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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JACOB M. KAUFMAN AND FRANKA. WILSKE, OF CHAMPAIGN, ItLINOIS. 

DISPLAY APPARATUS. 

No. 928,980. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented July 27, 1909. 
Application filed May 10, 1909. Serial No. 495,169. 

To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that we, JACOB M. KAUFMAN 

and FRANK. A. WILSKE, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Champaign, in the county 
of Champaign and State of Illinois, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Display Apparatus, of which the 
following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in rotatable display ap 
paratus, and it has for its object the con 
struction of an apparatus of this character 
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A. 

by which merchandise may be exhibited in 
such a manner that each article of such mer 
chandise will be exposed to view and will 
be conveniently accessible. 
With these and other objects in view our 

invention consists in certain constructions, 
combinations and arrangements of parts the 
preferred form of which will be first de 
scribed in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings and then the invention par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
wherein the same reference numeral denotes 
the same part wherever it occurs, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of the preferred embodi 
ment of our invention; Fig. 2 is a plan view 
thereof; Fig. 3 is a section on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 2; Eg: 4 is a-section on line 4, 4 of 
Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the 
preferred form of hanger when the device 
is used in displaying coats. 

In the particular construction by which 
we have illustrated our invention 6, 6 desig 
nate a pair of upright pillars on which is 
mounted a longitudinal supporting bar 7 
and, as shown, this bar is provided adjacent 
each end with a longitudinal slot 8 in each 
of which is mounted a stud 9, the stud being. 
provided with a shoulder 10 and nut 11 
whereby the studs may be adjustably se 
cured in said slots. It is to be observed 
however that the particular form of such 
adjusting means is not material. 

12 are a pair of wheels one mounted on 
each of the studs 9, said wheels being pref 
erably provided with the projecting spurs 
13, adapted to enter openings 14 in an end 
less band 15 formed of steel or other desired 
material. This band in its lower edge is 
provided with means to which hooks or 
other suitable form of hangers 16 may be 
secured, said means being shown as open 
ings 17. In order to drive said band for 
the purpose of rotating the same and bring 

ing the articles supported-thereon around we 
provide a suitable driving mechanism which, 
in the form shown, is supported upon a 
cross-bar 18 extending transversely across 
the central portion of the bar 7. This bar 
is shown as secured in position by a post 19, 
and 20 is a bar supported on the upper por 
tion of the post 19 and extending parallel 
to the bar 18. 

Between the bars 18 and 20 are journaled 
the driving wheel 21 and the idler 22. Each 
of these wheels preferably, and as shown, is 
provided with spurs 23 adapted "to engage 
the openings 14 in the band 15. In order to 
hold the openings 14 in engagement with 
the spurs 23 I provide at each end of the 
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bar 20 cross arms 24 on which are rotatably 
mounted the idler rolls 25 which run in con 
tact with the outer face pf the band. In 
order to operate the driving wheel 21 we 
have shown a bevel gear 26 mounted upon 
the upper end of the shaft 27 of said wheel, 
said gear being engaged by the bevel gear 
28 mounted upon the drive shaft 29 rota 
tably journaled in a pair of brackets 30. 
The shaft 29 may be driven by any desired 
means or in any desired way, and for the 
sake of illustrating one driving means for 
said shaft we have shown the same as pro 
vided with an operating handle 31. 
In order to protect goods carried by our 

invention from dust we have shown the pil 
| lars 6,6, as mounted upon a base 32 sur 
rounded by a glass casing 33, the back of 
said casing being provided with a sliding 
door 34 to give access to the interior thereof. 

In Fig. 5 we have illustrated our pre 
ferred form of coat hanger 16 and, refer 
ring particularly to said figure, said hanger 
comprises a portion 35 upon which the 
shoulders of the coat rest with the upwardly projecting portion 36, said portion termi 
nating in a hook 37 extending at right an 
gles to the portion 36. 

