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4 Claims.

This invention relates to shipping and display
containers and particularly to wirebound ship-
ping and display containers.

It is an object of the invention to provide a

5 combination shipping and display container for

fruits, vegetables and other merchandise sus-

ceptible of display in stores.

It is a further object to provide a container of
the type referred to which is of light weight and

10 at the same time strong and durable in its con-
struction.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a container of the type referred to which
may be readily assembled from knocked-down
condition into container form without the use
of nails, staples or other similar fastening means.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a container of the type referred to which
Iay be partially disassembled to display the con-
20 tents without injuring or breaking any of the
parts.

One illustrative embodiment of the invention
is disclosed in the accompanying drawings, in
which:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of g berry crate
or container embodying the invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the same con-
tainer with its lid raised and front side lowered
to display the contents of the container.

Fig. 3 is a similar view with the center horizon-
tal partition removed.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one form of
center horizontal partition.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the container
blank which when folded constitutes the top, rear,
bottom and front sides of the container shown
in Fig. 1.

Figs. 6 and 7 are perspective views of the two
end sections of the container shown in Fig. 1.

- Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a three-layer
container with lid raised and front side lowered,
and showing a medified end construction and a
modified form of horizontal partition.

Fig. 9 is similar to Fig. 8 with the horizontal
partitions removed. .

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of another modi-
fied form of end section which may be employed.

Pig. 11 is a perspective view showing the man-
ner in which the two-layer container of Fig, 2
may be used for display purposes.

Fig. 12 is a perspective view showing the man-
ner in which the three-layer container of Fig. 8
may be used for display purposes.

The illustrative container is designed particu-
larly for the shipment of berries in small open-
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top baskets or cartons usually of pint or quart
sized capacity. In the shipment of berries in
these small baskets or cartons, two or more lay-
ers of such baskets or cartons are usually placed
in a shipping container between horizontal par-
titions which separate the layers of baskets or
cartons and protect the berries in one layer from
being crushed by the baskets or cartons in the
layer above.

- Heretofore when a container containing two
or more layers of small baskets or cartons of
fruit arrived at the retail store for display and
sale the container was opened by removing the
lid. Such removal of the lid would leave exposed
the top layer of baskets or cartons, and to that
extent prior containers could be used as display
containers. However, when 'so used the lower
layers of baskets or cartons would be concealed
by the sides of the container. If the storekeeper
desired to display all of the baskets or cartons
in the container he would have to remove all
of the baskets and cartons and display them on
some shelf, table or other support provided in his
store.

The present invention is intended to provide. a
shipping container which may also be used to
display more than one layer of baskets or car-
tons.

Referring to Fig. 1, the container comprises a
top section 1, a rear section 2, a bottom section
3, a front section 4, and end sections 5. The top,
rear, bottom and front sections each consist of
a sheet or sheets of side material 6 (preferably
of thin rotary cut veneer or resawed lumber) and
end cleats 1. The several sections are connected
together by flexible binders (preferably wires)
8 which are stapled to the sections by staples 9.
The staples 9 which are driven over the binders
at each end of the container pass through the
side material 6 and into or through the cleats 1,
and thus secure the side material 6 and the cleats
T together. The staples 9 which are driven over
the intermediate binders pass through the side
material 6 and are clinched on the under side of
the side maiterial.

The ends of the binders which extend respec-
tively beyond the edges of the top and front sec-
tions are provided with loops or bights 10 which
may be readily passed one through the other and
hooked to close the container, as shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to Fig. 3, end sections 5 (also pref-
erably of rotary cut veneer or resawed lumber)
are located inside of the cleats T and are stapled
to the cleats T of the rear and bottom sections
2 and 3 by staples {1 which are driven through

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

65




10

15

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

75

2

the end section 5§ and into the cleats T of said
rear and bottom sections 2 and 3. It will be
noted that the end sections 5 are not stapled to
or in any way connected with the top section 1
or the front section 4, thus leaving the top sec-
tion 1 free to be raised to the position shown in
Fig. 3, and leaving the front section 4 free to be
lowered into the position shown in Fig. 3.

End/ sections 5 may be provided with an in-
terior batten or cleat 12 to support a horizontal
partition indicated generally by the numeral (3
in Fig.4. Asshown in Fig. 2, the horizontal par-
tition rests upon the cleats 12 of the end sec-
tions 5.

In the illustrative container shown in Fig. 2,
only one horizontal partition 13 is shown, so that
the illustrative container will carry only two
layers of small baskets or cartons, one layer
resting upon the bottom section 3, and the other
1ayer resting upon the horizontal partition 8. It
will be understood, however, that additional hori-
zontal partitions 13 may be provided as shown
in Fig. 8 to carry additional layers of baskets or
cartons.

The horizontal partitions I3 may consist of
one or more sheets of material 14, preferably of
rotary cut veneer or resawed lumber. If more
than one sheet {4 is employed and a unitary.par-
tition is desired, end strips 15 may be stapled or
otherwise secured to the sheets {4, as shown in
Pig. 2. For certain purposes two separate sheets
{4 are employed for a horizontal partition, as
shown in Fig. 8.

Referring to Figs. 8 and 9, a modified end sec-
tion § is shown, the modification consisting of
providing a groove (6 to receive and support
the horizontal partition 13.

-Another form of end section is shown in Fig. 10,
consisting of spaced horizontal slats 5a¢ and ver-
tical battens 5b secured to the slats to maintain
their spaced relationship. The spaces between
slats receive the ends of the horizontal partitions
which then rest upon the slat beneath the parti-
tion.

