such pocket pieces, one at
each end. FRach
long, comparatively wide, flat member hav-
ing cut into one long edge a deep recess or
pocket into which an end of the panel isin-
serted ; the recess or pocket being closed on all
sides except that through which the panel

extends. Or, viewing the pocket member in

another way, it may be said to be composed.of
two long strips of rubber 4 and 5 united
three of their edges by a thick U-shaped
frame-like part 6 that holds the elements 4
and 5 in spaced relation to each other. The
elements 4, 5 and 6, are preferably formed as
one integral piece of soft rubber, although
this is not essential. When my improved
pocket pieces are employed in connection with
a body member or panel such as shown, the
ends of the body piece or panel are entored
into the recesses or pockets. in the' pocket
pieces and are wholly enclosed thereby ; suit-
able adhesive, as indicated at 7 , being placed
between the wall 5 of each pocket piece and
the underside of the body or panel. Thus
the element or wall 5 is fixed to the panel,
whereas the part or wall 4 is left free and
may be swung up as indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 2, to permit papers or the ends of
blotters to be inserted between the same and
the body of the pad.

It is rather difficult to secure the felt to
the fabric backing.
can be successfully ‘accomplished by first
skim-coating the upper face of the folt with
friction rubber and then cementing the coated
face of the felt to the under side of the panel.
This method of attachment of the feli also
permits the felt to be carried underneath
the exposed under face of the pockets so that
no rubber will come in contact with the desk
or other surface on which the pad is laid.

pocket piece comprises a-
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This form of my invention is illustrated in
Fig. 4 wherein the layer of cement 7 is be-
tiveen the lower wall or flap of the pocket
piece and the under side of the panel instead
of between said wall or flap and the felt. The
felt is carried across the pocket to the edge
of the panel and is secured thereto, as well
as to the fabric backing of the panel, by the
skim coating and cement indicated as a whole
at 8. ‘

My improved body or panel has the ad-
vantage of affording a comparatively hard
smooth surface that will serve better to sup-
port a sheet which is being written upon than
do the ordinary types of desk pads. The im-
proved pocket pieces, regardless of the char-
acter of the body or panel, will hold large
blotters in place in a more satisfactory way
than do the ordinary corner pieces, and fur-
thermore, they provide pockets of the size
to receive long sheets of papers that cannot
sucesssfully be held by the usual small corner
pieces. :

While T have illustrated and described with
particularity only a single preferred form
of my invention, and a single modification
thereof, I do not desire to be limited to the
exact structural details thus illustrated and
described ; but intend to cover all forms and
arrangements which come within the defini-
tions of my invention constituting tbe ap-
pended claims. ‘

I claim:—

1. A desk pad comprising a panel having
a smooth hard surface and soft rubber mem-
bers fitting over edge portions of the panel
and extending underneath and across the top
of the panel, the portions of said members
underlying the panel being secured thereto,
and the top portions of said members being
loose to form pockets between the -same
and the panel. -

2. A desk pad comprising a panel, and soft
rubber members fitting over two opposite
edges of the panel and extending throughout
the entire length thereof, portions of said
members underlying said panel and fixed
thereto, and other portions of said members
loosely overlying the panel.

3. A desk pad comprising a panel of hard
elastic material, and two wide loose soft rub-
ber pieces extending across the entire width
of the panel at opposite ends, said pieces be-
ing secured to the panel along all of their
edges except their long inner edges.

4. A desk pad comprising a panel having
pockets, a layer of felt underlying the entire
panel and skim-coated with friction rubber,
and cement between the coating on the felt
and the under face of the panel. ,

5. A desk pad comprising a panel having

a fabric backing, rubber pockets on the panel
provided with parts exposed on the under

side of the panel, a layer of felt underlying
the panel and the said exposed parts of the
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pockets, a skim coat of friction rubber on
the top of the felt, and cement between the
said skim coat and the adjacent parts of the
panel and pockets securing the felt thereto.

6. A desk pad comprising a stiff panel of
hard elastic material and a wide soft rubber
flap as long as the panel is wide everlying the
same at each end thereof, said flaps being se-
cured to the panel along all of their edges
except their long inner etlges, whereby the
stiff ‘panel is provided with long deep yield-
able pockets open at their inner edges and
closed at their other edges.

Tn testimony whereof, I sign this specifi-

cation.
7 MELVIN S. LOWER.
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