38 is a spring secured to the side of the 
portion 36 and adapted to extend under the 
hook 37, so that said spring rests against 
the side of the band 15 when the hook is in 
serted through an opening 17. It will be 
understood however that other forms of 
coat supporting devices may be used, and 
where the apparatus is used to display other 
goods other suitable forms of supporting 
devices may be substituted for that illus 
trated. 

in the form of our invention shown we 
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have numbered each of the openings 17, and wheels with its lower edge below the lower 
the articles displayed are preferably pro 
vided with tags having corresponding num 
bers, such tags being shown at 40. Pref 
erably, and as shown, in addition to carry 
ing this number these tags are provided 
with letters to designate one of a series of 
cases in which the articles are stored, said 
tag as illustrated being the letter A. to 
designate that the articles should go in 
case A. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

connection with the drawings it is believed 
that the operation of our apparatus will be. 
apparent, and from which it will be seen 
that a large number of articles, such for in 
stance as suits may be stored in a compara 
tively small space without danger of their 
being mussed, and that any of the articles, 
such for instance as a suit, may be brought 
around for the purpose of displaying the 
saine to a customer, and that any of the 
articles may be readily removed when de 
sired. In addition, by continuously driving 
the endless Supporting carrier and placing 
the apparatus in a permanent position, such 
for instance as a show window, or the front 
of a store, a very attractive display for the 
purpose of calling attention to the goods may 
be made. 
We realize that considerable variation is 

possible in the details of construction and 
arrangement of parts without . departing 
from the spirit of our invention, and we 
therefore do not intend to limit ourselves to 
the specific form shown and described. 
Having thus described our invention what 

we claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is— 

1. In a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels supported in horizon 
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tal position in line with each other, a single 
endless band running around the wheels, co 
operating means on the band and wheels for 
retaining the band in pisition on the wheels, 
with its lower edge extending below the 
lower surface of the wheels. the portion of 
the band below the wheels being provided 
with means whereby articles may be sus 
pended therefron. 

2. In a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels supported in horizon 
tal position in line with each other, said 
wheels being provided on their periphery 
with spurs, a single endless band running 
around the wheels, said band being provided 
with openings adapted to be engaged by the 
spurs to support the band in position on the 

surface of the wheels, the portion of the band 
below the wheels being provided with means 
whereby articles may be suspended there 
from. 

3. In a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels supported in horizon 

ital position in line with each other, a single 
endless band running around the wheels, co 
operating means on the wheels and band 
whereby the band will be supported on the 
wheels with its lower edge below the lower 
surface of the wheels, the portion of the 
band below the wheels being provided with 
a series of openings in which article supports 
are adapted to be suspended. 

4. In a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels supported in horizon 
tal position in line with each other, an end 
less band running around said wheels, a sec 
(nd pair of wheels mounted internediate 
said first mentioned wheels, one of said last 
mentioned wheels engaging one run of said 
band and the other the other run thereof, 
and means for driving one of said last men 
tioned wheels. 

5. in a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels supported in horizon 
tal position in line with each other, an end 
less band running around said wheels, a sec 
Ond pair of wheels mounted intermediate 
said first mentioned wheels, one of said last 
iaientioned wheels engaging one run of said 
hand and the other the other run thereof, and 
in eans for driving one of said last mentioned 
wheels, spurs on the periphery of each of 
said wheels, said band being provided with 
openings with which said spurs engage. 

6. In a display apparatus the combination 
with a pair of wheels Supported in horizon 
tal position in line with each other, an end 
less band running around said wheels, a sec 
ond pair of wheels mounted intermediate 
said first mentioned wheels, one of said last 
nentioned wheels engaging one run of said 
band the other the other run thereoi, means 
for driving one of said last mentioned wheels, 
and idler rolls adapted to engage the band on 
the opposite sides of the band from that en 
gaged by the second mentioned pair of rolls. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in the presence of two witnesses. 

JACOB A. KAUFMAN. 
FRANK A. WiSKE. 

Witnesses: 
Moses S. SoNN EcoRNE, 
MoRTON. H. McCouN. 
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