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To all typh???, i?; ??? ???????rre: 
Be it known that I, RUFUS C. BUTTS, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Webb 
City, in the county of Jasper and State of 
Missouri, have invented a new and useful 
Car-Coupler, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

car couplings. 
The objects of the present invention are to 

improve the construction of car couplings, 
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one 
capable of automatic coupling, and adapted 
to be readily uncoupled from the top and 
sides of a car without necessitating going be 
tWeen cars. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
Out in the claim hereto appended. 

In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of a car coupling constructed in accord 
ance with this invention and shown applied 
to a car. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional 
view showing two draw-heads coupled. Fig. 3 
is a transverse sectional view. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 

I designates a draw-head having a link 
cavity 2 and provided in its top and bottom 
With a longitudinal slot or opening 3, in which 
is arranged a ring 4 fitting snugly in the lon 
gitudinal slot or opening and engaging a link 
5 similar to the ordinary pin-and-link coup 
ling. The front end of the upper portion of 
the longitudinal slot or opening, or that por 
tion which is in the top of the draw-head, 
inclines downward and outward, and when 
the link is coupled, the ring is drawn forward 
and cannot be thrown upward by the link, 
Whereby the latter is securely coupled. The 
ring is mounted on a transverse pin 6 and 
is held at the front portion of a longitudinal 
slot. or opening, whereby it forms a cam for 
holding the link; and it is automatic in its 
Operation and drops by gravity in engage 
lment with the link. When the link enters 
the draw-head for coupling the ring moves 
rear Ward and upward until the adjacent end 
of the link passes the ring, when the latter 
will fall by gravity and engage the link and 
remain in the opening thereof until it is lifted 
out of such engagement for uncoupling cars, 

The operation of uncoupling may be per 
formed from the top and sides of a car 7 by 
means of a chain 8, which extends to the top 
of the car and which has its lower end Con 
nected with the ring, and by a transversely 
disposed rock-shaft 9, journaled on the car 
across the end thereof, and terminating at 
its ends in handles, and provided with a cen 
tral arm which is connected to the chain 8. 
The rock-shaft may be turned from either 
side of the car without going between cars, 
and the chain 8 is within easy reach from the 
top of the car. The lower end of the chain is 
connected to the coupling-ring by means of 
a link or loop 10. 

It will be readily apparent that the car 
coupling is simple and comparatively inex 
pensive in construction; that it is capable of 
automatic coupling; and that it may be read 
ily uncoupled; and that it does not necessi 
tate going between cars. It will also be ap 
parent that with a very slight change theim 
provements herein set forth may be readily 
applied to the ordinary form of pin-and-link 
car-couplings. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and mi 

nor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention, such as providing a lever or any 
other suitable means to be connected With 
the chain 8 at the top of the car to assist the 
operator in raising the chain, and similar 
changes. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
In a car-coupling, the combination of a 

draw-head having a link cavity and provided 
with a longitudinal opening and having the 
front end wall thereof at the top of the 
draw-head inclined, a link, a transverse pin 
extending across the longitudinal Opening, 
and a ring arranged in the longitudinal Open 
ing and mounted on the transverse pin and 
engaging the link, substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

RUFUS C. BUTTS. 

Witnesses: 
L. R. READ, 
C. B. KEACH. 
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