March 7, 1950 W. J. BARGEN , 2,499,713

TYPEWRITER DESK

Filed Jan. 3, 1945 3 Sheets~Sheet 1

Fro 5| TR
E 59 Ja\,ﬁzp

adadate o3
__/_ \t___ N 1
[T N = |

2

L/ Z6. _ /7 | 1L—-7/9

Jrnuentor

WJ,Ba?yen
WW %MG e




W. J. BARGEN 2,499,713

TYPEWRITER DESK

March 7, 1950

3 Sheets-Sheet R

Filed Jan. 3, 1945

N £2

\V.myxéaavxwmr\ 49

SEEEt BN

AN 6

Jruentor

WS Bargen

2ol

Attorneryd




March 7, 1950 W. J. BARGEN 2,499,713
TYPEWRITER DESK

Filed Jan. 3, 1945 3 Sheets—Sheet 3

—-—/M - 9/

/
— 3
O.@ L )@)\__9;3

7 ° 1 O ) & a

“i_\ Q . "lwﬂmln, ? De - ll/

: 95?( ,) ']”M ,’/ )@ '
95

|
>

A—=5
A 1P A
(WL = I\ —~

/

2 4’9 ,2.2'7_%

gwucwvtofb

WS Barger
3’”MMW




Patented Mar. 7, 1950

2,499,713

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
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"TYPEWRITER DESK
. William- J. Bargen, Waukégan, IIL..
Application January 3, 1945, Serial No. 571,130
(Cl. 45—91)

2 Claims;

1

This invention relates to typewriter desks and
is a continuation in part of my copending applica-
tion, Serial No. 503,539, filed’ September 23, 1943,
for Typewriter desks; which matured into Patent
No. 2,414,433, issued January 21, 1947."

An object of this invention is to:provide in &
typewriter desk an improved support for the
typewriter, which includes a movable base board
adapted to be attached to- the bottom: of the

typewriter, and a rotatable:cradle in- which the’
base board is adapted to be: positioned, so that-
the base board and attached typewriter may be

substantially inverted. When:the base board and
typewriter are.inverted, the desk-top may be
closed and the: top used: for writing or other
purposes.

Another object’ of: this invention is:to provide
in a typewriter desk: having a. folding. top an
improved paper or book holder which:will icon-

stitute a line guide and which is secured. to the &
lower side of the front top section; so that the

holder will be concealed when:the: top is closed.
A further object of this invention is‘to provide
a holder for holding paper or notebooks in a

position in front of the typist.so that the work

will be in substantially a horizontal plane with
respeet to the eyes: of the typist, and directly
above thie typewriter so as. to thereby facilitate
typing and. relieve the strain of locking sideways
at the work being copied:.

Ancther object of this invention-is' to provide:

a: desk having a sectional: hinged. top wherein
one.section may be-raised-to-form:a copy holder,

and the -other section: will. support  papers. or.
other articles behind the raised front section and

wherein the. hinge’ is. constructed as to limit the
swinging movement: of the section. forming the
copy holder. '

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of. - typewriter
desk constructed according to.an embodiment of
this invention,

Figure 2 is a fragmentary vertical.section taken .

through the typewriter well-of the desk.

Tigure 3 is a detail front-elevation of the lower-

side.of the front top section.

Pigure 4 is a sectional view taken on:the.line.

4-—4.of Figure 3. : )

Pigure 5 is a fragmentary front elevation of
the multiple hinge construction for.the front.and
rear top sections.

Figure 6 is a fragmentdry vertical section taken
through the. hinge .connecting the. forward and
rear sections of the desk top, and. .

