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(54) Title: MUCOADHESIVE ERODIBLE DRUG DELIVERY DEVICE FOR CONTROLLED ADMINISTRATION OF PHAR-

~~ (57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a layered pharmaceutical delivery device for the administration of pharmaceuticals
or other active compounds to mucosal surfaces. The device may also be used by itself without the incorporation of a therapeutic.
The device of the present invention consists of a water-soluble adhesive layer, a non-adhesive, bioerodible backing layer and one
or more pharmaceuticals if desired in either or both layers. Upon application, the device adheres to the mucosal surface, providing
protection to the treatment site and localized drug delivery. The "Residence Time", the length of time the device remains on the
mucosal surface before complete erosion, can be easily regulated by modifications of the backing layer.
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Claims Nos.: 1-56(part)

Present claims 1-56 relate to an extremely large number of possible
devices. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a
very small proportion of the devices claimed. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts
relating to devices as defined in claim 1, which comprise a water-soluble
adhesive layer as defined in claim 3 and a water-erodible non-adhesive
backing layer as defined in claim 4.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
js advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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