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To all whom it may concern: P. 
Be it known that I, ALLANE, LARD, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Wash 
ington, in the District of Columbia have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Handles or Grip Surfaces, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention pertains to handles or grip. 

surfaces designed more particularly for use 
in connection with sporting goods such as 
golf clubs, tennis racquets, and the like, 
though the same is applicable for employ 
ment in conjunction with tool handles, steer 
ing wheels, and similar structures. 
The structure is designed more 

larly to produce the so-called “grip' for 
golf clubs, wherein weight and “feel” are 
vital factors, the former being of particular 
moment in that the grip producing mate 
rial or body must not exceed a given weight, 
or, in other words, must be within such lim 
its as not to throw the club out of balance. 
Leather in strip form, wound about the 
shaft, is most commonly employed but such 
Imaterial is open to several objections, among 
which may be mentioned relatively high 
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objections 

cost, “slicking,” by reason of use, and varia 
tion of “feel' due to several causes, the pri 
mary one of which is the weather. Rubber 
has also been employed as a grip surface 
(see Letters Patent No. 1,017,565, granted 
to me under date of February 3, 1912). The 
grip surface or wrapping as set forth in said 
patent was placed about the shaft under 
tension, a somewhat tedious and troublesome 
operation; furthermore, such tensioned rub 
ber would break, sometimes shortly after ap 
plication, unless the rubber employed was 
of high grade, and consequently was expen 
sive. Again, when kept down within weight 
limitations the grip would be of relatively 
short life inasmuch as the stock did not 
possess sufficient strength when under 
proper tensioning and would wear out un 
der strain while in use. 
The present structure obviates all these 

and while being 
cheaper than leather is as easy of applica 

50 
tion and as durable in use, presenting a 
grip, the surface of which remains the same 
as to “feel” and texture during its life. 
The structure is shown in the accompany. 

ing drawings, wherein 
fig. is a plan view of the preferred - 

grip shown in my patent above referred to, form of wrapping or grip element; 

particu 

strip. 

materially 

Figs, 2, 3 and 4, cross sections on the 
lines II-II, III-III and IW-IV, respec tively, of Fig. 1: . 

Fig. 5 a side view or edge elevation; 
Figs. 6 and 7 plan views showing the in 

vention as applied to narrower strips; 
Fig. 8 a perspective view of a still further 

modification; and - 
Fig. 9 a side elevation of a shaft or han 

dle having a grip element, as in Fig. 1, ap 
plied thereto. - - - 

The grip element, Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, 
and 9, may be said to comprise a thin tough 
fabric backing and an overlay of rubber 2. 
The fabric will be frictioned, as is well un 
derstood by those skilled in the rubber art, 
and the ribber body imposed thereon, the 
two elements being placed in suitable molds 
and subjected to vulcanization. 
The rubber body will preferably be pro 

vided with a series of longitudinally dis 
posed rounded ribs 3, the ribs being of ap 
proximately.the same height throughout the 
major R of the length of the grip 

djacent one end of the strip, say at 
a distance of approximately 3 inches from 
the end, the ribs taper down in height, as at 
4, and gradually merge into a relatively thin 
section 5. The cloth or fabric extends be 
yond the end of the thin section for a slight 
distance. In the broader aspect of the in 
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vention, however, the tapering of the ribs, 
the flat section and the fabric extension, are 
not essential. . . 
When a strip such as just outlined is 

wrapped about the shaft, designated by 6, 
or upon the listing or other suitable under 
lay 7, if the same be employed, it will be 
seen that the ribs and the grooves or depres 
sions formed between the adjacent ribs stand 
at a relatively sharp angle to the axis of the 
shaft. This is a point of manifest advan 
tage in the gripping of the club by the user. 
particularly with reference to that hand 
which is at the upper end of the club, the 
fingers crossing the ribs at substantially 
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right angles and ensuring a hold which 
would otherwise not inhere. 
In the application of the grip strip to the 

shaft or handle, it is not necessary that the 
same be placed under tension other than 
that sufficient to cause it to closely adhere 
and conform to the surface to which it is 
applied. In this it is different from the 
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2 
wherein the strip was placed under more or 
less tension and held under tension. With 
the present form, therefore, the life of the grip is materially lengthened and the body, 
may be lighter and conform to the require 
ments of weight necessarily employed in 
building up a golf club. The present con 
struction moreover, lends itself to a rapid 
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handle. 

handle. 