Pigure 7.is 3 fragmentary. secf;iénal view taken:

on the line 1—1 of Figure 6.
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Referring to the drawings, the numerdal 5
designates generally a desk body, which is formed
of a rear wall {5 opposite end walls {7 and I8
and supporting legs 13 and 28. 'The body {8 is
divided into a drawer section 2{ and a typewriter
section 22, The drawer section 2i has a top 23
secured thereto, which is substantially lorger
than the length of the drawer section 21, so that
a substantial portion of the top 23 will project
forwardly of the body of the drawer section 2T,
A plurality of drawers 24, 25 and 28 are slid-
ably carried by the drawer section 21,

The typewriter section 22 includes a typewriter
well 30, wherein the reapr wall 1§ of the desk
forms the rear wall of the typewriter well, and’
a downwardly and rearwardly inclined wall 3§
is interposed between the end wall 18 and the
adjacent inner wall of the drawer section 2§ A
bottom wall 32 having an opening: 33 therein: is-
secured at its forward end to the lower rail 34
of the front wall 31, and is secured o' a rear
rail 35 carried by the rear wall {6. A forward
horizontal upper wall- 38 is secured between the-
end wall {8 and the adjacent inner wall of the:
drawer-section 21 and projects partly rearwardly
of the forward leg- 28 of the typewriter section,
being secured-at its inner end to the. upper end:
of the inclined wall 31. 'The horizontal wall 3&
projects forwardly. of the front leg 20 being
braced by a pair of forwardly exteading wall
members 88 and 233. The forwardly extending:-
wall members’ 38 are secured to the inner posts
40, forming part of the drawer section. 28, and
also part of the typewriter section 22. The for=
wardly extending wall member 3% extends for~
wardly from. the front post 20-at the upper end
of this post. A pair of angle bracing members &4
are secured to the lower side of the horizontal
wall 38 and tothe post 20 and 480.

The typewriter section 22 also includes a hinged-
top,; generally designated as 42, which includes
a: rear section 43 hingedly secured as-at 44 to
the upper end of the rear wall {8, and a front.
top section 85 hingedly secured. by hinge mem-
bers-generally indicated by the reference numeral
468. to the front portion of the rear section 43,

" The top 32 is adapted in closed position to rest

on: the upper edges. of the end wall 18 and the
adjacent inner wall of the drawer section 22,
and the front section 45 of the top overlies the
forwardly extending front wall members 28 and
39, having the forward edge thereof substantially
even with the forward edge of the top 23 of the
drawer section.

The hinge members 48 best seen in Figures. 6
ahd 7 are of such construction that when the'
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front top section 45 is closed, the hinge mem-
bers 46 will be concealed within the adjacent
edges of the top sections, and the top section 45
may be swung upwardly and rearwardly anc
then downwardly to a position overlying the rear
top section 43. A rail 4T is secured to the rear
top section 43. The hinges 46 include a plurality
of hinge members 46a and 46b pivotally connected
together intermediate their length by the pin 46c.
Hinge mounting brackets 91—88 are recessed
into the confronting edges of the top sections 4§
and 43 respectively. The sides of the hinge
mounting brackets 97 and 98 are formed with
inclined grooves 97¢ and 98a. The pin 99 carried
by one end of the hinge members 46a is slidable
within the grooves 8%Ta of the bracket 87 and the
pin 100 carried by one end of the hinge members
46D is slidable in the grooves 98a of the bracket
98. The pins {6} and {02 are carried by the
opposite ends of the members 46a and 46b re-
spectively and are rotatable within the brackets
97 and 98. When the top section 45 is raised,
the hinge members 46g and 46b will emerge from
the brackets as shown in Figure 6. When the
top section 45 is lowered the pins 99 and 188
will slide along the grooves to a position re-
cessed within the top sections 45 and 43. A
rail 41 is secured to the rear top section 43
adjacent the rear thereof, and when the front

top section 45 is in completely open position ,

overlying the rear top section 43, the front top
section will engage the rail 41. The rail 47 is
designed to prevent articles resting on the rear
top section 43 from sliding og of this top section
when the top is raised to provide for movement
of the typewriter either into or out of the type-
writer well. ‘

The front top section 45 has secured to the

lower side thereof a pair of elongated arms or -

bars 48, which are disposed in forwardly conver-
gent relation and project beyond the rear edge
of the front top section and will underlie the
lower side of the front portion of the rear top
section 43 when the top is completely closed.

