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This invention relates to the display of merchandise in
stores, and more particularly to a hook which is useful
for that purpose.

There has been a marked change in retail merchandis-
ing, with great emphasis on display and accessibility for
self-service by the customer. Much of this display is ob-
tained by hanging the packaged goods on horizontal
pegs projecting from a vertical display board. The pack-
age is usually a transparent envelope or a card with a
transparent blister. The card or envelope or its header is
customarily provided with a hole which is slipped. over
the peg.

This method of merchandising has proved very suc-
cessful with products of a uniform nature, but not with
other merchandise such as clothing where there are differ-
ent colors, patterns and sizes. The hole and peg system
then is not satisfactory because it requires the removal
of forward items from the peg in order to reach a rear
item. Merchandise of this character has therefore been
piled on a counter, which requires much more floor space,
and leads to considerable disarray of the goods as custom-
ers search through the piles.

The general object of the present invention is to solve
the foregoing problem, and to make the vertical display
system applicable to non-uniform products. This applies
not only to clothing, but also to items such as lipstick,
rouge, or eye shadow, where there are many different
shades of color.

The use of an open hook instead of a hole makes it
posible to slip any item from a peg for examination,
even if located in the middle or at the rear of the peg.
Accordingly, a more specific object of the present inven-
tion is to provide an inexpensive expendable hook which
may be readily but securely attached to the upper edge
of a package, such as a cardboard, or a transparent plas-
tics envelope, or the header of such an envelope., Other
objects are to so design the hock that it may be made at
low cost, and is easy to apply to the goods to be dis-
played.

To accomplish the foregoing general objects, and other
more specific objects which will heerinafter appear, our
invention resides in the hook elements and their relation
one to another as are hereinafter more particularly de-
scribed in the following specification. The specification
is accompanied by a drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing our display hook
applied to a transparent envelope carrying a shirt or
blouse;

FIG. 2 shows the hook applied to a cardboard on which
a shirt is packaged;

FIG. 3 shows the hook applied to the header of a small
transparent envelope used for a cosmetic product;

FIG. 4 is a front elevation of our improved hook;

FIG. 5 is a section taken in the plane of the line 5—5
of FIG. 4; .

FIG. 6 is a section taken in the plane of the line 6—6
of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 7 is a horizontal section drawn to enlarged scale
and taken in the plane of the line 7—7 of FIG. 6.

Referring to the drawing, and more particularly to
FIGS. 4 and 5, the hook is made of an integral body of
a flexible plastics material, preferably polyethylene. It
comprises an upright shank 12 having a curved head 14
at its upper end, and one half 16 of a fastener at its lower
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end. There is also a strap 18 extending from the fas-
tener 16, and preferably alongside the shank 12, The
strap 18 carries the other half 20 of the fastener at its
free end. As here illustrated, the portion 28 is the fe-
male or socket portion and has a hole 22. The part 16
is the male portion and has a pin or stud 24,

The strap 18 is readily bendable, so that the halves
of the fastemer may be brought together as shown in
FIG. 6. It will be understood that the envelope, card-
beard or header has a hole near its upper edge through
which the stud 24 is passed, and following which the strap
18 is bent and the socket 22 applied over the stud, prefer-
ably with a resilient snap fit, thereby securely locking the
hook on the package. The strap is preferably thinned
at the middle, as indicated at 28, in order to localize the
bending of the strap and to thereby bring the halves of
the fastener in substantial alignment when the strap is
folded. Viewed differently, it may be said that the upper
and lower portions, but not the middle portion of the
strap, are reinforced or stiffened with ridges or beads of
material, indicated at 28. The curved head 14 of the
hook is thick enough to be stiff and to hold its load. In
the illustrated hook it is thickened as indicated at 38, to
stiffen the same.

To give the fastener a snap fit the stud 24 is provided
with an enlargement 32 at its free end. This may be pro-
vided without the use of movable or cam-operated retract-
able cores. Instead the base area 16 bencath the stud
24 has a hole 34 at each side of the stud, through which
fixed core pins pass during the molding of the hook in a
simple two-part mold. These fixed core pins result in a
longitudinal thinning of the stud to conform to the ad-
jacent portions of the holes 34. When the holes are
round, as here, ecach side of the siud has a concavity in-
dicated at 36. These concavities stop short of the free
end 32 of the stud, thereby providing the desired enlarge-
ment.

