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This invention relates to tailoring and has 
special reference to a device for holding but 
tons in position for sewing in Such manner 
that the button is spaced from the cloth to 
which it is attached, the device being termed 
a button spacer. 
In many cases, especially where buttons are 

sewed on heavy cloth such as is used in over 
coats and other heavy garments, it is desir 
able to attach the buttons in such manner 
that considerable space will be left between 
the button and the cloth to which it is sewed 
so that the cloth containing the button holes 
may fit under the button Smoothly. Hereto 
fore it has been generally necessary to em 
ploy much care and skill in making the 
stitches used of proper and even lengths so 
that a wrapping of the thread might be made 
around such stitches under the button. Con 
sequently, only a person with experience in 
such work could turn out a neat and Work 
manlike job. 
One important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a novel device which may be 
used by practically any person to effect sew 
ing of buttons in the manner described, an 
unskilled person being able to produce as 
good results as one with long experience. 
A second important object of the invention 

is to provide a novel device for this purpose 
whereby a set of buttons may be sewed on a 
garment with all of the buttons equally spaced 
from the cloth. 
Athird important object of the invention is 

to provide an improved device of this char 
acter which will hold the button securely in 
position on the cloth while the sewing is be 
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ing effected. 
A fourth important object of the invention 

is to provide a novel button spacer wherein 
the length of the stitches fastening the button 
may be made suitable to the thickness of cloth 
used. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in general of certain 
novel details of construction and combina 
tions of parts hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
and specifically claimed. - 
In the accompanying drawings like charac 

ters of reference indicate like parts in the 
several views, and: . . . . . . 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of one form of 
the invention; - 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of 
Figure 1; " . . . . 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the 
spacer; 

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 1; 

Figure 5 is an end view from the left of 
Figure 1; - 

Figure 6 is a plan view 
of the invention; : 

Figure 7 is a side elevation of the modified 
form. - - 

In both forms of the invention as here 
illustrated, there is provided a clamp includ 
ing a flat elongated base 10 having rounded 
ends and provided at one end, which is called 

of a modified form 
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the front end, with an opening 11 which is 
circular inform and of less diameter than the 
smallest button to be handled. A slot 12 ex 
tends from this opening through the adja 
cent end of the base. At opposite points on 
the sides of the base are pivot lugs 13 which 
extend upwardly from the base and support 
a pivot rod 14. The other member of the 
clamp consists of a plate having a rear por 
tion 15 and a front portion 16 offset down 
wardly from the rear portion and connected 
thereto by an inclined or diagonal portion 17. 
The portion 16 has an opening 18 therein con 
centric with and of substantially the same 
size as the opening 11. Depending from the 
sides of the portion 15 are pivot lugs 19 where 
through the pin or bar 14 passes so that the 
base and top member are hinged together 
intermediate their ends. A suitable spring 
urges the forward ends of the base and top 
member together and for this purpose a tor 
sion spring 20 is shown in the first form and a 
leaf spring 21 in the second form. 
In the first form of the invention the rear 

end of the top member is provided with a stud 
22 whereon fits the eye 23 of a wire arm 24 
extending forwardly and provided centrally 
of the opening 18 with an arcuate lateral 
thread engaging portion orhead 25, the termi 
nal portion of the wire being bent back under 
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ing a button holder, a stitch engaging mem 
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this arcuate portion and extending out be 
yond the arm 24 as at 26 on the side opposite 
the portion 25. Thus one end of the head is 
of double the thickness of the other. This 
arm and the attached head can thus be swung 
to bring either end of the head over the open 
E. the arm engaging the top member with 
sufficient friction to remain where set. 
In the form shown in Figures 6 and 7, the 

top member is provided with upstanding ears 
27 at points on diametrical opposite sides of 
the opening 18 and each of these ears is pro 
vided with a plurality of vertically spaced 
openings 28 so that a pin 29 may be inserted 
through a pair of these openings to lie in 
desired spaced relation above the opening. 

In use, the clamp is sprung open by digital 
pressure and a button B and the cloth C 
gripped therebetween as shown in Figure 2. 
Then the head or pin is suitably positioned 
and the stitches Snecessary to hold the button 
to the cloth are taken around said head or pin. 
After sufficient stitches are taken the head or 
in is withdrawn and the clamp removed. 
he button is now pulled out to the ends of 

the stitches and the usual wrapping is made 
around the stitches between the button and 
cloth. 
There has thus been provided a simple and 

efficient device of the kind described and for 
the purpose specified. 

It is obvious that changes may be made in 
the form and construction of the invention 
without departing from the principles there 
of. It is not, therefore, desired to confine the 
invention to the exact form herein shown and 
described but it is desired to include all such 
as come within the scope claimed. . 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is:- 
1. A button spacer including a base, hav 

ing an opening at one end provided with a 
slot extending through the c. of the base, 
a top member carried by the base and form 
ing a button holder, and a stitch engaging 
member carried by the holder. 

2. A button spacer including a base, hav 
ing an opening at one end provided with a 
slot extending through the edges of the base, 
a top member carried by the base and form 
ber carried by the holder, and means for hold 
ing the stitch engaging member in selected 
spaced relation to the button holder. 
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lation to said top member, and means to sup 
port said stitch engaging member in select 
ed positions to vary the lengths of the 
stitches. 

5. In a button spacer, a spring button 
clamp including a base member and a top 
member pivotally connected intermediate 
their ends, said members having opposed but 
ton exposing openings at their forward ends, 
an arm pivoted to said top member to have 
its free extremity move in an arc passing 
through the axis of said openings, and an arc 
uate head on said arm having its ends of dif 
ferent depths. 

6. In a button spacer, a spring button 
clamp including a base member and a top 
member pivotally connected intermediate 
their ends, said members having opposed but 
ton eXposing openings at their forward ends, 
lugs extending up from the top member at . 
diametrically opposite sides of the opening 
therein, said lugs each having vertically 
spaced openings, the openings in one lug 
being alined opposite E. openings in the 
other lug, and a pin insertable through select 
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ed openings in the respective lugs to extend 
across the button exposing opening of the 
top member. - 

7. A button spacer including a base, a top 
member carried by the base and forming a 
button holder, the base and the top member 
having registering openings rendering the 
button accessible for sewing, and a stitch en 
gaging member held in operative position by 
the holder. 

8. A button spacer including a base having 
an opening at the forward end, a top member 
carried by the base and forming a button 
holder, the top member having an openin 
registering with the opening in the base an 
providing access to the button for sewing, a 
thread engaging member and means for hold 
ing the thread engaging member in opera 
tive position over the holder. 

9. A button spacer consisting of a pair of 
opposed clamping elements for holding but 
tons accessibly for Sewing on a garment and 
a thread engaging member supported in op 
erating position by one element of the clamp 
ing device. 
s JOSEPH M. NOEL. 

8. In a button spacer, a spring button 
clamp including a base and a top member 
having concentric button exposing openings, 
and a stitch engaging member extending 
across the opening in the top member in 
spaced relation to said top member. 

4. In a button spacer, a spring button 
clamp including a base and a top member 
having concentric button exposing openings, 
a stitch engaging member extending across 
the opening in the top member in spaced re 
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