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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to display devices for 
use in supporting and displaying various kinds 
and classes of merchandise, and particularly, to 
arranging the merchandise in inclined or angu 
lar positions in the supporting device to attract 
attention; and the object of the invention is to 
provide a device of the class described wherein 
the Support and display is fashioned from light 
stock or thin materialso designed or laid out as 
to provide the required support for the article to 
be placed thereon and particularly wherein the 

edges thereof to form the article receiving socket 
or recess, the boundary walls of which conform 

15 with the contour of the article arranged in such 
socket; a further object being to provide a device 
of the class described wherein the main body 
portion thereof is conical or substantially conical 
in form whereby the weight of the article is dis 

20 tributed throughout the walls of said body por 
tion; a further object being to provide an article 
supporting base including upwardly extending 
display sections formed integral therewith, and 
further to the provision of a supplemental cut 

25 out at the top portion of the base forming a seat 
5 or socket for another article of manufacture to 
be placed on display, the walls of the last named 
seat or socket being fashioned to conform with 
the contour of the article arranged thereon, es 

30 specially when in an inclined or tilted position; a 
still further object being to provide a display and 
article supporting device which is so constructed 
as to assume an upright position when an arti 
cle is arranged thereon and which will fall into 

35 inoperative position automatically upon the re 
moval of the article therefrom; and with these 
and other objects in view, the invention consists 
in a device of the class and for the purpose 
specified, which is simple in construction, effi 

40 cient in use, and which is constructed as here 
Einafter described and claimed. 

The structure herein disclosed forms a con 
tinuation in part of the structure shown and de 
scribed in a prior application filed by me August 

5, 7, 1936, and bearing Serial Number 94,774, and 
is fully disclosed in the following specification, 
of which the accompanying drawings form a 
part, in which the separate parts of my improve 
ment are designated by suitable reference char 
acters in each of the views, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one form of 
device which I employ, indicating the method of 
its use. ... 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. - - . ... . . . ." 

thin sheet of material is cut out within boundary 
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Fig. 3 is a plan view of the blank from which 
the device shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is formed. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section through another 
form of device which I employ. 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank from which the 
device shown in Fig. 4 is constructed. 

Fig.6 is a front view of another form of device 
which I employ. 

Fig. 7 is a vertical Section on the line 7-7 
of Fig. 6; and, 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the blank from which 
the device shown in Figs. 6 and 7 is formed. 
In the construction shown in FigS. 1 to 3, I en 

ploy a blank 10 of the general contour indicated 
in Fig. 3 of the drawings, said blank having a 
curved lower edge portion and curved side 
edges 2 and 3. The upper edge is cut on the 
lines 4, 4a, 5, 5a, to form a display section 
6, which in the construction shown is in the 
form of a five pointed star, one point, the lower 
point, gradually fading into the central portion 
of the lower base part of the blank or into the 
resulting conical base formed therefrom as later 
described. However, the section f6 may be of 
any desired form or contour, depending upon the 
merchandise to be displayed and the type of dis 
play matter to be arranged thereon which will 
be consistent with or suit the product being ad 
vertised. I also preferably provide a series of 
slits or cuts 7 where the lower point of the Star 
section 6 joins the lower portion of the blank 
So as to provide the desired flat arrangement of 
the display section 6 and permit the curvature 
of the conical base to gradually taper into said 
flat display section. 
At 8, I have shown a large opening cut from 

the central portion of the base of the blank 0, 
and the boundary Walls of this opening are such 
as to conform with the outer surfaces of the 
article to be placed on display in the recess or 
Socket formed by Said cut-out when the blank is 
set up for use, and assumes a substantially con 
ical formation as seen in Figs. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings. 