Referring to Figs. 5, 6 and 7, the container
reaches the user in knocked-down condition, i. e.,
in the form of a flat blank, as shown in Fig. 5,
and separate end pieces, as shown in Figs. 6
and 7. Upon receipt of these three pieces the
user bends the rear and bottom sections at right
angles to each other into the position shown in
Fig. 3. He then staples the end sections § to the
cleats 7 of the rear and bottom sections, as shown
in Fig. 3. He then places his lower layer of
baskets or cartons filled with berries on the bot-
tom section 3. He then places a horizontal par-
tition 13 on the cleats 12 (or in the grooves (6
or on the slats 5a as the case may be) of the end
sections §, and then places a second layer of
baskets or cartons of berries on the horizontal
partition 3. The front section 4 is then raised
to close the front of the box, the top section 1 is
lowered to close the top of the container, and the
bights 10 on the ends of the binders are hooked
together to close the container, as shown in Fig. 1.

When the container arives at the retail store
where the berries are to be displayed and sold,
the bights 10 are disengaged, the top section |
is raised to the position shown in Fig. 2, the front
gsection 4 is lowered to the position shown in
Pig. 2, and the lower layer of baskets or cartons
is moved out from beneath the horizontal par-
tition 13 and placed upon the inner surface (then
the upper surface) of the front section 4, thus
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exposing for display both layers of baskets or car-
tons, as shown in Fig. 11,
Referring to Fig, 12, if a three-layer contamer

with two section horlzontal partitions is used, the -

contents may be exposed for display in four
stepped tiers, the two section horizontal partitions
Qermitting half a layer of cartons to be posi-
tioned on top of the end sections, as shown.

In addition to its display advantages, the con-
struction facilitates the loading and unloading of
the container and the insertion of the horizontal
partitions and permits the use of full sized hori-
zontal partitions, i. e., partitions wide enough to
contact with the inner sides of the front and
rear sections and long enough to contact with
the end sections, and thus prevent substantial
shifting. With the top section raised and the
front section lowered, the packer has ready ac-
cess to the container through the top and front
side, and full sized horizontal partitions may be
slid into position from the front of the container.
In prior constructions horizontal partitions have
been inserted through the top of the container or
through openings provided in the ends of the
container, and in either practice great difficulty
has been encountered in inserting full sized par-
titions.

The use of full sized partitions (wh1ch pre-
vents substantial shifting) increases the protec-
tion of the contents of the container by reducing
chafing which ordinarily results from a shifting
of the contents of the container.

The use of full sized partitions also adds sup- -
port to the box as a whole and permits the use of

thinner material in the sides and ends.

It will be understood that the invention is not
to be limited to the specific embodiment shown
for purposes of illustration, as the inventive fea-~
tures may be variously embodied.

It will also be understood that all of the fea-
tures of the invention need not be used conjointly
as they may be used to advantage in various
combinations as defined in the sub-joined claims.

I claim:

1. A combination shipping and display con-
tainer comprising, in combination, front, top,
rear and bottom sections, each consisting of side
material and end cleats, flexible binders encir-
cling said sections and having a bight formed on
each of the ends of each binder so that the ends
of each binder may be releasably connected ad-
jacent a top corner edge of the container, end sec-
tions secured to cleats of the rear and bottom
sections and free of attachment to the top and
front sections, and a horizontal partition slidably
supported by battens secured to the end sections,
whereby when the binder ends are disconnected,
the top section may be raised and the front sec-
tion lowered, and a portion of the contents of the
container moved out onto the front section for
display.

9. A combination shipping and display con-
tainer comprising, in combination, front, top,
rear and bottom sections, each consisting of side
material and end cleats, flexible binders encir-
cling said sections and having a bight formed on
each of the ends of each binder so that the ends
of each binder may be releasably connected ad-
jacent a top corner edge of the container, end
sections secured to cleats of the rear and bottom
sections and free of attachment to the top and
front sections, and a horizontal partition slid-
ably supported in grooves formed in the end sec-
tions, whereby when the binder ends are discon-
nected, the top section may be raised and the
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front section lowered, and a portion of the con-
tents of the container moved out onto the front
section for display.

3. A combination shipping and display con-
tainer comprising, in combination, front, top, rear
and bottom sections, each consisting of side ma-
terial and end cleats, flexible binders encircling
said sections and having a bight formed on each
of the ends of each binder so that the ends of
each binder may be releasably connected adja-
cent & top corner edge of the container, end sec-
tions secured to cleats of the rear and bottom
sections and free of attachment to the top and
front sections, and a horizontal partition sup-
ported by the end sections, whereby when the
binder ends are disconnected, the top section may
be raised and the front section lowered, and a
portion of the contents of the container moved
out onto the front section for display.

3

4. A combination shipping and display con-
tainer comprising, in combination, front, top,
rear and bottom sections, each consisting of side
material and end cleats, flexible binders -encir-
cling said sections and having a bight formed on
each of the ends of each binder so that the ends
of each binder may be releasably connected ad-
Jacent a top corner edge of the container, end
sections secured to cleats of the rear and bottom
sections and free of attachment to the top and
front sections, and a plurality of horizontal sec-
tions supported by the end sections, whereby
when the binder ends are disconnected, the top
section may be raised and the front section low-
ered, and a portion of the contents of the con-
tainer moved out onto the front section for dis-
play.
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