A substantially L-shaped copy-holding rail 49
is disposed between the forward portions of the
bars 48, so that papers or books may rest on this
rail and engage against the lower side of the front
top section 45 when the latter is raised to a posi-
tion inclined upwardly and rearwardly, as shown
in Figure 2. The lower ends of the bars 48 are
rounded off, as indicated at 50, and are adapted
to engage in a recess 51, which is formed in a
block 52 secured to the opposite sides of the type-
writer section 22 on the inside thereof. Block 52
is formed with a downwardly and rearwardly in-
clined swisce 53, extending from the recess 51,
so that the bars 48 may readily ride up on this
inclined surface as the front top section 45 is
being raised.

A second pair of hlocks 54 are secured to the
opposite sides of the typewriter section 22, and
the rear ends of the blocks or retaining members
54 are rounded, as indicated at 55. The rear ends
55 of the blocks 54 are disposed adjacent the for-
ward ends of the recesses 51, and when the front
top section 45 is raised to copy-holding position
the hars 48 are adapted to abut against the abut-
ments or retaining end portions §5 of the blocks
54. The top 42 is adapted to be held in its raised
position by means of a spring-pressed balancing
linkage 56 which is secured to the opposite sides
of the typewriter section 22 and to the lower side
of the rear top section 43, as shown in Figure 2.

The front top section is held against cpmplete
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collapsing to a position overlying the rear top
section 43 by means of a multiple leaf hinge con-
struction generally designated as 57. The hinge
construction 57 includes a hinge leaf 58, secured
to the lower side of the rear section i2, adjacent
the transverse center thereof, and also includes a
leaf 59 secured hy fastening members 68 to the
lower side of the front top section 45.

A pair of intermediate leaf members 61 and 62
are hingedly connected together, and hinge leaf
61 is hingedly connected to leaf 58. Hinge leal
62 which is pivotally secured at one end to leaf
61 is also pivotally connected at the opposite
end to leaf 58. 'The connection of leaf 89 with
leaf 62 is a detachable connection and includes
an endwise movable pintle 63, engaging the inter-
engaging barrels of the hinge leaves 59 and €2.
Pintle §3 has formed integral therewith an exten-
sion 64 and a pin 85 which is parallel with pintle
§3, and is substantially shorter in length than
pintle 63 and extends from the forward end of
extension 64.

A loop 66 is struck forwardly from leaf 59 at
substantially the transverse center and is adapted
to receive pin 85 and thereby frictionally hold
pintle 63 against endwise movement. Extension
64 provides a gripping means or handle by means
of wlhich holding pin §5 may be released from the
keeper or loop 66, and pintle 63 may be moved
endwise to permit breaking of the hinge connec-
tion between the hinge leaf members 58 and 62.
When front top section 45 is raised to the position
shown in Figure 2, which is the copy-holding posi-
tion, the pintle 63 is removed from the loop 68
whereby hinge leaf 61 will be swung downwardly
from the lower side of rear top section 43, and the
hinge construction 57 is inoperative.

When it is desired to raise the partly collapsed
top 42 in order to position the typewriter within
the well 30, or remove the typewriter from the
well, the partly collapsed top may be raised to
disengage the supporting bars 48 from the recesses
or sockets 5. At this time the rear top section
43 will be partly raised and the connecting hinge
leaf members 61 and 62 will constitute a stop
means to limit the downward swinging of front
top section 45. The horizontal wall or support
36, which is positioned at 2 point spaced down-
wardly from the upper edges of the typewriter
section 22 is adapted to support a typewriter base
board 61. The base board 67 has secured to the
lower side thereof a pair of rails 68 which are
disposed in parallel relation, and are positioned
inwardly from the opposite side edges of the
board 67.

The rails 68 slidably engage the upper surface
of wall 36 and are provided with rounded cpposite
end portions 69. A transversely disposed stop
member 10 is disposed between the pair of rails
68 and is adapted to limif the rearward sliding
movement of the base board 67 when the latter is -
moved rearwardly to engage the rotatable cradie,
as will be hereinafter described.

