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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An earring insert is provided for a pierced
earlobe and other pierced parts of the anatomy having
an orifice therethrough. The insert consists of a
first sleeve that is inserted into the orifice of the
pierced earlobe and other pierced parts of the
anatomy. A first flange extends about an outer end
of the first sleeve. A second sleeve is inserted
into the first sleeve. A second flange extends about
an outer end of the second sleeve. A friction post
and ear wire of a pierced earring can extend through
the second sleeve to eliminate chaffing of the
orifice, while at the same time prevent the orifice
from closing, when the pierced earring is removed for

a long period of time.



BACRGROUND OF THE INVENTION

?iglg‘giw;gg ventio

The instant invention relates genexrally to -
plerced earrings and more specifically it relates to

an earring insert for a pierced earlobe and other

pierced parts of the anatomy.
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Description of the Prior Art

Numerous pierced.earrings have been
provided in prior art that are each adapted to be
placed through an orifice in an earlobe. The
insertion of and removal from the orifice of the
friction post or ear wire many times can cause
irritation and pain in the earlobe. While these
units may be suitable for the particular purpose to
which they address, they would not be as suitable for

the purposes of the present invention as heretofore

described.



10

20

30

CA 02145147 2000-09-19

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance wilith an embodiment of the present
1nvention there 1s provided an earring insert for a pierced
earlobe and other pilerced parts of the anatomy having an
orifice therethrough, the insert comprising: a) a first sleeve
of flexible vented material that 1s inserted into the orifice
of the plerced earlobe and other pierced parts of the anatomy;
b) a first flange extending about an outer end of the first
sleeve; c) a second sleeve of flexible vented material that is
inserted into the first sleeve; d) a second flange extending
about an outer end of the second sleeve, so that a friction
post and ear wire of a pierced earring can extend through the
second sleeve to eliminate chaffing of the orifice, while at
the same time prevent the orifice from closing when the pierced
earring 1s removed for a long period of time; and e) means for

retaining the second sleeve within the first sleeve when

assembled together within the orifice comprising an internal
V-shape groove formed 1n the first sleeve adjacent its outer
end and an external V-shaped ring formed on the second sleeve
adjacent 1ts 1nner end, so that when the second sleeve 1is
inserted into the first sleeve the V-shaped ring will engage
with the V-shaped groove, the flexible and porous sleeves
keeping the orifice dry and thereby permitting the insert to

be worn and maintained 1n place for preventing the orifice from

closing.

A feature of one embodiment of the present invention
is to provide an earring insert for a pilierced earlobe and other

pierced parts of the anatomy that will overcome the

shortcomings of the prior art devices.
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It 1s a feature of one embodiment of the present
invention to provide an earring insert for a pierced earlobe
and other pierced parts of the anatomy that is placed through
an orifice i1n the earlobe and the other pierced parts, so as
to act as a support guide for a friction post and ear wire of

a plerced earring.

An additional feature of one embodiment of the
present 1nvention, 1s to provide an earring insert for a
pierced earlobe and other pilerced parts of the anatomy in which
once 1nserted 1nto the orifice and maintained in place, the
earring 1nsert will eliminate chaffing of the orifice, while

at the same time prevent the orifice from closing.
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A further feature of an embodiment is to provide an
earring 1nsert for a pilerced earlobe and other pierced parts

of the anatomy that 1s simple and easy to use.

A still further feature of the present invention is
to provide an earring insert for a pierced earlobe and other

plerced parts of the anatomy that 1s economical in cost to

manufacture.

Further features of the 1nvention will appear as the

description proceeds.

To the accomplishment of the above and related
features, this 1nvention may be embodied 1in the form
illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings, attention being
called to the fact, however, that the drawlings are i1llustrative
only, and that changes may be made 1n the specific construction

i1llustrated and described within the scope of the appended

claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION QF THE DRAWING FIGURES

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the

instant invention within an orifice in an earlobe.

FIGURE 2 is a side view taken in the

direction of arrow 2 in figure 1.

FIGURE 3 1s a perspective view of the

earlobe with a pierced earring inserted through the

instant invention.

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged exploded side view
of the instant invention per se, with parts broken

away taken in the direction of arrow 4 in Figure 1.
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FIGURE 5 1s an enlarged perspective view of
the i1nstant invention assembled, showing a portion of

the pierced earring and the earlobe in phantom.

FIGURE 6 1s a further enlarged cross
sectional view taken along line 6-6 in Figure 3, .

showing the vented sleeve in greater detail.

FIGURE 7 are end views, each taken in
either direction as indicated by arrow 7 in Figure 4,

showing the flanges in different geometric shapes.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Turning now descriptively to the drawings,

in which similar reference characters denote similar

elements throughout the several views, Figures 1
through 7 illustrate an earring insert 10 for a
pierced earlcbe 12 and other plerced parts of the
anatomy (not shown), having an orifice 14
therethrough. The insert 10 consists of a first
sleeve 16 that is inserted into the orifice 14 of the
pierced earlobe 12 and other pierced parts of the
anatomy. A first flange 18 extends about an outer
end 20 of the first sleeve 16. A second sleeve 22 is
" 1nserted into the first sleeve 16. 1A second flange
24 extends about an outer end 26 of the second sleeve
22. A friction post (not shown) and ear wire 28 of a
pierced earring 30 can extend through the second

sleeve 22, to eliminate chaffing of the orifice 14,
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while at the same time prevent the orifice 14 from

closing when the pierced earring 30 is removed for a

long period of time.

