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To all whom 1t may concern-

Be it known that I, Seymour W. Bonsary,
a citizen of the United States, residing in
the borough of Manhattan, city, county, and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Convertible

“Trunks and Wardrobes, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
trunks intended to be stood on end, and pro-
vided with inclosed receptacles intended to
be removable when the trunk is unpacked.

While this improvement is particularly in-
tended for use in ward-robe trunks of the
general “ Innovation” type, my invention is
not limited to its use in trunks of that kind.

Trunks intended to be stood on end have
been hitherto provided either with an in-
closed tray swung upon hinges on one of
the trunk edges which stands upright when
the trunk is on end, or with a long box, con-
taining various compartments, which may
be lifted out of the trunk and placed on end
by itself. The former plan is sometimes ob-
jected to in connection with wardrobe trunks
because the hinged or swinging tray inter-
feres to some extent with access to the sus-
pended garments. The latter plan is objec-
tionable because of the weight of the long
box, and the frequent difficulty of disposing
of so bulky a container in small quarters.

My present invention has for its object
the provision of means whereby all the ad-
vantages of both of the above mentioned de-
vices may be secured while their disadvan-
tages may be avoided. This improvement
supplies a form of container removable in
sections and arranged for very convenient
attachment to the main trunk body; where-
by light units are provided and the problem
of their disposition while unpacking is sat-
isfactorily solved.

The invention is illustrated in a preferred
embodiment in the accompanying drawings,
wherein— ;

Figure 1 is a front elevation of one form
of my improved trunk, when open, omitting
the lower flap, Fig. 2 is a vertical section of
the entire trunk shown opened, and Fig. 3
is a perspective view of the top of the trunk
closed, with the two half trays supported
thereon in a preferred manner.

The main outer casing is shown at 10, and
in the form shown, the cover consists of two
flaps 11, 12, intended to swing up and down
respectively in opening the trunk.

At 13 is shown the horizontal sliding rack
or frame of a form of garment supporter
substantially as shown in my Letters Pat-
ent No. 642,075, dated Jan. 30th 1900.

At 14 is shown the sliding prop for the
frame 13, and at 15 are shown some hangers
for garments carried by said frame.

While my invention is not limited to use
in wardrobe trunks, I prefer to use the same
with this type of trunk, and to so arrange
the parts that, when packed, the hangers
and prop occupy the bottom or back of the
trunk, being located behind the independent
superposed trays. These latter are shown at
16, placed one upen the other and occupy-
ing the space immediately within the covers
11, 12, and in front of the prop 14. The
suitably shaped body 16 of each tray is pro-
vided preferably with a handle 17, and is
closed at the back by a swinging cover, 18,
which may be made in two hinged halves,
as shown in Fig. 8. Three or more trays
are within my invention. To each half tray
16 there is attached a frame consisting of a
back strip 19 and two side supports 20, the
ends of which latter are pivoted to the sides
of the container 16. Tapes 21 are prefer-
ably fastened to the back strips 19. These
tapes are arranged to form single loops
whereby the half trays may be suspended if
desired; and T prefer to make them of such
a length that each may be hung over a side
of the suitably placed handle 22 of the
trunk. Thus each half tray may be sup-
ported opposite the other upon one side of
the trunk casing 10.

As shown on the left of Fig. 3, the nor-
mal position of each half tray is with its
length vertical and with the back strip 19
between the container 16 and the trunk cas-
ing. It is one function of the strip 19 to
hold the cover 18 closed, which is the effect
in this position. When so hung, the tape
91 should be short enough not to permit any
appreciable tendency of the half tray to
hang away from the trunk, either closed or
opened. When this is the case, and with
the sides 20 of the supporting frame pivoted
near the bottom of 16, as shown, there is a
strong tendency of each container to pre-
serve its normal or closed position. In or-
der to open a suspended half tray 16 the
same is drawn forward by the handle 17 in
the direction of the arrow at the left in
Fig. 8. When the same assumes the posi-
tion shown at the right in Fig. 8, the rear
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edge comes up to a stop against the back
strip 19, and the whole device tends to hang
snugly against the side of the trunk, as
shown. In this position the cover 18 is free
to be thrown back to expose the contents of
the container 16. The construction thus
shown is quite stable and secure.