application of the grip strip to the club or 
former construction 1. Under the 

more or less difficulty was encountered in elongating the grip strip or element when 
wound about the shaft or the same was 

While I prefer to make the strip of a 
; width of approximately an inch and a quar 
ter, with three ribs thereon, this for the.. 
reason that it produces the angularity above 
referred to, and can be applied more rapidly, 
it is conceivable that the strip may beformed 
with only two ribs, or say seven-eighths 
of an inch wide, as shown in Fig. 6, or of a 
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single strip approximately seven-sixteenths 
of an inch in width, having a single rib 
thereon extending from edge to edge, as in 
Fig. 7. - - 

In Fig. 8 a still further modification of 
the invention is shown wherein a fabric 
backing, as 1, is employed in conjunction 
with an overlay of rubber, rounded or sub 
stantially round in cross section, the rubber 
strip preferably tapering toward the end as 
under the other constructions, and gradu 
ally merging into the fabric underlay. 
The securing of the grip surface may 

be done with or without cement in any ap 
proved manner, as by tacking the upper end 
at the beginning of the winding thereof, 
and likewise tacking the lower end, after 
which suitable windings, as 8 and 9, may be 
employed, as usual, 
calf grips or the like. 
The fact that the rubber is not placed 

under tension leaves the rubber more or 
less pliable, depending upon the nature of 
the rubber and the amount of cure to which it is subjected, thereby producing a grip 
surface which will conform and yield to the 
handslightly and ensures non-slippage of 
the club or other implement, to which it 
may be applied, when in use. 
While I have shown and described the 

grip strip as tapering in height toward one 
end, it is to be understood that such con 
struction is not essential and the strip or 
the ribs thereon may be of the same thick 
ness throughout. The tapering, however, 
tends to minimize the weight and to produce 
a finish at the lower end of the grip when 
applied to a golf club which merges into 
the body of the club. So, too, in the broader 
aspect of the invention the ribbed construc 
tion is not essential. - 
While the grip is primarily designed for 

outermost ribs being 

in the application of 
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use upon golf clubs, it is to be understood 
that the term "supporting member as em 
ployed in the claims, includes a golf shaft, 
tool handle, steering wheel, etc.; in fact any 
sent to which the grip would be applic 

300. . . . . 

What is claimed is 
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1. In combination with a golf shaft; a 
grip surface therefor wound spirally about 
the shaft, said surface being produced by a 
strip imposed thereon, said strip being 
formed of rubber vulcanized to a fabric un 
derlay, the exposed face of the rubber hav 
ing a plurality of ribs extending longitudi 
nally of the strip whereby when the strip is 
positioned they stand at a relatively sharp 
angle to the axis of the shaft. . . . . . 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a 
grip surface comprising a strip of fabric 
having a layer of rubber imposed and vul 
canized thereon, the exposed surface wherea 
of is ribbed, the outermost edges of the 

substantially coinci 
dent with the edges of the fabric strip. 

3. As a new article of manufacture a grip 
surface comprising a strip of fabric having 
a layer of rubber, vulcanized to one face 
thereof, the exposed face of the rubber hav 
ing at least one rib extending longitudinally 
of the strip, the rib decreasing in height to 
ward one end of the strip. - 

4. As a new article of manufacture a grip 
surface comprising a strip of fabric having 
a layer of rubber vulcanized to one face 
thereof, the exposed face of the rubber hav 
ing at least one rib extending longitudinally 
of the strip, the rib decreasing in height 
toward one end of the strip and merging 
into a flat relatively thin section. 

5. As a new article of manufacture, a grip 
strip adapted to be wound spirally about a 
handle or shaft, said strip having a longi 
tudinally ribbed surface, the ribs tapering 
in height toward one end of the strip. 

6. As a new article of manufacture, a grip 
strip having a plurality of rounded ribs ex 
tending longitudinally thereof, said ribs 
tapering in height toward one end of the 
strip and the outermost edges of the outer 
most ribs being 
with the edges of the strip. 

7. As a new article of manufacture, a grip 
surface comprising a strip of fabric having 

thereof, the exposed face of the rubber hav 
ing at least one rounded projection extend 
ing longitudinally of the strip, the projec 
tion decreasing in height toward one end 
of the strip and merging into a flat rela 
tively thin rubber section which terminates 
short of the end of the strip of fabric. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

ALLAN E. LARD. 
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a layer of rubber vulcanized to one face 
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