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To all twhom it incity concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT.J. KOCH, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, 
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, 

5 have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Game-Tables, (Case No. 1,) of 
which the following is a full, clear, concise, 
and exact description. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

Io game-tables, and has for its object the pro 
vision of means for playing an amusing, in 
teresting, and scientific game. 
More particularly my invention relates to 

a table or table attachment which admits of 
15 various games being played thereon, resem 

bling in certain features both the games of 
billiards and bowling and which require more 
or less of the skill and practice requisite in 
playing the latter games. 

I have termed the games Which may be 
played upon my improved table “billiard 
bowling.’ 
The table for playing my novel games may 

be briefly described as consisting of an up 
25 per table-top whereon the ball or balls are 

shot or impelled, preferably by a cue, in con 
nection with which is a lower alley or runway 
for the ball, upon which are disposed ten 
pins. In the embodiment of my invention 

3o herein shown the upper table closely resem 
bles a billiard-table, while an incline situated 
beneath the bed of the billiard-table is de 
signed to receive the tenpins. An interi 
orly-cushioned casing permits the passage of 

5 the ball from the table-level to the incline. 
As will be later described, the alley-Way or 
bowling attachment may be designed to be 
removably attached to an ordinary billiard 
table. 
The games played upon the table center 

about overturning the tenpins by various 
skilful shots of the ball or balls. 
My invention will be more readily under 

stood by reference to the accompanying dra W 
45 ings, forming a part of this specification, in 

connection with which drawings I will de 
scribe more in detail the games and game 
table of my invention, 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a game-table con 
5o structed in accordance with my invention, the 

bowling attachment being shown partly re 

moved therefrom. Fig. 2 is a vertical Sec 
tional view of the said table, and Figs. 3 and 
4 are detail views showing means for remov 
ably securing the alley-Way in position. 
The same letters of reference are used to 
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designate like parts in the several figures of 
the drawings. 
The table-top a is perfectly level and with 

out obstruction and is provided with cush 
ioned side and end rails bc, as is the Ordinary 
billiard-table. I have shown a billiard-table 
to which my attachment is designed to be se 
cured merely by removing one of the end 
rails. In its stead is secured by mortised 
corners and pins the sectional end rails did, 
secured to and integral with the interiorly 
cushioned casing e, centrally disposed at One 
end of the table when the said attachment is 
in position. The casing extends above the 
level of the table and its bottom is formed by 
the upper extremity of the incline or alley 
way formed in two separate sections ff. 
These sections are supported in position be 
neath the table-top by U-shaped rods or Sup 
ports carried by the table. Hinged hasps g 
are provided upon the alley-section f, which, 
in connection with the staples h, and pins i, 
serve to secure the two sections fif' firmly in 
position when the table is desired for bil 
liard-bowling. At other times an ordinary 
cushioned end rail c is used upon the table. 
Thus it will be seen that a table may readily 
and quickly be converted for playing either 
billiards or billiard - bowling. Obviously, 
however, the entire table may be built as an 
integral structure, either in smaller sizes for a 
children's game or of any desired dimension. 
Upon the lower extremity of the alley-sec 

tion f' are set the tenpins lic, and a basket lis 
also provided for the purpose of catching the 
pins and balls. Extending the length of a 
greater portion of the alley-Way or incline are 
grooves or runways f° below the level, upon 
which the pins are placed, said grooves being 
adapted to pass a badly-shot ball past the pins 
and into the basket. 
One or more ordinary billiard-balls, pref 

erably are employed in playing the game, 
the said balls being shot on the table a by 
means of a cue for the purpose of overturn 
ing the tenpinsk. This may be accomplished 
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in various ways. For example, the ball may 
be shot from the end of the table opposite the 
casing e, directly at the opening therein, 
whence it rebounds and, rolling along the al 
ley-way, knocks over the pins he should it be 
accurately shot. If the shot, on the other 
hand, be unskilful, the ball may rebound 
from the cushion d, or if it pass through the 
opening in the casing it will roll into one of 
the grooves or runways f* and thence into 
the basket without disturbing the pins. The 
score of the game may be kept as in bowling. 
Numerous modifications may be made in the 
described manner of playing billiard-bowl 
ing. For example, the ball may be shot 
against the cushions before it reaches the 
casing e, or it may be impelled to strike an 
other ball previous to entering the alley-way. 
Similarly the general arrangement of the 
table or the use or disposition of the balls and 
pins may be altered to suit the tastes of the 
players without departing from the spirit of 
my invention. 
Having now described a billiard-bowling 

table embodying my invention and specified 
the manner of playing the game, I claim as 
new, and desire to secure by these Letters Pat 
ent, the following: 

1. In a game-table, the combination with a 
table-top or bed whereon the balls are adapted 
to be shot, of a tenpin alley-way carried be 
neath the said table-top, said alley-way hav 
ing a central raised portion and side grooves 
or runways, a plurality of tenpins disposed 
upon the said central portion, and a cushioned 
casing associated with the table-top and alley 
Way, adapted to direct the balls shot upon the 
former into and along the latter, whereby the . 
tenpins are overturned by the skilfully-shot 
balls, substantially as described. 

2. The combination with a billiard-table, of 
a removable attachment consisting of a ten pin alley-way, and an interiorly-cushioned 
casing associated with said table and alley 
way and adapted to direct the balls shot upon 
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the table into the alley-way, substantially as 
described. 

3. The combination with a billiard-table, of 
a removable attachment consisting of rail 
sections, an alley-way or incline carried be 
neath the bed of the table and an interiorly 
cushioned casing associated with the table 
top and alley-way adapted to direct the balls 
shot upon the table into and along the alley 
way, substantially as described. 

4. In a game-table the combination with a 
table-top or bed, whereon balls are adapted 
to be shot, of side and end cushions provided 
about said table-top, a tenpin alley-way car 
ried beneath the said table-top, said alley 
way having a central raised portion and side 
grooves or runways, a plurality of tenpins 
disposed upon the said central portion and a 
cushioned casing associated with the table 
top and alley-way adapted to direct the balls 
shot upon the former into and along the lat 
ter, whereby the tenpins are overturned by 
the skilfully-shot balls, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

5. The combination with a billiard-table, of 
a removable billiard - bowling attachment 
comprising an interiorly-cushioned casing 
and rail-sections adapted to be substituted 
for one of the end rails of the billiard-table, 
a tenpin alley-way carried beneath the top or 
bed of the billiard-table, said alley-way hav 
ing a central raised portion and side grooves 
or runways, and a plurality of tenpins dis 
posed upon said central portion, along which 
portion the casing is adapted to direct the 
balls shot upon the billiard-table, whereby 
the tenpins may be overturned by the skil 
fully-shot balls, substantially as described. 

In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my 
name this 14th day of January, A. D. 1899. 

ROBERT J. KOCH. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAMAYLING, 
A. LYNN LAWRENCE. 

So 
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