Jan. 1, 1963 D. P. DORAN 3,071,244
MULTI-UNIT PACKET
Filed Sept. 29, 1959 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

/3 73

NN

|
|
; BN Y BT
i// ................. /7/ /24 ................. 24//
{

¥ P /// }f
L 2 I / 255
// 1 ¢ / B
ff_“; /5 . . /// ;

— /
1//

/f_l}' 1 2z

g

INVENTOR.
Donatd P Dorar

"G frarna

ATTORNEY




Jan. 1, 1963 D. P. DORAN 3,071,244
MULTI-UNIT PACKET
Filed Sept. 29, 1959 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

(1

!
2% @
; 35/‘1[39

Ll F16.5

: -0 g
K
3 a1 k

281 26

34 ) ,-

INVENTOR.
Donatd P Doran

S

-ATTORNEY .



United States Patent

3,071,244

WL Patented Jan. 1, 1983

1

3,071,244
MULTLI-UNIT PACKET
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Filed Sept, 29, 1859, Ser. Mo, 843,266
5 Claims. (Cl 265—45.31)

This invention relates to the art of packaging and, more
particularly, to an improved and simplified multi-unit
packet containing a plurality of articles, such as cigarette
packages or the like.

My instant invention has wide application. It is espe-
cially useful in connection with cigarette packages. Ac-
cordingly and by way of illustration, the ensuing dis-
cussion and descripticn are directed to applications of the
invention to packets containing a plurality of cigarette
packages.

It is generally the practice to ship and store cigarette
packages in cartons. Conventional cigarette cartons ordi-
narily hold ten packages, each containing twenty ciga-
rettes. The packages are usually arranged in two rela-
tively superposed rows of five packages each. Such car-
tons completely encase the cigarette packages and are
provided with glued flaps.

At present, a total of 41 States require application of
a State tax stamp to each package of cigarettes that is
sold in the corresponding State. In addition, a number
of municipalities and the District of Columbia also re-
quire application of rmunicipal tax stamps to packages
of cigarettes sold within those municipalities, With con-
ventional cigarette cartons, the distributor or jcbber in
such a State or municipality unseals the glued flap of
each carton, opens the carton, applies the tax stamp to
each package of cigarettes and then recloses and reseals
the carton. This is not only time consuming, laborious
and expensive but may also result in damage to the pack-
ages due to improper handling. Furthermore, in the
event a tax inspector desires to inspect the contents of
one or more cartons, the dealer is required to again un-
seal the glued flap of each carton under inspection and
reseal the carton after inspection is completed. Thus
the cartons and their contents are frequently subjected
to repeated expensive handling and possible damage.

The multi-unit packet of this invention is so con-
structed and arranged as to obviate the difficulties ex-
perienced heretofore with conventional cigarette cartons.
For one thing, the packet permits ready application of
tax stamps or impressions of such stamps on individual
packages without the necessity of opening its carton or
holder. The stamps, after they are applied, are exposed
and visible at all times and may be readily checked by
a tax inspector without any need for disturbing the holder
or individual packages.

The primary object of the invention is to provide an
improved, simplified and economical multi-unit packet
for cigarettes and other articles.

Another object of the invention is to provide a multi-
unit packet consisting of a holder or carton and a plural-
ity of packages of cigavettes which are so constructed and
arranged that tax stamps may be easily and quickly
applied to the individual packages without in any way
disturbing the holder or the packages.

Another object of the invention is to provide a multi-
unit packet which may be readily inspected by a tax
inspector to determine whether the individual packages
thereof bear required tax stamps without in any way
disturbing the packet.

Another object of the invention is to provide a multi-
unit packet, the contents of which are not disturbed from
the time of manufacture until they reach the consumer.

Another objeet of the invention is to provide a multi-
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unit packet that affords excellent display and advertising
possibilities for merchandise contained therein.

A further object of the invention is to provide a multi-
unit packet which may be readily separated into a pair
of smaller packets.

A still further object of the invention is to provide a
packet of the character indicated that is simple and at-
tractive in design, that is sturdy and durable in construc-
tion, that is inexpensive in material and assembly costs
and that is capable of performing its intended functions
in a wholly satisfactory manner.

The foregoing objects and additional objects, together
with the advantages of the invention, will be apparent
from-the following detailed description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings which respectively
describe and illustrate several forms of multi-unit packets
embodying the invention.