The base board 67 is adapted to be locked in ad-
justed position on the supporting wall 36 by means
of a pair of inwardly projecting pins or dowels
11 and 72, which are carried by the forwardly
projecting wall members 38 and 39, respectively.
The dowels Tl and 12 are adapted to engage in
selected sockets 73 and 74, which are formed in
the opposite side edges of the base board €1, and
the board 67 at the front portion thereof is formed
with a rounded cam portion 15 to provide for the
board 67 riding upwardly over the dowels or pins

“H and 72. A pair of blocks 76 are secured to the
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inner: side of .the walls 38 and 389; being- formed:
with rounded forward and rearends; and a pair:

of pencil holding members 77 are secured to the
upper edges of the blocks 76 and project inwardly
therefrom over the base board 67T, so-as to prevent
undue tilting of the hase board. In other words.
the pencil holding members 17 co-act with the
horizontal wall 83 to provide a guide channel
within which the base board 87 slidably engages.

A rotatable cradle, generally designated as T8&,

is disposed in the upper portion of the: well38.
The cradle T8 includes a pair of rounded end
members 79, having flat upper portions 8%; which
are secured to a connecting: bar 8. A, pair-of
trunnions 82 are disposed at the:opposite ends of
the ecradle 78 and a washer 83 is disposed at.the
inner end portion of each trunnion 82: The
trunnions 82 are adapted to-rockably engage:in
sockets 84, which are carried by horizontal rails
88 at the upper portions of the well. 30. The rear
end of bleck §2 is provided with an extension
252, adapted to overlie in spaced relation the sock-
et 84, so that the cradle can only be removed by
lifting the cradle upwardly and then moving the
the cradie rearwardly.

The end members T3 are provided with cutout
portions 85 to provids for substantially balancing
the cradle, so that the flat portions 88 thereof
will normally be in a substantially horizontal
position. Each end member 79 is formed on the
inner side thereof with a channel 8%, which is
flared at its forward end, as indicated at §8, the
channsl 87 being of a width fo slidingly receive
the opposite sides of the base boards §7. The
connecting bar 80 is formed with a pair of cut-
outs 89 within which the rails 8 of the base board
87 are adapted to loosely engage. When the base
board 67 is moved rearwardly to engage in the
channels 87, the rear edge of stop member 79 is
adapted to engage the upper edge of the con-
necting har, so as to thereby limit the rearward
movement of the base board with respect to the
cradle. The stop member 78 also provides for
positioning of the base board 87 with respect to
the cradle 78, so that the rear edge of the base
board 87 will abut against the lower portion of
the inclined wall 31, The rail 83 provides a stop
means to limit the rotary movement of the cradle
when a typewriter is secured to the board and the
typewriter is inverted to position the same within
the well. as shown in dotted lines in Figure 2.

In order to provide a means whereby articles
such as sheets of paper, books, or the like, may
be held in a position for convenient viewing over
the top of the typewriter, I have provided a copy-
holder generally designated as 91. The copy-
holder §{ is in addition to the copy-~holding rail
49 and comprises a plate 92, which is securad by
fastening members 83 to the lower side of the
front wall section 45. The rear portion of the
rlate 82 is cutout as indicated at 84, so that the
rear portion of the plate 82 may be extended be-
tween the upper portions of the top supporting
bars 49. The plate §2 is formed with a pilurality
of oppositely extending staggered fingers 885,
which are longitudinally bowed, so that the free
ends of these fingers will be normally urged into
contacting relation with the under side of the top
wall section 45, Preferably there is a space 96
batween the respective fingers and the ends of the
fingers 85, so that & sheet of paper may be insert-
ed beneath one or more of these fingers with a
substantial portion of the sheet extending above
a, selected finger so that the typist can readily
see the written matier on the sheet. These fin-
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6
gers having parallel longitudinal edges also-con-
stitute line gauges so that the typist can use the
uppermost edge of one finger as a line gauge in
copying the material from the sheet.