It will be seen that, by the use of the
construction above described, I accomplish a
double object. In the first place, I provide
a divisible removable container in the front
space of a trunk, which can be easily and
conveniently moved by anyone, whether
packed or not, and which lends itself par-
ticularly well to convenient disposition when
the trunk is unpacked. In the second place,
I provide a novel form of wardrobe when
the trunk is unpacked, by combining the
peculiar species of half trays shown with
the trunk body in the symmetrical structure
shown in Fig. 8. The article of furniture
produced by this last named arrangement
affords a very handy wardrobe for the safe
keeping of shirts, shoes, hats, ete., which can
be instantly and easily packed by simply
removing the tapes from the handle 22 and

placing the half trays one upon the other

within the trunk substantially as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2.

What I claim is—

1. A convertible trunk and swardrobe,
comprising a trunk casing adapted to stand
on end when open, a handle on one end of
said casing, a divisible container composed
of independent sections adapted to stand
one on another within the front portion of
the interior of the casing, and means on each
section of said container for suspending the
same from said handle against one side of
said trunk casing, substantially as described.

2. A convertible trunk and wardrobe com-
prising a trunk casing adapted to stand on
one end of said casing and having a handle
on the opposite end thereof, a divisible con-
tainer composed of independent sections
adapted to stand one on another within the
front portion of the interior of the casing, a
supporting frame pivoted to each section of
the contamner, and means attached to each
supporting frame adapted to engage said
handle, substantially as described.

3. A convertible trunk and wardrobe com-
prising a trunk casing adapted to stand on
end when open, a handle on one end of said
casing, a divisible container composed of in-
dependent sections adapted to stand one on
another within the front portion of the in-
terior of the casing, a cover on each section
of the container and a supporting frame

b
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pivoted to each of said sections adapted to

hold down said cover, substantially as de-

scribed.

4. A convertible trunk and wardrobe com-
prising a trunk casing adapted to stand on
end when open, a container adapted to fit
into said trunk, a supporting frame pivoted
to said container, a handle on said trunk,
and means whereby the container and frame
may be suspended from said handle; the
whole proportioned and arranged so that,
when the container and its supporting frame
are hung from said handle by said means,
they will lie flat against the side of said
trunk substantially as described.

5. A temporary wardrobe structure com-
prising a trunk body having a handle at the
top, a supporting frame, a suspending means
attached to said frame and engaging over
said handle, and a container pivoted to said
frame and engaging therewith so as to hang
flat against the side of said trunk, substan-
tially as described.

6. A temporary wardrobe structure com-
prising a trunk body having a handle at the
top, a container, a supporting frame pivoted
at the sides thereof and having a back strip,
and a tape passing around said handle and
fastened to said back strip; the whole pro-
portioned and arranged so that the con-
tainer and its supporting frame will lie flat
against the side of said trunk whether the
container be tipped open or hang closed,
substantially as described.

7. In combination with a trunk having a
handle at one end, an interior removable
container for trunks comprising a body hav-
ing a hinged cover, a supporting frame piv-
oted to the sides of said body and having a
baclk strip adapted to secure said cover, and
suspending means attached to said frame
adapted to engage the handle on said trunk,
substantially as described.

8. A wardrobe trunk comprising a main
casing, sliding garment-supporting means
adapted to be confined near the bottom of
the trunk, and a divisible container com-
posed of independent sections adapted to
stand one upon another in front of said
garment-supporting means, when the trunk
1s packed, each section being provided with
means for suspending it against the side
of the trunk when the latter stands on end,
substantially as described.

SEYMOUR W. BONSALL.

‘Witnesses:
H. S. MacKavyz,
M. A. Burrer.
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