Tn the drawings, wherein like reference characters de-
note corresponding parts throughout the several views:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank from which a holder
is made for one form of packet according to this inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view of a multi-unit
packet employing a holder which is made from the blank
shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3 and 4 correspond to FIGS. 1 and 2, respec-
tively, and are illustrative of ancther form of the inven-
tion;

FIGS. 5 and 6 also correspond to FIGS. 1 and 2, re-
spectively, and are illustrative of still another form of the
invention; and

FIG. 7 is ancther isometric view of the packet shown
in FIG. 6 and iilusirates the parts thereof in another
relative position, certain parts being omitted for beiter
illustration of other parts.

Referring initially to the form of the invention shown
in FIGS. 1 and 2, there is illustrated in FIG. 1 a blank
B-1 which is made of a foldable sheet matierial, such as
a suitable weight and grade of appropriate paperboard.
The blank is divided by a plurality of parallel fold lines
to define a central panel 14, a pair of side panels 31 and
a pair of flaps 12. The blank is preferably rounded at its
corners, as indicated at 3. Each side panel 11 is hinged
to the central panel along a fcld line 14 and each flap 12
is hinged to its side panel along a fold line 5. One face
of each flap is coated with a suitable adhesive 16, The
blank is provided with a transverse line of weakness 17
midway between its ends.

Blank B-1 is adapted to be bent along its fold lines to
form a helder H-1 which is adapted to receive, embrace
?nd retain a plurality of cigarette packages 18, as shown
in FIG. 2. The cigarette packages, preferably ten in
numnber, are arranged in aligned and abutting relationship
with their sides and ends disposed in corresponding
planes. The cigarette packages- are placed onm central
panel i8 in the manner shown, with one end 19 at the
top. This end is preferably the end to which a tax
stamp is normally applied. The parts of the blank are
then bent so that side panels 13 bear against the sides of
the cigarette packages and flaps 12 overlie package ends
12 and are affixed thereto by adhesive 16. It is to be
understood that the faps may be secered to the cigarettes
by other means known to the att in place of the adhesive.

The arrangement. of koider H-2 and cigareite pack-
ages shown in FIG. 2 constitutes one form of multi-unit
packet of this invention. It will be observed that the
major portion of the surface area of the package ends
19 is expcsed and unobstructed. This permits of ready
application of a tax stamp or an approved printed impres-
sion of such stamp to package ends 19 without any need
for opening and then resealing the holder.” Moreover,
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the packet affords display of the end cigarette packages
while they are still contained in the holder. Additionally,
advertising material may be placed on the outer surface
of the several panels and flaps.

In the completed packet shown in FIG. 2, weakened
line 17 lies in a plane that is coincident with the abutting
surfaces of the central pair of cigarette packages. This
weakened line permits the packet to be separated there-
along into a pair of like packets, each containing a total
of five cigareite packages.
advantage over conventional cartons and is desirable in
instances where a customer may wish to purchase half
a carton of cigarettes instead of a full carton or a single
package at one time.

Reference is next had to FIGS. 3 and 4 which illustrate
another form of the invention. This form includes a
holder H—2, which corresponds to helder H-1 and which
is made from a blank B-2 (FIG. 3). Blank B-2 is
similar to blank B-1 and consists of a foldable sheet
material, such as paperboard, which is divided by a plu-
rality of parallel fold lines to define a central panel 28
and a pair of side panels 21. As shown, each side panel
21 is hinged to central panel 29 along a fold line 22. The
marginal portions of the side panels are provided with
adhesive, as indicated at 23. Blank B-2 is provided with
a weakened line 24, corresponding to line 17 of blank
B-1.

The packet shown in FIG. 4 is similar tc that of FIG. 2.
In FIG. 4, side panels 21 are secured to the upper por-
tions of the sides of the cigarette packages by adhesive
23 orin any other manner known to the art. The packet
of FIG. 4 leaves the entire end surfaces 19 of the cigarette
packages exposed for reception of a tax stamp or an au-
thorized printed impression of such stamp. As in the
case of the earlier described packet, the packet of FIG.
4 may be readily separated along weakened line 24 to
obtain a pair of packets, each containing five cigaret
packages.

FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 illustrate a third embodiment of the
invention which will now be described. This embodiment
utilizes a blank B-3 (FIG. 5) to form holder ¥-3 (FIiG.
6). Blank B-3 is similar to blank B-i and consists
of a foldable sheet material which is divided by a plu-
rality of parallel fold lines to defined a ceniral panel 25,
a pair of side panels 26 and 27 and a pair of flaps 28
and 29. As shown, side panel 26 is hinged to central
panel 25 along a fold line 34, side panel 27 is hinged to
the central panel along a fold line 31, flap 22 is hinged
to side panel 26 along a fold line 32 and fiap 29 is hinged
to side panel 27 along a fold line 33. The flaps are pro-
vided with an adhesive coating, as indicated at 34. Blank
B-3 is, up to this point, the same as blank B-1i.

Within the peripherzl confines of panel 26 is a pair
of spaced, aligned fold lines 35. Each of a pair of gener-
ally parailel lines of weakness 36 extends inwardiy from
the outer edge of the panel 26 to and beyond a correspond-
ing fold line 35. A cut line 37 coastitutes an exten-
sion of each line 36 and terminates at fold line 35. A
tab 38 is defined in part by cut lines 39, 48 and 41 which
are spaced apart as illustrated, whereby the tab is normal-
1y maintained intact and in coplanar relationship with the
remainder of panel 26.

The parts of the multi-unit packet shown in FIG. 6
are initially assembled and united in the same manner as
the packet of FIG, 2. The portion of panel 26 which
lies between weakened lines 3§ may be separated by
the retailer from the remainder of that panel and tab 38
may be separated from that panel along lines 39, 40 and
41. The central portion of panel 26 may then be folded
along lines 35 and disposed in the relative position shown
in FIG. 7 to obtzin an upstanding panel which may be
provided with advertising or display material.

The packet shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 may be provided
with a weakened line, corresponding to line 17 of FIG.

This presents an important,
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2, to permit ready separation of the packet into a pair
of smaller packets, each containing five packages of
cigarettes.

It will be appreciated from an examination of the draw-
ings that the several holder constructions illustrated
therein require considerably less paperboard thanm con-
veniional cartons. In fact, certain holders according to
the invention, including holder H-2 (FIG. 4), require
only 57 percent of the paperboard material needed for
ordinary cigarette cartons. This results in a saving of
43 percent in material alone and corresponding substan-
tial savings in handling and transportation costs. More-
over, the holders, by virtue of their simplicity, lend
themselves to ready aad economical manufacture, rapid
assembly of completed packets and prompt removal of
individual cigarette packages at the retail level. .

From the foregoing, it is believed that the objects, con-
struction and advantagss of my present invention will be
readily comprehended by persons skilled in the art, with-
out further description. Although the invention has been
herein shown and described in several simple and practica-
ble forms, it is recognized that certain parts or elements
thereof are representatives of other parts or clements
which may be used in substantiaily the same manner to
accomplish substantially the same results. Therefore,
it is to be understood that the invention is not to be
limited to the exact details described herein, but is to be
accorded the full scope and protection of the appended
claims.

Iclaim:

1. In a muiti-umit packet, a holder for a plurality of
packages of cigarettes or the like that are arranged in
aligned and abutting relationship with their sides and ends
disposed in corresponding planes, said holder being made
from a blank of a foldable sheet material comprising a
ceniral panel, a pair of side panels and a pair of flaps,
each side panel being hinged to a corresponding side of
the central panel, each flap being hinged to the side of 2
corresponding side panel which is remote from the central

anel, said ceniral panel bearing against one end of each
of the packages and being substantially coextensive there-
with, each side panel bearing against a correspending side
of each of the packages and being substantially coexten-
sive therewith, both flaps bearing against the end of each
package which is remote from the central panel and being
secured thereto, said flaps being spaced apart thereby ex-
posing at least a portion of an end of each package,
said holder being open at its ends.

2. In a multi-unit packet, a holder for a plurality of
packages of cigarettes or the like that are arranged in
aligned and abutting relationship with their sides and ends
disposed in corresponding planes, said holder being made
from a blank of a foldable sheet material comprising a
central panel, a pair of side panels and a pair of flaps,
each side panel being hinged to a corresponding side of
the central panel, each flap being hinged to the side of a
corresponding side panel which is remote from the central
panel, said central panel bearing against one end of each
of the packages and being substantially coextensive there-
with, each side panel bearing against a corresponding side
of each of the packages and being substantially coexten-
sive therewith, both flaps bearing against the end of each
package which is remote from the central panel and being
secured thereto, said flaps being spaced apart thereby ex-
posing at least a portion of an end of each package, said
holder being open at its ends and being provided with a
weakened line extending across each of its said panels and
flaps and lying in a plane that is substantially coincident
with the abutting surfaces of a pair of the packages,
said line of weakness permifting separation of the packet
into a pair of packets along said plane. -