In the use:of this typewriter desk, if desired,
the top 22 may be disposed in a horizontal posi-
tion with the typewriter concealed and depend-
ingly supported. in the well 80.. When it is de-
sired: to: position the typewriter T in operative
position, the front top section: 45 is: raised By
swinging. upwardly and rearwardly to the limit
permitted by: the hinge leaf §f. The two top
sections 43 and 485:may then be additionally raised
as a unit with the hinge 44 as a pivot. The
balancing structure 56.will hold the partially col-
lapsed top in its upraised position, whereby the
typewriter T. which is inverted, may be turned.
upright, the cradle 78. rotating therewith until
the forward:end:of the base board 87 strikes:the
rear end: of the' horizontal wall. or support 38..
The base board:§7 may then be.pulled forwardly
with the rails 68 sliding over the upper surface
of horizontal wall 26. The desired forward posi-
tion may be obtained with respect to the type-
writer by pulling the base board 87 forwardly until
the dowels or sfop pins 71 and 72 engage in
selected sockets or recesses 73 and 74 of the base
hoard.

The top £2 may now be lowered with the top
section 45 in partially collapsed position, which
is at an upward and rearward inclination, as
shown in Figure 2. The bars 48 are adapted fo
engage in the recesses or sockets 5i, at which
time rear top wall section 43 is horizontal and
resting on the upper edges of the typewriter sec-
tion 22,

The typist can insert either a portion of a
notebook, or the like, or a sheet of paper, behind
selected ones of the fingers 95 for holding the
article which is being copied directly behind the
typewriter and at a point above the top of the
typewriter. The sheet or book is inserted by
pulling the free ends of either one or two of the
fingers 95 outwardly a sufficient distance to pro-
vide for the insertion from the ends of ‘these
fingers of the sheet or book. Preferably, where
a sheet is being supported by the fingers §§, two
of these fingers are used for holding the sheet
tightly against the face of the plate 82.

If it is desired to collapse the front wall section
pintle §3 is pulled endwise to disengage holding
pin 85 from keepers 68 and release pintle 83 from
the barrels of leaf members 59 and §2. The
front wall section 45 may then be swung down-
wardly to the position shown in Figure 6, with
the upper side of this front wall section resting
on rail 47.

The copy holder herein disclosed may bs made
out of wood, steel, plastic or the like and is termed
“Ocutone” by reason of the fact that the fingers
are arranged in the same mannser as interlocked
fingers of a pair of hands. The longitudinal edges
of the fingers of the copy holder may constitute
guide lines and seem to “tone” the eyes through

‘facilitating the sighting of the work, hence the

term “Ocutone” has been coined as a definitive
term for the copy holder.

What I claim is:

1. In a typewriter desk, 2 hinged top for said
desk comprising front and rear top sections, hinge
means connecting said sections together along
an adjacent edge thereof whereby one of said
sections may be rocked to overlying position rela-
tive to the other, a second hinge between said
top sections on the under side thereof, said iatter
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hinge comprising a pair of spaced apart hinge
leaves fixed on opposite top sections, an inter-
mediate hinge leaf rockably mounted on one of
said fixed leaves, and a removable pintle con-
necting the free end of said intermediate leaf to
the other of said fixed leaves.

2. In a typewrifer desk, a hinged top for said
desk comprising front and rear top sections, hinge
means connecting said sections together along an
adjacent edge thereof, whereby one of said sec-
tions may be rocked to overlying position rela-
tive to the other, a second hinge between said top
sections on the under side thereof, said latter
hinge comprising a pair of spaced apart hinge
leaves fixed on opposite top sections, an inter-
mediate hinge leaf rockably mounted on one of
said fixed leaves, a U-shaped pintle, a retaining
loop on said other leaf, one arm of said pintle
removably engageable between said intermediate
member and said other leaf, and the other arm
thereof slidably engageable in said retaining loop,

10

15

8
said intermediate leaf securing said top sections
in pivoted position.
WILLIAM J. BARGEN.
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