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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, FREDERICK W. BECKER,
acitizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented new and useful Im-
provementsin Key-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates more particularly to
key-holderscommonly known as “split rings,”
but is also applicable to other forms of key-
holders composed of a single piece of wire or
strip of metal in which a separation of over-
lapping portions of the wire or metal is req-

Split rings as commonly constructed have
their free ends flush with the body of the ring,
and when composed of specially stiff or heavy
metal it is extremely difficult to expand them
sufficiently for the insertion or removal of a
key without other aid than the fingers, and-
the use of a knife-blade or other suitable ar-’
ticle for this purpose (which is not always at
hand) is liable to expand the ring to a greater
extent than is requisite, thus subjecting it to
unnecessary strain, which often renders it un-
able to resume its original or closed condi-
tion. This objectionable feature applies to
any form of key-holder requiring a separation
of overlapping portionsforapplying or remov-
ing a key where the free ends of the wire lie

The object of my invention is to provide a
key-holder of the class referred to which will
admit of a ready separation of the parts with-
out other aid than the key itself when being
applied to the holder and which may be read-
ily separated by hand in removing a key there-
from; and my invention consists in so bend-

an aperture or separation between the over-
lapping portions thereof, into which a por-
tion of the ring of a key may be inserted and
wedged between the overlapping portionsand
slipped over the end of the holder in the usual
manner.

To more particularly describe my inven-
tion, I will refer to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— .

Figure 1is a perspective view of a split ring
embodying my invention. Fig. 2is a similar
view illustrating a split ring’ embodying my
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overlapping portions thereof. Tig. 3 illus-
trates the applieation of my invention to a,
split ring having three convolutions of wire. 55
Figs. 4 and 5 illustrate other forms of key-
holders embodying my invention.

The split ring A of Figs. 1 and 2 is composed
of a single piece of wire bent to form two con-
volutions, and as is usual with rings of this
class the free ends o and b are scarfed and lie
flush with the body of the ring; but instead
of the convolutions lying eclosely together
throughout their entire length the wire is
bent, as at ¢ ¢, to form an aperture or sepa-
ration d between the convolutions and at a
point away from the free ends of the ring.
This aperture d is of sufficient size to admit
of the partial insertion of the ring of a key
for expanding the parts, as clearly illustrated
in Fig. 2, the ring of the key being thenslipped
over the end g and carried between the con-
volutions to the end b in a manner well known.

It will be obvious that the aperture d may
be formed by bending the wire of one convo-
lution only and that a holder may be provided
with two apertures, one near each end of the
wire, sothat a key may be inserted or removed
from either end, as illustrated in Fig. 3. The
split ring here shown is composed of three
éonvolutions, the two outér convolutions be-
ing bent, as at ¢ ¢, for forming the apertures
d d, as clearly shown.

In Figs. 4and 5 L have illustrated my inven-
tion as applied to other forms of key-holders,
which are composed of asingle piece of wire,
the ends of which overlap and lieclose to ad-
jacent portions of the holder and having ap-
ertures d, formed by bends ¢ in the overlap-
ping portions, as in the holders before de-
seribed.

The application of my invention to key-
holders of the class described not only serves
to facilitate the application of keys to the
holders, but also serves as the means for read-
ily expanding the parts by hand for the re-
moval of keys therefrom, this being readily
accomplished by inserting the tip of the fin-
ger into the aperture d, or the parts may be
separated by means of the.bends ¢ ¢, which
afford a secure hold for the fingers.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. A split ring, the convolutions of which
lie closely together throughout the greater
portion of their length, but separated at one
or more points away from the free ends there-
of, substantially as shown and described.

2. A key-holder composed of a single picce
of wire the two ends of which overlap, the
overlapping portions lying closely together at
the tips or ends of the wire, but separated at
a point between said tips or ends, substan-
tially as and for the purposes deseribed.

3. A key-holder composed of a single piece
of wire bent to form two or more convolutions

which lie closely together throughout the
greater portion of their length, but separvated
at one or more points away from the free ends
of the wire, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described. .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

FREDERICK W. BECKER.

Witnesses:
WiLLiaya J. BAHRS,
JOHN PREISEL.
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