wo 2016/030520 A1 I 0N OO 0 A0 A

(43) International Publication Date

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Ny
Organization é
International Bureau -,

=

\

3 March 2016 (03.03.2016)

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2016/030520 A1

WIPOIPCT

(51

eay)

(22)

(25)
(26)
(30)

1

(72

74

International Patent Classification:
B65D 85/10 (2006.01)

International Application Number:
PCT/EP2015/069778

International Filing Date:
28 August 2015 (28.08.2015)

Filing Language: English
Publication Language: English
Priority Data:

14182951.5 29 August 2014 (29.08.2014) EP
Applicant: PHILIP MORRIS PRODUCTS S.A.

[CH/CH]; Quai Jeanrenaud 3, CH-2000 Neuchéatel (CH).

Inventor: SLOOFF, Arjen Hamilcar; Chemin des Sauges
28A, CH-1018 Lausanne (CH).

Agent: NEVETT, Duncan; Reddie & Grose LLP, 16
Theobalds Road, London, Greater London WC1X 8PL
(GB).

(81) Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY,
BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM,
DO, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR,
KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG,
MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM,
PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC,
SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(84) Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ,
TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU,
TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE,
DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK,
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
GW, KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: CONTAINER WITH WRAPPER WITH REMOVABLE PORTION

28
! 10
FIG. 1b ii\\j

(57) Abstract: A container of consumer goods (18) comprises a
housing (10) comprising a box (12) and a lid (14) closing the
box. The consumer goods are wrapped in a wrapper (20) and
contained within the housing (10), the wrapper (20) being par-
tially exposed when the lid (14) is open and having a removable
portion (22) that can be removed when the lid (14) is open to
expose the consumer goods (18). The removable portion (22) of
the wrapper (20) has a first part that is visible when the lid (14)
is open and a second part that underlies one or more walls of
the box (12) and is not visible when the lid (14) is open and the
second part of the removable portion (22) of the wrapper (20)
carries one or more indicia that are visually distinct from the
part of the wrapper (20) that is exposed when the lid (14) is
open.
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CONTAINER WITH WRAPPER WITH REMOVABLE PORTION

The present invention relates to a container of consumer goods containing one or more
consumer goods wrapped in a wrapper. The invention finds particular application as a pack
smoking articles such as cigarettes.

Smoking articles such as cigarettes and cigars are commonly packaged in rigid hinge-lid
containers having a box and a lid connected to the box about a hinge line extending across the
back wall of the container. Such hinge-lid containers are typically constructed from one-piece
laminar cardboard blanks. In use, the lid is pivoted about the hinge line to open the container and
$0 gain access to a bundle of smoking articles housed in the box.

The bundle of smoking articles housed in the box is typically wrapped in an inner liner of
metallised paper, metal foil or other flexible sheet material. The inner liner is typically a
rectangular sheet of material folded around the bundle of smoking articles and then folded closed
at the top and bottom ends, for example, using an envelope fold. The inner liner of some known
containers of smoking articles and other consumer goods can be used to carry information to the
consumer. For example, it is known to emboss or print some inner liners with brand information.

To access the bundle of smoking articles within the inner liner, upon first opening the hinge-
lid container a consumer can unfold a top portion of the inner liner to expose the smoking articles.
Alternatively, some inner liners are provided with a detachable upper portion, which a consumer
can remove and discard to access the smoking articles. However, the detachable portion of such
inner liners is typically relatively small in size, with a relatively plain shape and appearance.
Consequently, these detachable tab portions currently have little utility beyond the function of
allowing a consumer access to the contents of the container.

It would be desirable to provide a novel wrapper arrangement for a wrapped bundle of
consumer goods such as smoking articles, wherein the wrapper is adapted to provide improved
means for communicating with the consumer.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a container of consumer
goods comprising a housing comprising a box and a lid closing the box and one or more consumer
goods wrapped in a wrapper and contained within the housing, the wrapper being partially
exposed when the lid is open and having a removable portion that can be removed when the lid
is open to expose the consumer goods, the removable portion of the wrapper having a first part
that is visible when the lid is open and a second part that underlies one or more walls of the box
and is not visible when the lid is open, wherein the second part of the removable portion of the
wrapper carries one or more indicia that are visually distinct from the part of the wrapper that is

exposed when the lid is open.
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The one or more indicia on the second part of the wrapper may be one or more abstract or

figurative pictures, coloured patterns, type font, text, logos, combinations of these or any other
indicia.