In the construction ShoWn, the cut-out or recess 
F8 is adapted to support a rectangular cake or 
block, such for example, as a cake of soap, but 
this cut-out may be of any desired contour to 
receive and Support various kinds and classes of 
merchandise of regular or irregular contour. 
One side portion of the blank is provided with a 
Semi-circular cut 9 and the other side portion 
with a crescent-shaped aperture 20 adapted to 
receive the tongue 2 formed by the cut 9 in 
Securing said side portions together in supporting 
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2 
the lower portion or base of the blank in conical 
form and the cone may be of a true circle or of 
elliptical form, depending entirely upon the ar 
rangement of the article on display and the type 

5 of article employed. 
When the device is set up for use, the star 

display section 6 extends upwardly from the 
front edge of the conical portion directly above 
the article Supported in the recess 8, and this 

10 display section extends in a rearwardly inclined 
position. 
With the construction shown in Figs. 4 and 5 

of the drawings, I have shown a different form 
of base construction as well as a different ar 

5 rangement of display section on the base. In 
practice, I provide a blank 22 having a lower 
article Supporting section 23 and a display sec 
tion 24, the latter being severed from the sec 
tion 23 along the lines 25, 25a up to the points 

20 26, 26a so as to form interlocking back wall por 
tions 2 and 28, foldable on the lines 29 and 
29a and having interlocking elements 30, 3 for 
Supporting the base section 23 in a substantially 
Conical form with a straight back Wall structure. 

25. The base section 23 is provided with a cut-out 
32 which forms the recess or socket for the arti 
cle to be Supported thereon and the contour of 
the boundary Walls of this recess or socket Will 
conform with the article supported therein. 

30. With the construction shown in Figs. 4 and 5, 
the conical or curved contour of the base sec 
tion 23 extends onto the display section 24, and 
this latter Section is flexed or curved to bring 
the side edges 24a and 24b thereof forward with 

35 respect to the central portion 24c thereof. The 
blank 22 or the upper part of the section 23 which 
is disposed upon the section 24 is provided with 
two side radial cuts 33 and 33a and a plurality of 
intermediate radial cuts 33b. The cuts 33, 33a, 

40 are in line with scored foldable portions 34, 34a 
at opposite ends of said cuts so as to provide 
the Outward flexure of the top section 23a of 
the cone, or to maintain continuous vertical in 
clination of the front portion of the conical base 

45 while permitting the reverse curvature of the 
display Section 24. This is made possible by pro 
viding a circumferential cut 35 extending be 
tween the points 36, 36a and a vertical cut 37 
extending from the central portion of the cir 

50 cumferential cut 35 to the axis or center 24c 
from which all of the cuts 33, 33a, 33b radiate. 
One of the distinctive features of the device 

shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings resides in the 
fact that normally the display is not self-sup 

55 porting, that is, in removing the article from the 
Supporting receSS Or Socket 32, the weight and 
displacement of the top display section 24 is suf 
ficient to cause the same to drop backwardly. 
The purpose of this arrangement is to prevent 

60 shop-lifting of a valuable package arranged on 
the display by giving clear indication of the re 
moval of the article from a display by the auto 
matic dropping of said display. This type of de 
vice will be found useful in displaying jewelry, 

65 expensive perfumes and other articles of value. 
In this connection, it will be understood that in 
designing or laying out the base, the weight 
of the particular article to be arranged thereon 
is taken into consideration. However, in some 

70 uses, the general structure of the device shown 
in Fig. 4 may be slightly modified to provide a 
Supporting back wall and by changing the in 
clination of the cone to provide a self-supporting 
display and one sufficient to support articles of 

75 heavier weight. The lay-out as shown in Figs. 

2,159,828 
4 and 5 is not suitable for Supporting heavy mer 
chandise. 
In Figs. 6, 7 and 8, I have shown another form 

of construction. Wherein the blank 38 has a cut 
out 39 forming a recess or socket for supporting 
one article of merchandise within the boundary 
edges of the conical base 40 of the device similar 
to the function of the cut-outs 8 and 32, and in 
addition thereto, the upper edge portion of the 
base has an irregular cut-out 4 to receive and 
support a second article of merchandise so as to 
provide a dual Support and display adaptable 
for use, for example, in displaying merchandise 
sold in sets or pairs, such for example as Selling 
a cake or bottle of one article and a tube of an 
other article, both of the same manufacturer. 
With this construction, the end or side portions 
of the base are provided with coupling elements 
42 and 43 similar to the elements 9 and 20 for 
supporting the base 4) in its conical shape. With 
this construction, the display section 44 is fold 
able on the line 45 and includes a cut portion 46 
forming a tongue 47 adapted to engage the pack 
age arranged upon the recess formed by the ir 
regularly cut edge 4. 
As in my prior application, the edge 4 con 