The first sleeve 16 is fabricated out of a

flexible vented material 32, while the second sleeve
22 is also fabricated out of the flexible vented
material 32. The first flange 18 is integral with
the first sleeve 16 and the second flange 24 1is
integral with the second sleeve 22. When the second
sleeve 22 is inserted into the first sleeve 16, the
first flange 18 and the second flange 24 will help
maintain the first sleeve 16 and the second sleeve 22
in placed within the orifice 14, while the flexible
vented material 32 will allow the orifice 14 to

receive air to keep it dry.

The earring inserted 10, as shown in Figure

4, further includes a structure 34 for retaining the
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second sleeve 22 within the first sleeve 16 when
assembled together within the orifice 14. The
retaining structure consists of the first sleeve 16
having an lnternal annular V-shaped groove 36,
adjacent its outer end 20. The second sleeve 22 has
an external annular V-shaped ring 38, adjacent its
inner end 40. When the second sleeve 22 is inserted
into the first sleeve 16, the V-shaped ring 38 will

engage with the V-shaped groove 36.

The first flange 18 and the second flange
24 are each made in a specific gecometric shape 42,
for ornamentation. As shown in Figure 7, the
geamétric shaped 42 can typically be a circle 44, a

triangle 46, a square 48 and a hexagon 50. Any other

geometric shaped can alsoc be utilized.

-10~
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QPERATION OF THE INVENTION

To use the earring insert 10 the following

steps should be taken:

1. Place the first sleeve 16 into the
orifice 14 until the first flange 18

is agalinst the front surface of the

earlobe 12.

2. Insert the second sleeve 22 into the

first sleeve 16.

3. The V~shaped annular ring 38 will

engage with the V-shaped annular

-11~
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groove 36, so as to retaln the second
flange 24 against the rear surface of

the earlobe 12.

The ear wire 28 of the pierced earring

30 can now be placed through the
second sleeve 22 and be suspended

therefrom.

If a person wants to remove the
earring insert 10, the second sleeve
22 can be disengaged from the first
sleeve 16 by pulling the V-shaped

annular ring 38 out of the V-shaped

annular groove 36.

The second sleeve 22 can how be

separated from the first sleeve 16.

-12-
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It will be understood that each of the

elements described above, or two or more together may
also find a useful application in other types of

methods differing from the type described above.

While certain novel features of this
invention have been shown and described and are
pointed out in the annexed claims, it is not intended
to be limited to the details above, since it will be
understood that various omissions, modifications,
substitutions and changes in the forms and details of
the device illustrated and in its operation can be
made by those skilled in the art without departing in

any way from the spirit of the present inventicn.

Without further analysis, the foregoing
will so fully reveal the gist of the present
invention that others can, by applying current
knowledge, readily adapt it for various applications
without omitting features that, from the standpoint
of prior art, fairly constitute essential
characteristics of the generic or specific aspects of

this invention.

- 13 -
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE
PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. An earring 1nsert for a pilerced earlobe and other
plerced parts of the anatomy having an orifice therethrough,
sald 1nsert comprising:

a) a first sleeve of flexible vented material that is
inserted 1nto the orifice of the plerced earlobe and other
plierced parts of the anatomy;

b) a first flange extending about an outer end of said
first sleeve;

—

c) a second sleeve of flexible vented material that is

inserted 1nto sald first sleeve;

d) a second flange extending about an outer end of said
second sleeve, so that a friction post and ear wire of a
plerced earring can extend through sailid second sleeve to
eliminate chaffing of the orifice, while at the same time
prevent the orifice from closing when the pierced earring 1s
removed for a long period of time; and

e) means for retalining salid second sleeve within said
first sleeve when assembled together within the orifice
comprising an internal V-shape groove formed 1n said first
sleeve adjacent 1ts outer end and an external V-shaped ring
formed on sald second sleeve adjacent 1ts 1nner end, so that

when said second sleeve 1is inserted into said first sleeve said

V-shaped ring will engage wlith said V-shaped groove, the

flexible and vented sleeves keeping the orifice dry and thereby

=

permitting said insert to be worn and malntalned 1in place for

preventing the orifice from closing.

2. An earring 1nsert as recited 1in claim 1, wherein said
first flange is integral with said first sleeve and said second
flange is integral with said second sleeve, so that when said
second sleeve is 1inserted into sald first sleeve, sald first

flange and salid second flange will help maintailin said first
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sleeve and saild second sleeve 1in place within the orifice,

while sald flexible vented material will allow the orifice to

recelve alr to keep sald orifice dry.

3. An earring insert as recited in claim 1 or 2,

whereiln

sald first flange and said second flange are each made in a

specific geometric

4. An earring

geometrilic shape 18

5. An earrilng

geometrlic shape 1S

6. An earring

geometric shape 1s

7. An earring

geometrlc shape 1S

shape for ornamentation.

insert as recited 1in

a clrcle.

insert as recited 1in

a triangle.

1nsert as recilted in

a square.

insert as recited in

a hexagon.

claim 3,

claim 3,

claim 3,

claim 3,
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whereln

whereiln

whereiln

whereiln
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sald

sald

sald

sald



-

McFadden, Fincham






	Page 1 - abstract
	Page 2 - abstract
	Page 3 - description
	Page 4 - description
	Page 5 - description
	Page 6 - description
	Page 7 - description
	Page 8 - description
	Page 9 - description
	Page 10 - description
	Page 11 - description
	Page 12 - description
	Page 13 - description
	Page 14 - description
	Page 15 - description
	Page 16 - claims
	Page 17 - claims
	Page 18 - drawings
	Page 19 - abstract drawing