The one or more indicia on the second part of the wrapper are visually distinct from the part
of the wrapper that is exposed when the lid is open. That is, if the first part of the wrapper carries
one or more indicia, then the one or more indicia on the second part of the wrapper are visually
distinct, that is, different from these. Alternatively, the first part of the wrapper may carry no
indicia, in which case the one or more indicia on the second part of the wrapper will be visually
distinct from the part of the wrapper that is exposed when the lid is open. In this way, the one or
more indicia that are carried by the second part of the wrapper are only first revealed and visible
to the consumer when the consumer initially removes the removable portion of the wrapper.

Some or all of the first part of the removable portion of the wrapper (the part that is visible
on first opening the housing lid) or some or all of the other parts of the wrapper that are visible on
opening the housing lid, may or may not carry indicia; if they do, those indicia are visually distinct
from the one or more indicia on the second part of the removable portion of the wrapper. For
example, the parts of the wrapper that are visible upon opening the container may carry a
repeating pattern of brand information, such as a repeating logo, while the second part of the
removable portion of the wrapper carries a picture of, for example, a landscape or an animal or
the first part may carry a picture and the second part may carry trade mark material or a different
picture, and so on. Until the removable portion of the wrapper is removed from the housing, the
picture will not be visible. As another example, one or more parts of the wrapper that are visible
upon opening the housing lid may carry a portion of an overall indicia, with another portion of the
overall indicia being carried by the second part of the removable portion of the wrapper. This
means that when the removable portion of the wrapper is removed from the housing the overall
indicia can be revealed to a consumer.

In some embodiments of the invention the lid extends from the box along a hinge line across
a back wall of the housing, wherein the lid is moveable between an open position and a closed
position in which a front wall of the lid and a front wall of the box together define a front wall of the
housing opposite the back wall of the housing.

In some embodiments the area of the second part of the removable portion of the wrapper
is preferably at least 10 percent of the area of the removable portion of the wrapper, more
preferably at least 20 percent of the area of the removable portion of the wrapper, and even more
preferably at least 30 percent of the area of the removable portion of the wrapper. In this way,
the second portion of the wrapper can be reliably located in a non-visible portion of the container
when the lid is in an open position, within the tolerance levels expected of standard manufacturing

machinery.
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In some embodiments the removable portion of the wrapper is integral with the rest of the

wrapper and is detached threrefrom for removal. For example, the removable portion of the
wrapper may be defined by a line of weakness such as a line of perforations in the wrapper. In
other embodiments, the removable portion of the wrapper is a separate sheet from the rest of the
wrapper.

In some embodiments the removable portion of the wrapper preferably comprises a front
panel and at least 20 percent of the area of the front panel of the removable portion of the wrapper
underlies a front wall of the box, more preferably at least at least 40 percent of the area of the
front panel of the removable portion of the wrapper underlies a front wall of the box, and even
more preferably at least 60 percent of the area of the front panel of the removable portion of the
wrapper underlies a front wall of the box.

In some embodiments the removable portion of the wrapper preferably comprises a front
panel and the height of the front panel of the removable portion corresponds to at least 30 percent
of the height of the housing, more preferably to at least 40 percent of the height of the housing,
and even more preferably to at least 50 percent of the height of the housing.

In some embodiments the removable portion of the wrapper comprises at least one side
panel extending from a front panel, in which at least 50 percent of the or each side tab panel of
the removable portion underlies a respective side wall of the box portion to provide a part of the
first part of the removable portion of the wrapper. Alternatively or additionally, the removable
portion of the wrapper may include a top panel extending from the front panel.

