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This invention relates to improvements: in a
holder and dispensing device for collapsible tubes
designed to contain basty materials such as den-
tal creams, soap or the like.

It'is one of the principal objects of the inven-
ton to provide a device of this c¢haracter which
18 especially desighed for use with a collapsible
-tube having eithér a neck portion or a ¢losure
cap made in accordance with my invention.

A further ‘object is the provision of a holder
adapted for attachment to a support in a depend-

sing or vertical position and one within which the

collapsible tube i securely held against displace-
ment with respeet to the holder while being eol-
lapsed by means of a winding key.

A still further object is to provide a holder
having a lid with means formed therein for coop-
erating with means formed in the holder for lock-
ing the tube therein, as aforesaid, and for lock-
ing the lid in a closed position, and at the same
time providing space around the closure cap of
the tube for access thereto.

These and other objects will appear as my
invention is more fully hereinafter deseribed in
the following specification, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing and finally pointed out in
the appended eclaim.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tube holder
and dispenser made in accordance with my in-
vention and shown in closed form.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the invention
shown in open form.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a closure cap
adapted for attachment to the form of tube
shown in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is g fragmentary sectional detail view
of a cover fastening means.

Pigure 5 is a fragmentary sectiona] detail plan
view of a modified form of the invention.

Figure 6 is a plan view of a modified form of
closure cap.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary sectional side eleva~
tion of a further modified form of invention.

Figure 8 is a front elevation of Figure 7.

The invention comprises a housing of box-like
formation generally indicated at {, and formed
with side walls 2 and 3, end walls 4 and § and a
back wall 6. Each side wall is cut away sub-
stantially throughout its length to form one side
of slots T through which a key 8 is rotatably
and movably mounted. One end of the housing
{ is provided with hinge pins 8 to which and
about which is hingedly attached a cover 10 by
means of projections I formed at one end there-
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of.. The opposite end wall (2 of the ld 10 is
slotted as shown and on each side of the slot on

_the inside of the wall is formed a transverse rib

I3 adapted for engagement beneath” a rib' {4
formed at the upper end of the end wall'5 and
with a groove 15 formed below said rib, for lock-
ing the cover in a closed position with respect to
the box. - v ‘

The end wall § of the box is formed with a
vertical slot 16 of sufficient width to embrace the
threaded neck 17 of & collapsible tube {8 dis-

' posed within ‘the box. Bothi sides of the threaded
neck -are fattened as at 19 for firm engagement

with the sides of the vertical slot 16 to prevent
rotation of the tube within the box. The cap
20 shown in Pigure 3 is advanced on the threads
of the neck 17 for permanent engagement there=
with and is formed with an elongated slot 21
which is preferably arranged at right angles-to
the bottom or back wall 6 of the housing { for
dispensing the contents of the tube.

The key 8 is formed with an elongated slot
22 for engagement with the conventional flat-
tened and reinforced end of the tube (8 so that
rotation of the key within the slots T will col-
lapse the tube by rolling it about the key against
the resistance of the threaded cap 20 which, as
aforesaid, is secured to the threaded neck of the
tube and bears against the end wall 5 of the
box.

In the modified form of the invention illus-
trated in Figure 5 the threaded neck of the tube
is of conventional cylindrical form but the cap
applied thereto is flattenied on opposite sides as
at 23 for engagement with the side walls of the
slot 16A in the end wall BA. Thus it will be
seen that only a tube provided with a flattened
threaded neck as shown in Figure 2 or with a
cap flattened on its sides is adaptable for use
with the invention.

With reference to the further modification
shown in Figures 7 and 8 the front wall 5B of the
housing is slotted as at 24 to receive the cylin-
drical portion 25 of a modified form of cap com-
prising two flanges 26 and 27 formed integral
with the cylindrical portion 25 and spaced apart
a sufficient distance to embrace the front wall
§B around the edges of the slot 24. The flange
portion 26 is internally threaded for engagement
with the externally threaded end of the tube (8A.
The outer face of the flange 27 is tapered as
shown and-its outermost end 28 may be slotted
as in the other form of the invention or formed
with a cylindrical opening 29.

‘The end wall 12A of the cover I0A is slotted
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as at 30 to form two downwardly extending
flanges 31 and 32 spaced apart sufficiently to pro-
vide space for manipulating the closure cap
shown in Figure T in applying it to or removing
it from the end of the tube. These flanges are
also provided with horizontal ribs for engage-
ment with horizontal ribs formed in the end wall
5B as illustrated in Figures 2 and 4 for maintain-
ing the lid in closed position.

While I have shown particular forms of em~
bodiment of my invention, I am aware that many
minor changes therein will readily suggest them-
selves to others skilled in the art without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

Having thus described my jinvention, what I

claim as new and desire to protect by Letters

Patent is: -
A device for holding collapsible tubes and dis-
pensing the contents thereof, comprising in com-

bination, an elongated box-like housing having -

bottom, side and end walls, a box-like cover hav-
ing bottom, side and end walls and hingedly at-
tached at one of its end walls to a corresponding
-end-wall of said housing, means formed inh the
.opposite end wall of said housing adapted for
_engagement with means formed in the opposite
end wall of said cover for normally maintaining
the cover in a closed position, aligned slots
formed in said corresponding opposite end -walls
of said housing and cover adapted to receive-the
threaded neck of a collapsible tube disposed with-
in the housing, said neck being flattened on two
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of its sides for engagement with one of said slots,
and a closure cap threadedly attached to said
neck and adapted to bear against the marginal
edges of said slot in said opposite end wall of the
cover for maintaining said means in the said op-
posite end wall of the cover in engagement with
said means in the opposite end wall of the hous~
ing and for securing said collapsible tube within

-the housing.
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