The hole 22 in socket 28 is slighily smaller than the
original stud diameter. It streiches over the enlarge-
ment 32, and then contracts and is thereby locked in posi-
tion, as indicated in FIG. 27.

It will be understood that other forms of snap engage-
ment might be employed, but that here illustrated has the
advantage of not adding to the molding cost of the com-
plete hook.

It will also be understood that the upper portion 28
of the fastener might be the male portion, and the lower
portion %6 the female portion, but the present arrange-
ment i3 more convenient when applying the hook to a
display card or envelope in that the stud is first passed
through the hole before bending the strap. It will also
be understood that the strap might extend in some other
direction, but that here shown is preferred because the
complete hook then may be molded in a compact mold
cavily, so that many cavities may be made in a single
mold, which again contributes to economy in manufac-
ture. This compactness is further aided by locating the
upper portion 28 of the fastener within the curved head 14
of the hook. Moreover, the strap then bends around
the top edge of the card or package being supported by
the hook.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a shirt or blouse 42 is pack-
aged within a transparent envelope 44. This mey be
made of polyethylene, polypropylene, cellophane, or other
suitable plastics material in sheet form. A hole may be
provided near the upper edge of the bag, and the hook
46 of the present invention secured therein, or the hole
may be made by the stud itself. More specifically, the
stud is applied to the bag and the strap is bent over to
close the fastener, with the envelope held between the
two sides of the strap. There is no need to precut the
hole, as is done with cardboard.
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Referring now to FiG. 2, the shirt 48 is packaged
on a cardboard support 58. The upper edge of this card-
board is exposed at the back of the shirt, and has a
punched hole near its upper edge. Hook 52 is secured
to the cardboard by simply passing the stud through the
hole, and then bending the strap around the upper edge
of the cardboard to close the suap fastener.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the short transparent envelope
54 is completed by means of a heavy paper or cardboard
header 8% which carries the name of the product, the
manufacturer, and other descriptive material. In some
ackagzes the header has a single thickness, and the two
ides of the envelope are cemented on opposite sides of
he lowsr edge of the header, In other cases the header
is of
edges enclose the upper edges of the envelope and may
be secured thereto, as by means of staples or adhesive.
In cither case the header, if thick, has a hole near its
upper edge, and a hook 58 like that previously described
is applied to the header. If the paper is thin the stud
may be forced through the hole, and the strap bent over
to close the fastener.

It is believed that the construction and method of use of
our jmproved merchandise display hook, as well as the
advantages thereof, will be apparent from the foregoing
detailed description. It will also be apparent that while
we have shown and described the invention in a pre-
ferred form, changes may be made without departing
from the scope of the invention, as sought to be defined
in the following claims. In the claims the term “curved
head” refers to the open hook portion of the more com-
plete hook structure.

We claim:

1. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body of a moldable plastics material, said hook com-
prising a shank having a curved open hook head at its
upper end and one half of a fastener at its lower end,
an additional normally straight bui flexible strap extend-
ing from said fastener and carrying the other half of the
fastener at its free end, the said strap being readily bend-
able in a plane transverse to the plane of the hook head
to bring the halves of the fasiener together, one half
having a stad -and the other half having a socket dimen-
sioned to be received over said stud, the axis of the stud
being substaniially perpendicular to the plane of the hook
head.

2. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body of a moldable plastics material, said hook com-
prising a shank having a curved open hook head at its
upper end and one half of a fastener at its lower end,
an additional normally straight but flexible strap extend-
ing from said fastener and carrying the other half of
the fastener at its free end, the said strap being readily
bendable to bring the haives of the fastener together,
one half having a stud and the other half having a socket
dimensioned to be received with a resilient snap it over
said stud, the base area of said stud half having a hole at
each side of the stud, and the stud being longitudinally
thinned to conform to the adjacent portions of the holes,
the thinning of said stud terminating short of the free end
cf the stud to form an eniargement at the free end of the
stud,