3. In a multi-unit packet, a holder for a plurality of
packages of cigarettes or the like that are arranged in
aligned and abutting relationship with their sides and ends
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disposed in corresponding planes, said holder being made
from a blank of a foldable sheet material comprising a
central panel, first and second side panels hinged to cor-
responding sides of the central panel, a first flap hinged to
the side of the first panel which is remote from the central
panel and a second flap hinged to the side of the second
side panel which is remote from the central panel, the first
flap and first side panel being provided with a pair of
spaced and generally parallel weakened lines which ex-
tend inwardly from the free side edge of the first flap, a
pair of spaced and aligned fold lines formed in the first
side panel, each fold line extending from one of said pair
of weakened lines toward the other weakened line, a tab
formed in said first side panel and extending from the ad-
jacent ends of said fold lines toward the central panel,
said central panel bearing against one end of each of the
packages and being substantially coextensive therewith,
each side panel bearing against a corresponding side of
each of the packages and being substantially coextensive
therewith, both flaps bearing against the end of each pack-
age which is remote from the central panel and being se-
cured thereto, said flaps being spaced apari thereby expos-
ing at least a portion of an end of each package, said
holder being open at its ends, the portion of the first flap
and the first side panel between the weakened lines being
adapted to be separated from the remainder thereof and
folded along said fold lines.

4. In a multi-unit packet, a holder for a plurality of
packages of cigarettes or the like that are arranged in
aligned and abuiting relationship with their sides and
ends disposed in corresponding planes, said holder being
made from a blank of a foldable sheet material comprising
a central panel, first and second side panels hinged to
corresponding sides of the central panel, a first flap hinged
to the side of the first panel which is remote form the cen-
tral panel and a second flap hinged to the side of the
second side panel which is remote from the central panel,
the first flap and first side panel being provided with a
pair of spaced and generally parailel weakened lines which
extend inwardly from the free side edge of the first
flap, said first side panel being provided with a pair of
cut lines which extend from each of said pair of weak-
ened lines to the central panel, a pair of spaced and
aligned fold lines formed in the first side panel, each
fold line extending from one of said pair of weakened
lines toward the other weakened line, a tab formed in
said first side panel and extending from the adjacent
ends of said fold lines toward the central panel, said
central panel bearing against one end of each of the pack-
ages and being substantially coextensive therewith, each
side panel bearing against a corresponding side of each
of the packages and being substantially coextensive there-
with, both flaps bearing against the end of each pack-
age which is remote from the central panel and being se-
cured thereto, said flaps being spaced apart thereby ex-
posing at least a portion of an end of each package,
said holder being open at its ends, the portion of the first
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flap and the first side panel between the weakened lines
being adapted to be separated from the remainder thereof
and folded along said fold lines.

5. In a multi-unit packet, a holder for a plurality of
packages of cigareties or the like that are arranged in
aligned and abutting relationship with their sides and ends
disposed in corresponding planes, said holder being made
from a blank of a foldable sheet material comprising a
central panel, first and second side panels hinged to
corresponding sides of the central panel, a first flap hinged
to the side of the first panel which is remote from the
central panel and a second flap hinged to the side of the
second side panel which is remote from the central panel,
the first flap and first side panel being provided with a
pair of spaced and generally parallel weakened lines which
extend inwardly from the free side edge of the first flap, a
pair of spaced and aligned fold lines formed in the first
side panel, each fold line extending from one of said pair
of weakened lines toward the other weakened line, a tab
formed in said first side panel and extending from the ad-
jacent ends of said fold lines toward the central panel, said
central panel bearing against one end of each of the
packages and being substantially coextensive therewith,
each side panel bearing against a corresponding side of
each of the packages and being substantially coextensive
therewith, both flaps bearing against the end of each pack-
age which is remote from the central panel and being
secured thereto, said flaps being spaced apart thereby
exposing at least a portion of an end of each package, said
holder being open at its ends and being provided with a
weakened line extending across each of its said panels and
flaps and lying in a plane that is substantially coincident
with the abutting surfaces of a pair of the packages, said
line of weakness permitting separation of the packet into
a pair of packets along said plane, the portion of the first
flap and the first side panel between the pair of weakened
lines being adapted to be separated from the remainder
thereof and folded along said fold lines.
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