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(57) Abstract: A lever unit is provided with: a start lever (11)
provided rotatable relative to a stationary shaft (21); a ratchet
mechanism (80) for limiting the movement of the start lever
(11) to one direction; and a reset mechanism (90) for releas-
ing the limitation to the movement direction imposed by the
ratchet mechanism (80). The ratchet mechanism (80) is
provided with: a rotatable plate (81) rotating with the start
lever (11) and having a plurality of teeth (85) formed on the
outer edge thereof;, and a plurality of ratchet pieces (83, 84)
having engagement sections (83a, 84a) engaging with tooth
valleys (86) between the teeth (85) of the rotatable plate (81).
The ratchet pieces (83, 84) are arranged along the outer edge
of the rotatable plate (81) so that the engagement sections
(83a, 84a) of all the ratchet pieces (83, 84) selectively engage
with any one of the tooth valleys (86) each time the rotatable
plate (81) moves one pitch of the teeth (85).
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