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57 ABSTRACT 
A bathing accessory made of sponge, plastic and bris 
tles is provided with handles and a soap compartment. 
Held across the back by the two handles, the narrower 
central portion applies the soap while outer enlarged 
areas are used to bathe and massage the shoulder ar 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

BATHING ACCESSORY FOR THE BACK 
This invention applies to bathing accessories and 

more particularly to accessories for helping bathe those 
areas on the back that are inaccessible by hand. 
A principal object of this invention is to provide two 

pieces of material, one of sponge and the other of plas 
tic having a central narrower area with a pocket and a 
plastic zipper for holding a cake of soap and outer wide 
areas provided with handles. The peripheries of both 
sponge and plastic are joined except at the zipper area. 
In the zipper or soap area the plastic is perforated. The 
whole plastic surface is covered with an alternating pat 
tern of bristles and perforations. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a bath 

ing appliance which is particularly shaped for reaching 
hard-to-bathe areas by giving it a distinct contour to the 
outer wide portion of the appliance. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
appliance for bathing and massaging the back and 
lower spine areas in which one side is used for applying 
soap and the other side is used for massage. 
Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 

bathing accessory that fulfills its purposes with a con 
struction that is rugged for long use, yet simple in con 
struction for an attractive market price. 
These and other objects will be readily evident upon 

a study of the following specification together with the 
accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of a back scrubbing 
device embodying the features of the present in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a staggered sectional view taken on the line 
2-2 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a somewhat enlarged fragmentary perspec 
tive view of the soap chamber of the device. 

Referring to the figures there is seen a back-bathing 
accessory 10, according to the invention, comprising 
generally two superposed pieces, offlexible material 11 
and 12, the piece 11 being of sponge fabric and the 
matching piece 12 being of plastic fabric. Pieces 11 and 
12 are generally contoured to have a narrow waisted 
portion 13 at the center flanked by two laterally en 
larged portions or lobes 14. The edges 15 of the pieces 
11 and 12 are joined together and sealed as seen in 
FIG. 2, except on one side of the central portion 13. 
FIG. 1 shows a side 13a indicating an opening to a 
pouch 16, in the central portion 13 for receiving a cake 
of soap. A plastic zipper 17 along both sides of edge 
13a retains the soap in the pouch during use. 
At the outer end of lobes 14, which are preferably 

generally diamond-shaped in plan, a pair of handles 18 
are provided. The whole surface of plastic fabric 12 is 
covered with a close alternating pattern of bristles 19 
and perforations 20. The pattern may be in rows dis 
posed horizontally, vertically or diagonally. 

It will become apparent that the angular disposition 
of lobes 14 are particularly suited to reach all parts of 
the upper and lower back by moving the article in a 
criss-cross manner. In this unique manner, soap is ap 
plied, cleansing and massage are obtained without awk 
ward and often impossible manipulation of the hands 
and arms over and under the shoulders. The bulging 
soap pouch reaches the spine, an area barely contacted 
by devices known in the art. Soap is automatically ap 
plied first to one side of the back, and then by turning 
the appliance from left hand to right hand, soap is ap 
plied to the other side. The lobes will extend to the 
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shoulders and the lower back thereby applying gentle 
cleansing while at the same time reaching the recessed 
spine areas. The invention is particularly suited as a 
back washer for a person who has arthritis or short 
arms and also for obese people. The article when dry 
also serves as a back scratcher. 
For general purposes, the article may be dimensioned 

as follows: 
The soap pouch three and one-halfinches by five and 

one-half inches, the arch in the pouch reaching out 
about one inch at the highest point; the lobes six inches 
at their widest and six inches in length; the bristles, 
spaced one quarter inch, one halfinch deep at the lobes 
and three quarter inches deep at the soap pouch. The 
plastic is lightweight and flexible with the soap pouch 
area slightly firmer to retain its shape. The handles may 
also be firmer for a better grip. 
What I claim is: 
1. A bathing accessory for the back or the like, com 

prising a generally elongated, flexible body having a 
pair of longitudinally spaced, laterally enlarged por 
tions and a narrower, central portion connecting said 
laterally enlarged portions, said body including two su 
perposed layers of porous material joined together 
along their peripheral edges except for a portion along 
one edge of said central portion, one of said layers 
being of a plastic fabric having a plurality of perfora 
tions therein to render the same porous, said plastic 
fabric layer also having a plurality of outwardly extend 
ing bristles on the outer surface thereof arranged in an 
alternating pattern with said perforations, said body 
also having handle means at the opposite ends thereof 
to facilitate manipulation of said accessory over the 
body of a user, and said central portion having a pocket 
therein adapted to receive a bar of soap or the like, said 
unjoined portion being closed by a separable closure 
providing access to said pocket and said laterally en 
larged portions providing increased surface areas for 
scrubbing the user's body and applying soap thereto 
supplied from said pocket. 

2. The bathing accessory of claim 1, in which the 
bristles on the central portion of said plastic fabric are 
longer than the bristles on the laterally enlarged por 
tions. 

3. The bathing accessory of claim 2, in which the lay 
ers of material of said body at said central portion are 
bulged outwardly with respect to the outer surfaces of 
said laterally enlarged portions, the outwardly bulged 
central portion of said body and the longer length bris 
tles thereon assuring contact with and cleansing of con 
cave areas of the user's body. 

4. The bathing accessory of claim 1, in which the 
other of the layers of material of said body is a sponge 
fabric. 

5. A bathing accessory for the back or the like, com 
prising a generally elongated, flexible body having a 
narrow-waisted central portion flanked by a pair of lat 
erally enlarged portions, said laterally enlarged por 
tions, being generally diamond-shaped in plan, said 
body including two superposed layers of porous mate 
rial, one of said layers being a plastic fabric having a 
plurality of perforations therein to render the same po 
rous, said plastic fabric layer also having a plurality of 
outwardly extending bristles on the outer surface 
thereof arranged in an alternating pattern with said per 
forations, said body also having handle means at the 
opposite ends thereof to facilitate manipulation of said 
accessory over the body of a user, and said laterally en 
larged portions providing increased surface areas for 
scrubbing the user's body. 
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