In some embodiments the one or more consumer goods is a plurality of smoking articles.

In use, the user of the container opens the lid and removes the removable portion of the
wrapper to expose the consumer goods in the container. The one or more indicia on the second
part of the removable portion of the wrapper (the part that cannot be seen until the removable
portion is removed from the housing) are thereby exposed and are visible to the user for the first
time.

The wrapper may be of any suitable flexible laminar material including but not limited to
metal foil, a laminate of metal foil and paper, metallised paper, metallised polymer film, polymer
film and paper.

The indicia may be applied to the wrapper by printing, embossing, impression or otherwise
or by any combination thereor. However, preferably, the indicia are applied to the wrapper by
printing.

The container may be of any suitable material, including but not limited to card, cardboard,
paperboard, plastic, metal and combinations thereof.

The one or more consumer goods may be a plurality of cigarettes or other smoking articles.
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In the present specification, the terms ‘front, ‘rear’, ‘side’, ‘ top’, ‘bottom’, ‘upper’, ‘lower’,

‘above’ and ‘behind’ refer to a container in its conventional upright position; in the case of a pack
of cigarettes, the cigarettes in the pack are typically upright in this position.

The container may be a hinge lid pack for cigarettes or other smoking articles. Hinge lid
cigarette packs are well known. A hinge lid pack comprises a pack body having opposed front
and rear walls connected to each other by opposed side walls to form a pack of, typically,
rectangular or generally rectangular section. A lid, also having opposed front and rear walls
connected to each other by opposed side walls extends from and is hingedly connected to the
rear wall of the pack body, and an inner frame disposed inside the pack body. The inner frame
lies behind the front wall of the pack body and extends above the top edge of the front wall; the
lid closes onto the inner frame, the lower front edge of the lid meeting the upper front edge of the
pack body.

A hinge lid pack is typically formed from a card blank folded around a bundle of smoking
articles wrapped in a wrapper, or inner liner, of a laminar material such as metal foil or a laminate
of metal foil and paper. The wrapper is folded around the rear, bottom and front of a bundle of
smoking articles, around the sides of the bundle and is closed at the top of the bundle by an
envelope fold. The bundle of cigarettes or other smoking articles typically contains ten or twenty
smoking articles. The smoking articles may be arranged in different collations, depending on the
total number of smoking articles. For example, the smoking articles may be arranged in a single
row of five, six, seven, eight, nine or ten. Alternatively, the smoking articles may be arranged in
two or more rows. Smoking articles in one row may lie partially between smoking articles in an
adjacent row. The two or more rows may contain the same number of smoking articles. For
example, the smoking articles may be collated in: two rows of five, six, seven, eight, nine or ten;
three rows of five or seven; or four rows of four, five or six. Alternatively, the two or more rows
may include at least two rows containing different number of smoking articles to each other. For
example, the smoking articles may be arranged in a row of five and a row of six (5-6); a row of six
and a row of seven (6-7); a row of seven and a row of eight (7-8); a middle row of five and two
outer rows of six (6-5-6); a middle row of five and two outer rows of seven (7-5-7); a middle row
of six and two outer rows of five (5-6-5); a middle row of six and two outer rows of seven (7-6-7);
a middle row of seven and two outer rows of six (6-7-6); a middle row of nine and two outer rows
of eight (8-9-8); or a middle row of six with one outer row of five and one outer row of seven
(5-6-7). Typically, the outer rows of a bundle are adjacent the front and rear walls, respectively,
of the container.

Containers of smoking articles according to the present invention may hold smoking articles
of the same type or brand, or of different types or brands. The smoking articles in the container
may be filterless smoking articles or smoking articles with a filter tip or both. The smoking articles

may all be of the same different lengths (for example, between about 40 mm and about 180 mm)
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and of the same or different diameter (for example, between about 4 mm and about 9 mm). In

addition, the smoking articles may differ in strength of taste, resistance to draw and total
particulate matter delivery. Preferably, the dimensions of the wrapped bundles and the containers
are adapted to the length and diameter of the smoking articles, and the collation of the smoking
articles. Typically, the outer dimensions of the container are between about 0.5 mm to about
5 mm larger than the dimensions of the wrapped bundle or bundles of smoking articles housed
inside the container.

