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[57] ABSTRACT

A game of skill in which an elongated balloon is pressed
into a mounted cylindrical launching tube, against a
projection in the launching tube, and released permit-
ting the balloon to fly out of the tube on a trajectory de-
termined by the postion of the tube. The balloon is en-
circled by an elasitc band or ring prior to launching,
and the encircling ring is ejected by the balloon at the
point of impact. The complete game may include the
launching tube and mount, an elongated balloon and
encircling elastic ring together with one or more targets
to be encircled by the ring.

2 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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BALLOON LAUNCHING APPARATUS WITH
TARGET INDICATING RING

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a game of skill in which an
inflated balloon is launched from a mounted tube to hit
a specific target. An encircling ring on the launched
balloon is dropped by the balloon at the point of impact
so as to encircle the target.

The launching device is a hollow cylindrical tube
which is mounted so that the longitudinal axis of the
tube is pivotable in a vertical plane. The base which
holds the tube may be rotated in the horizontal plane
to also aim the launching tube. A projection in the
tube, preferably a round rod mounted to the bottom of
the tube and projecting along the longitudinal axis of
the launching tube, serves to compress an elongated
balloon that is manually pushed into the tube from the
tube mouth. An elastic encircling band is placed about
the nose of the inflated balloon prior to the release of
the balloon. Manual release of the compressed balloon
‘serves to eject it into the airon a trajectory determined
- by‘the position‘of the launching tube and the location
of the weight of the encircling ring. Upon impact, the
encircling ring is released, with the balloon bounding
away from the target. The target may be a two or three
dimensional form to be encircled by the ring, or the tar-
‘get may be in the form of an open hoop, with various
points awarded to the player whose balloon or rmg, or
both go through the hoop.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The objects and features of the invention may be un-
derstood. with reference to the following detailed de-
scnptxon “of an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion, taken together with the accompanying drawing in
- which:

FIG. 1 is a side view of the launching tube and base;
. FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the launching tube and
base;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the inflated balloon and the
elastic ring, detached from each other;

FIG. 4 is a side view of the encircling ring assembled
. about the inflated balloon;

FIG. § is a side view of the balloon about to be re-
leased out of the launching tube; and
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"FIG. 6 is a cross-section in elevation of the launching -

tube.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Turning now descriptively to the drawing, in which
similar reference characters ‘denote similar elements
.throughout the several views, FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. §
and FIG. 6 illustrate the device 10 consisting of hollow
cylindrical launch tube 12 rotatably mounted to verti-
cal frame members 13 by threaded fastener 14 which
may tighten the joint between tube 12 and frame 13 so
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‘as to fix the longitudinal axis of launching tube at any

desired angle to the horizontal plane, with base 11 rest-
ing on a horizontal member. Base 11 is fastened by riv-
ets 16 to frame 13.

A dowel pin 15, fastened along the longitudinal axis
of launch tube 12, is fixed to the inside bottom 24 of
the launch tube.

As shown in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, an inflated elongated
balloon 20 and an elastic ring 21 are assembled to-
gether, with the ring located as desired around the pe-
riphery of the balloon 20 in the general location of the
nose 23 of the balloon. For accurate repetition of tra-
jectories, the inflated balloon diameter A should be of
the order of the inner diameter B of the tube 12.

The inflated balloon 20 assembled ‘with the elastic
ring 21 is pressed into the launch tube 12, as shown in
FIG. § against the dowel pin 15 by a hand 19, and then
released with the balloon and ring flying to the target.
Upon impact, the ring is released with the balloon re-
bounding from the point of initial impact.

Since obvious changes may be made in the specific
embodiment of the invention described herein, it is in-
dicated that all matter contained herein is intended as
illustrative and not as limiting in scope.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States is:

1. A game of skill, in which an. mﬂated balloon is
ejected on a trajectory towards a target from a launch-
ing tube, with the balloon marking the general area of
impact when it strikes an object, consisting of a hollow
launching tube, rotatable joint means mounting the
tube to a base so as to permit the longitudinal axis of
the launch tube to rotate in the vertical plane when the
base is resting on a horizontal surface, means to fix the
said rotatable joint in one position, _

a circular member inside of said launch tube that acts
to compress an inflated balloon which is pressed
into said launch tube, and an inflated balloon
which may be manually compressed against said
circular member in the launch tube and then re-
leased, said balloon when released being ejected in
a trajectory based on the angular setting of the
launch tube axis with regard to the frame of the de-
vice, and

an elastic ring which is fastened over the nose section
of the inflated balloon prior to its release out of the
launch tube, said elastic ring serving to mark the
impact area struck by the ejected balloon, by the
ring being ejected from the balloon when the bal-
loon makes impact with a target. :

2. The combination recited in claim 1 together with

a target which is of lesser diameter than the diameter
of the elastic ring so that an assembled balloon and ring
ejects the ring about the target when said balloon im-

pacts the target.
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