3. A merchandise display hook comvprising an integral
body of a meldable plastics material, said hook compris-
ing a shank having a curved open hook head at its
upper end and one half of a fastener at its lower end,
an addiiional normally straight but flexible strap extend-
ing upward from said fastener alongside said shank and
carrying the other half of the fastener at its upper end,
the said strap being readily bendable in a plane transverse
to the plane of the hook head to bring the halves of the
fastener together, one half having a stud and the other
half having a socket dimensioned to be received over
aid stud, the axis of the stud being substantially per-
pendicular to the plane of the hook head.
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4. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body of a moldable plastics material, said hook compris-
ing a shank having a curved open hook head at its
upper end and one half of a fastener at its lower end,
an additional normally straight but flexible strap extend-
ing upward from said fastener alongside said shank and
carrying the other half of the fasténer at its upper end,
the said sirap being readily bendable to bring the halves
of the fastener together, one half having a stud and the
other half having a socket dimensioned to be received
with a resilient snap fit over said stud, the base area of
said stud half having a hole at each side of the stud, and
the stud being longitudinally thinned to conform to the
adjacent portions of the holes, the thinning of said stud
terminating short of the free end of the stud to form an
enlargement at the free end of the stud.

5. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body molded out of a flexible polyethylene, said hook
comprising an upright shank having a curved open hook
head at its upper end and one half of a fastener at its
lower end, an additional normally straight but fiexible
strap extending upward from said fastener alongside said
shank and carrying the other half of the fastener at its
upper end located within the curved head, the said strap
being readily bendable in a plane transverse to the plane
of the hook head to bring the halves of the fastener to-
gether, the lower half having a stud and the upper half
having a socket dimensioned to be received over said
stud, the axis of the stud being substantiaily perpendicu-
lar to the plane of the hook head, and the head of said
hook being thickened to stiffen the same.

6. A merchandise display hock comprising an integral
body molded out of a flexible pclyethylene, said hook
comprising an upright shank having a curved open hook
head at its upper end and one half of a fastener at its
lower end, an additional normally straight but flexible
strap extending upward from said fastener alongside said
shank and carrying the other half of the fastener at its
wpper end located within the curved head, the said strap
being readily bendable to bring the halves of the fastener
together, the lower half having a siud and the upper
half having a socket dimensioned to be received with a
resilient snap fit over said stud, the head of said hook
being thickened to stiffen the same, the base area of said
stud half having a hole at each side of the stud, and the
stud being longitudinally thinned to conform to the ad-
jacent portions of the holes, the thinning of said stud ter-
minating short of the free end of the stud to form an en-
largement at the free end of the stud.

7. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body molded out of a fiexible polyethylene, said hook
comprising an upright shank having a curved open hook
head at its upper end and one half of a fastener at its
fower end, an additicnal normally straight but flexible
strap extending upward from said fastener alongside said
shank and carrying the other half of the fastener at its
upper end located within the curved bead, the said strap
being bendable in a plane transverse to the plane of the
hook head and the midportion of said strap being thinned
to -localize the bending of the strap to bring the halves
of the fastener together, one half having a stud and the
other half having a socket dimensioned to be received
over said stud, the axis of the stud being substantially
perpendicular to the plane of the hook head, and the
head of said hook being thickened to stiffen the same.

8. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body molded out of a flexible polyethylene, said hook
comprising an upright shank having a curved open hook
head at its upper end and one half of a fastener at-its
iower end, an additional normally straight but flexible
strap extending upward from said fastener alongside said
shank and carrying the other half of the fastener at ifs
upper end located within the curved head, the said strap
being readily bendable and the midportion of said strap
being thinned to localize the bending of the strap to bring
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the halves of the fastener together, one half having a
stud and the other half having a socket dimensioned to be
received with a resilient snap fit over said stud, the head
of said hook being thickened to stiffien the same, the base
arca of said stud half having a hole at each side of the
stud, and the stud being longitudinally thinned to conform
to the adjacent portions of the holes, the thinning of said
stud terminating short of the free end of the stud to form
an enlargement at the free end of the stud.

9. A merchandise display hook comprising an integral
body of a moldable plastics material, said hook compris-
ing an upright shank having a curved open hook head at
its upper end and fastener means at its lower end, said
fastener means including a base portion in the plane of
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the hook head and carrying a stud with an enlarged top,
the base portion having a hole at each side of the stud,
the sides of the stud being dimensioned to conform to the
adjacent parts of the holes, and said sides stopping short
of the free end of the stud to form the enlarged top at
the free end of the stud, the axis of the stud being sub-
stantially perpendicular to the plane of the hook head.
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