Preferably, containers according to the invention can have a height of between about
60 mm (millimetres) and about 150 mm, more preferably a height of between about 70 mm and
about 125 mm, the height being measured from the bottom wall to the top wall of the container.
In some embodiments, containers according to the invention have a width of between about
12 mm and about 150 mm, more preferably a width of between about 70 mm and about 125 mm,
wherein the width is measured from one side wall to the other side wall of the container.

Preferably, containers according to the invention have a depth of between about 6 mm
and about 150 mm, more preferably a depth of between about 12 mm and about 25 mm wherein
the depth is measured from the front wall to the back wall of the container (comprising the hinge
between box and lid).

Preferably, the ratio of the height of the container to the depth of the container is between
about 0.3:1 and about 10:1, more preferably between about 2:1 and about 8:1, most preferably
between about 3:1 and 5:1

Preferably, the ratio of the width of the container to the depth of the container is between
about 0.3:1 and about 10:1, more preferably between about 2:1 and about 8:1, most preferably
between about 2:1 and 3:1.

Preferably, the ratio of the height of the lid back wall to the height of the box back wall is
between about 0 (the lid is hinged at the top edge of the container) and about 1:1, more preferably,
between about 1:5 and about 1:10, most preferably, between about 1:6 to about 1:8.

Preferably, the ratio of the height of the lid front wall to the height of the box front wall is
between about 0 (the lid provides the entire front face of the container) to about 1:10, more
preferably, between about 1:1 and about 1:5, most preferably, between about 1:2 and about 1:3.

Where the wrapped bundle houses smoking articles, the container may further comprise
waste-compartments (for example for ash or butts) or other consumer goods, for example
matches, lighters, extinguishing means, breath-fresheners or electronics. The other consumer
goods may be attached to the outside of the container, contained within the container along with
the package of smoking articles, in a separate compartment of the container or combinations

thereof.
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The exterior surfaces of containers according to the invention may be printed, embossed,

impressed or otherwise embellished with manufacturer or brand logos, trade marks, slogans and
other consumer information and indicia.

Once filled, containers according to the invention may be shrink wrapped or otherwise
overwrapped with a transparent polymeric film of, for example, high or low density polyethylene,
polypropylene, oriented polypropylene, polyvinylidene chloride, cellulose film, or combinations
thereof in a conventional manner. Where containers according to the invention are overwrapped,
the overwrap may include one or more tear tapes. In addition, the overwrap may be printed with

images, consumer information or other data.

The invention will be further described by way of example with reference to the following
drawings, in which:
Figures 1a and 1b show a container according to a first embodiment of the first aspect of

the invention.

Figures 1a and 1b show an embodiment of the invention in the form of a hinge lid cigarette
pack 10 comprising a pack body 12 to which a lid 14 is hinged along the back wall and an inner
frame 16 disposed inside the pack body 12. A bundle of cigarettes 18 wrapped in an inner liner
or wrapper 20 is inside the pack. The inner liner is of a laminar material such as metal foil or a
laminate of metal foil and paper. The hinge lid pack 10 may be formed from a card blank. The
blank is folded around a bundle of cigarettes 18 wrapped in an inner liner 20. The inner liner is
folded around the bundle of cigarettes, typically ten or twenty in number, and closed at the top
(as viewed in the drawings) with an envelope fold. The inner liner 20 extends partly over the sides
of the bundle.

The inner liner 20 includes a removable portion 22 disposed at the front (as viewed in the
drawings) of the pack so that when the pack is open, the removable portion 20 of the inner liner
is visible, as shown in Figure 1a.

