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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EUGENE M. BARLER, OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.

CONVERTIBLE FURNITURE.

1,200,071.

Apphcatlon filed I uly 10, 1915.

To.all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Evezne M. BARLER

of San Antonio, in the county of Béxar- and ;

State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in~ Convertible

Furniture; and I do hereby declare the fol- -

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the 1nvent10n, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and use the same.’

This invention relates to 1mprovements
in convertible furniture, and more particu-
larly to such as may be emploved for edu-
cational purposes. '

One object of my present mventlon is to
provide a simple table construction which
shall serve to receive structures composed
of building blocks; which may be also em-
ployed as a table or desk capable of stor-
ing the building blocks and other devices;
which may be also used as a flat or 1nchned
top desk, and which may be employed for
black-board purposes.

A further object is to so construct the

deviee that it may be readily converted from:

one type of structure to another, and be
stable and substantial in any form to which
it may be adjusted.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction and combinations of parts
as hereinafter set forth and pointed out in
the claims. _

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

5 is a view showing the structure in the form

of a flat top table. Fig. 2 is a view showing
the device adaptable for use as an inclined-
top desk. Fig. 8 is a view showing the de-
vice adaptable for use for black-board pur-
poses, ¢ and Fig. 4 is a view showing the de-
vice extended to facilitate the building of
various structures with the use of bulldan‘
blocks.

1 represents a table bodv supported a$ 1ts‘

four corners upon legs 2 Whlch may be re-
movably secured in. place by means of

screws, and, said legs are suitably braced by

means of cross-bars 8 and the longitudinal
bar 4 connecting said cross—bwrs,—snld brac-
ing bars being pre*erably removably secured
in place To facilitate shipment the legs

. and braces may be removed and stored
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within the table body 1. The table body 1
may also serve to receive a quantlty of
building blocks and said table body is nor-
mally closed by means of a cover 5 hinged
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The cover 5§ may con-

provided with a -panel, the upper face of
which is suitably treated to form a black-

-board 6. "When the cover 5 is located over

the table body, a flat top table will be

- formed, as shown in Fig. 1.

“When the cover 5 is elevated so that the
black-board 6. shall be chsposed in a con-
venient working position, as shown in Fig.
3, it ‘will be sustained in such position bv
means of a U-shaped support 7 having its
parallel members pivotally connected at - dia-
metrically opposite points to the edges of

~the ecover 5 near the free end of the htter,

the cross-bar 8 of said W-shaped support
resting on one edge of the table body 1 and
prevented from escape therefrom by means
of an arm 9 pivotally supported within the
table-body.- When the cover. 5 is closed
down upon the table body 1, as shown in
Fig. 1, the arm 9 will be in an approxi-

ately horizontal position within the table
body and the U-shaped support will be
caused to embrace the cover 5 so that its
parallel members may rest adjacent to the
table body (at opposite edges thereof) and
the connecting bar 8 be disposed at ‘the
front of the table and.rest upon the pro-
jecting portions of the hinges of the cover.

When it is desired to use the device as an
inclined top desk, the cover 5 will be raised
slightly and the arm 9 will be disposed in
a Vertlcfll position so -as to support said
cover in such inclined position.

‘When .the device .is to be used as means
on which to construct building structures,
the cover 5 will be opened to its full throw
so as to form a horizontal extension of the
table and when in this position it will be

“supported by the U-shaped support 7, the

latter having been swiing so as to assume a

vertical p051t10n under the free end of the

extended cover 5. The inner face of the
cover 5 now constitutes a base or foundation
on which the building block structure may
be set up, and such base or foundation will
Le in a most convenient position to the table
body in which the building blocks are
stored and from which they may be taken
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as the building progresses,—thus the scat-

tering of buﬂdmg blocks over the floor of

the room will be obviated. Tt will also be
apparent that the table body will constitute
a econvenient and ready receptacle for the
bujlding blockq when the building is razed,
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thus again avoiding the scattering the blocks
about the room.

Having fully described my invention what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent is: )

1. The combination with a table body and
legs therefor, of a cover hinged at one edge
to said table body for normally’ closing the
same, said cover also constituting a black-
board. and a support pivotally attached to
said cover and adapted when in one position
to sustain the latter in a substantially up-

right positicn and when in another posi-

tion to sustain said cover extended in a hori-

zontal position.

9. The combination with' a table body
forming a receptacle, and legs supporting
said body, of a cover hinged at one edge to
said body, a U-shaped Support plvoted to
and adapted to embrace -said cover, and an

arm, hmoed to the body, said arm adapted

to serve as a stop for said support when the
cover is elevated and a support for said
cover when the latter is inclined.

3. A convertible article of furniture, com-
prising a table forming a receptacle, & cover
hinged to said body, said cover also consti-
tutmg a black-board, a support hinged to
said. cover and constltutmg ‘means for sus-
taining the same in a substantially upright
and also in a horizontal position, and an
arm hinged to the table body and constitut-
ing means for sustaining said cover in an
inclined position to form a desk.

In testimony whereof, I have signed this
specification in the presence' of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

EUGENE M. BARLER.
‘Witnésses: :
R. D. BucuaNan,
~ W R. DoBByN.

‘Copies of this patent may he obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commlssmner of Patents,
- Washington, D, C.”
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