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To all whom it may concern: I provide approximately spool-shaped detach 
Be it known that I, EDWARD B. FOOTE, Sr., able pieces, M, of hard rubber, wood, or other 

a citizen of the United States, residing in New suitable material, adapted to be held loosely 
York city, in the State of New York, have in- on the inner end of G, within the dilators D, and 
Vented certain new and useful Improvements to be thrust gently out into place by means of 
relating to Instruments for the Cure of Phimo- the rod G and its collar G'. 
sis; and I do hereby declare that the following In most cases of phimosis the contraction of 
is a full and exact description thereof, the skin is only for a very short distance; but 
The principle on which my instruments act I make the spool-shaped pieces M of sufficient 

is gentle and gradual dilatation. I provide for length to serve if the contraction extends a 
Continuing the gentle strain for many days, or little distance. 
Weeks, if necessary, until the foreskin shall, by To use the instrument the parts to be treated 
degrees, be enlarged, so as to allow the parts are profusely lubricated with an unctuous prep 
to serve in the ordinary natural manner, care aration for relaxing the tissues and preventing 
being taken to avoid proceeding too rapidly, inflammation. The dilators are contracted and 
and to aid the operation by the use of vaseline inserted, and the screw C turned to move the 
or analogous soothing and relaxing ointment. dilators apart. The smallest of the set of pieces 
The proceeding requires only the most ordi- M, having been previously set on the inner end 
nary medical skill. of G, is now moved into position by sliding the 
The following is a description of what Icon- rod G, and the screw C turned in the direction 

sider the best means of carrying out the dis- to allow the dilators to contract. They con 
covery. tract upon the piece M, but a little gentle mo 
The accompanying drawings form a part of tion allows them to slip off, leaving the piece 

this specification. Membraced by the skin, where it will remain, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device 

with the dilators closed. Fig. 2 is an elevation 
showing the dilators open partially and a but 
ton on the inside. Fig. 3 is an end view of the 
button. Fig. 4 is a section of Fig. 3 on line a 
a. Fig. 5 is a section of Fig. 3 on line y if, 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts in all the figures, 
A is a circular piece of metal, which I will 

designate as the body of the instrument. 
BB, &c., are screws tapped into A and 

loosely confining a series of dilators of taper 
ing form, extending parallel, or approximately 
parallel, to each other, as indicated. The outer 
surface of each dilator D is smoothly rounded, E and causing it to move outward into place 
and near the free end is bent outward, as in- by gravity after the skin was properly dilated. 
dicated at D'. For ordinary cases this simpler mode of oper 
C is a large screw tapped through the centeration may be relied on as sufficient, and for 

A and turned by a milled head, C. The other | Such the screw C may be made solid. 
end of C is received loosely in a movable disk, Modifications may be made in many of the 
E, and as the screw C is turned one way or details. The number of the dilators D may be 
the other it moves the disk E to or from the increased or diminished. I prefer four. The 
body A. Moving toward the body allows the outward bend, D', at the end of each is impor 
dilators D to contract. Moving from the body tant, as otherwise the instrument is liable to 
compels the dilators to open gradually. slip. 
The screw Cishollow. Through it extends a Afree use of vaseline or some other unctuous 

rod, G, having a collar, G', near its inner end. preparation is expedient to relax the tissues 

ate size till after a few days the operation is 
repeated, inserting this time the next larger 
piece M, and so on until the parts are fully di 
lated and the patient is permanently cured. 
The grooves in in the larger pieces Mallow 

the curved narrow ends of the dilators D to sink 
within the body of M when the dilators are in 
serted and withdrawn. These grooves may be 
important in the last portion of the treatment 
in obstinate cases; but I have not found them 
generally necessary. I have worked success 
fully without the bar G, simply introducing 
the proper piece M well back against the disk 

serving as a permanent dilatant of that moder 
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and prevent the membranes from becoming in- G, with its shoulder G', combined and arranged 
flamed. to serve relatively to each other and to the ex- 15 

I have proved by experiment that the pre- changeable pieces M, as and for the purposes 
puce or foreskin may, with suitable instru- herein set forth. 

5 ments, aided by unctious preparations, such In testimony whereof Ilhave hereunto set my 
as vaseline, be dilated so as to overcome phi- hand at New York city, in the State of New 
mosis; and as my invention for this purpose York, this 31st day of January, 1881, in the 20 

I claim- presence of two subscribing witnesses. 
1. The dilators D, operating means CE, and b - - Io exchangeable pieces M, combined and adapted EDWARD B. FOOTE, SEN 

for joint operation as lerein specified. Witnesses: 
2. The body A, loose screws or hinges B, op- - E. G. MUGRAVE, 

erating-screw C, dilators DD', diskE, and rod LOUIS COHEN. 