Figure 1a shows the pack 10 immediately after it has been first opened, after the outer
overwrap (not shown) has been removed. The entire inner liner 20 is in place in the pack. In the
embodiment shown in the figures, the part of the inner liner that is visible when the pack is first
opened does not carry any indicia. In other embodiments, this part of the inner liner can carry
indicia, such as trade mark material, including logos, or purely decorative material. The
removable portion 22 of the liner is defined from the rest of the inner liner 20 by a line of
perforations or other line of weakness (not shown). When the pack 10 is first opened, the free
top edge portion 24 of the removable portion 22 of the inner liner 20, at the top end of the bundle
of cigarettes, can be grasped and pulled and so detached from the rest of the inner liner and

removed from the pack.
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Figure 1b shows the pack 10 open with the removable portion 22 of the inner liner removed.

The part of the removable portion 22 that was not visible before removal carries indicia 26, in this
embodiment a picture; the indicia may be of any kind, such as trade mark material, a picture or
any other visual indicia, that are visually different from any indicia carried on the part of the inner
wrapper 20 that is visible when pack is first opened.

As can be seen in Figure 1b, in this embodiment about 50 percent of the removable portion
22 of the inner liner 20 underlies the inner frame 16 and the front wall 28 of the pack 10. This
allows the removable portion 22 of the inner liner 20 to carry more information or other indicia
than is the case for conventional containers. As is also seen in Figure 1b, the height of the front
panel of the removable portion (that is, the portion extending below the free top edge portion 24)

corresponds to about 50 percent of the height of the pack.
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CLAIMS
1. A container of consumer goods comprising:

a housing comprising a box and a lid closing the box; and

one or more consumer goods wrapped in a wrapper and contained within the housing, the
wrapper being partially exposed when the lid is open and having a removable portion that can be
removed when the lid is open to expose the consumer goods,

the removable portion of the wrapper having a first part that is visible when the lid is open
and a second part that underlies one or more walls of the box and is not visible when the lid is
open,

wherein the second part of the removable portion of the wrapper carries one or more indicia

that are visually distinct from the part of the wrapper that is exposed when the lid is open.

2. A container according to claim 1, wherein the first part of the wrapper carries one or more
indicia, and wherein the one or more indicia on the second part of the wrapper are visually distinct

from the one or more indicia on the first part of the wrapper.

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2, wherein one or more parts of the wrapper that are
visible upon opening the housing lid carry a portion of an overall indicia, and wherein another

portion of the overall indicia is carried by the second part of the removable portion of the wrapper.

4. A container according to any preceding claim in which the lid extends from the box along a
hinge line across a back wall of the housing, in which the lid is moveable between an open position
and a closed position in which a front wall of the lid and a front wall of the box together define a

front wall of the housing opposite the back wall of the housing.

5. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein the second part of the removable

portion of the wrapper underlies a front wall of the box.

6. A container according to any preceding claim in which the area of the second part of the
removable portion of the wrapper is at least 10 percent of the area of the removable portion of the

wrapper.

7. A container according to any preceding claim in which the removable portion of the wrapper
comprises a front panel and at least 20 percent of the area of the front panel of the removable

portion of the wrapper underlies a front wall of the box.

8. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the removable portion of the wrapper
comprises a front panel and the height of the front panel of the removable tab portion corresponds

to at least 30 percent of the height of the housing.
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9. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the one or more consumer goods is

a plurality of smoking articles.

10. A container according to any preceding claim in which the second part of the removable

portion of the wrapper has a surface area of at least 800 square millimetres.

11. A container according to any preceding claim in which the length of the second part of the

removable portion of the wrapper is at least 15 percent of the length of the housing.

12. A container according to any preceding claim in which the wrapper includes a line of
weakness along which the removable portion of the wrapper can be detached from the rest of the

wrapper.

13. A container according to any preceding claim in which the box portion comprises a box front
wall having a top edge that defines an edge of an opening through which consumer goods can
be removed from the container when the lid is in the open position, and wherein the distance
between the top edge of the box front wall and the line of weakness defining the removable portion

of the wrapper is at least 10 millimetres.

14. A container according to claim 12 or 13 in which the line of weakness comprises a line of

perforations.

15. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the one or more consumer goods is

a plurality of smoking articles.
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