forms With the contour of the article when the 
base is in its conical form so that the weight of 
the article arranged on display is distributed 
throughout the walls of the cone and prevents 
the collapsing of the cone, notwithstanding the 
fact that it is composed of light Weight card 
board or what might be termed heavy paper. 
This is one of the distinctive features of the 
invention, especially as applied to the cut-outs 
disposed within the boundary Walls of the base 
in the present disclosures. It will also be under 
stood that the contour of the lower Supporting 
edge of the conical base may be fashioned to 
conform with the support upon which the dis 
play is to be arranged, as is taught in my earlier 
application. 
With the different forms of construction 

shown, the blanks may be shipped in flat pack 
ages, and printed, lithographed or otherwise 
characterized, thereby permitting the manufac 
ture and sale of devices of this kind at a low 
selling price and yet adapting them for use in 
displaying merchandise of heavy weights, such 
as heavy canned goods and the like. In Some 
forms of displays, two or more of the cut-outs 
8, 32, 39 may be employed to support two or 
more articles on the base in addition to the top 
center supports, depending entirely upon the 
size of the base and the size of the articles to be 
supported thereon. 
In each case it will be apparent that the cut 

outs 8, 32, 39, engage the central portion of the 
article supported, and that the end portions of 
said article extend beyond and are spaced from 
the surface of the Support. It should further be 
noted that each cut-out is shaped to conform 
to the particular article which is to be supported. 
In other words, it may be said that the outline 
of the cut-out is defined by the intersection of 
the surface of the particular article to be sup 
ported and the Surface of the conical base of 
the support. 
The display sections of the several forms of 

devices disclosed are not only self-sustaining, but 
are maintained in extended position under the 
flexed tension contributed thereto by the man 
ner of cutting and supporting the same in con 
junction with the base. With the structure 
shown in Figs. 6 to 8 inclusive, the tongue 47 
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aids in supporting the display in proper position 
while at the same time aiding in retaining the 
article arranged in the cut-out 4 against acci 
dental removal. 

It will be apparent that means may be pro 
vided for supporting articles in any position 

is throughout the device, depending entirely upon 
the size of the display and the articles of mer 
chandise to be supported. 
... Having fully described my invention, what I 

Eclaim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: . . . 

1. A device for supporting articles of merchan 
e, said device comprising a support formed 

and having substantially the shape of a hollow 
runcated cone, said support being cut-out at one 

side thereof intermediate the base and upper 
end of said cone forming a recess adapted to 
support a predetermined article of merchandise, 
he recess in said cone adapted to receive the 
entral portion of said article: with the ends 
hereof extending beyond said recess in spaced 
relation to the surface of said cone, and the 
outline of said recess being defined by the inter 
section of the surface of said article with the 
surface of said cone whereby the weight of the 
article supported will be evenly distributed 
throughout the Wall structure of the device. 

2. A device for Supporting articles of merchan 
dise, said device comprising a support formed 

* from a single thin sheet of lightweight material 
and having substantially the shape of a hollow 
truncated cone, said support being cut-out at One 

2,159,828 

rom a single thin sheet of lightweight material 

3 
side thereof intermediate the base and upper 
end of said cone forming a recess adapted to 
Support a predetermined article of merchandise, 
the recess in said cone adapted to receive the 
central portion of said article With the ends 
thereof extending beyond said recess in Spaced 
relation to the surface of said cone, the outline 
of said recess being defined by the intersection 
of the surface of said article with the surface 
of said cone whereby the weight of the article 
Supported will be evenly distributed throughout 
the wall structure of the device, and said device 
having a display section comprising an exten 
Sion of the wall structure of said Support. 

3. A device for supporting articles of merchan 
dise, said device comprising a Support formed 
from a single thin sheet of lightweight material 
and having Substantially the shape of a hollow 
truncated cone, said support being cut-out at one 
side thereof intermediate the base and upper 
end of said cone forming a recess adapted to sup 
port a predetermined article of merchandise, the 
recess in said cone adapted to receive the Cen 
tral portion of said article with the ends thereof 
extending beyond said recess in Spaced relation 
to the surface of said cone, the outline of said 
recess being defined by the intersection of the 
surface of Said article with the Surface of Said 
cone whereby the weight of the article supported 
will be evenly distributed throughout the wall 
structure of the device, and the top of said cone 
having means for supporting a second predeter 
mined article of merchandise. 

NICHOLAS SNELLING. 
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