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To all whom it may COC897, 
Beit known that I, HENRY C. RooME, of 

Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and 

d 

25 

35 

45 

SO 

State of New Jersey, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Electrical 
Protection for Buildings and other Structures, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to the electrical pro 

tection afforded to buildings and other struct 
ures by applying to the walls thereof a wire 
or other electric conductor in communication 
with an alarm or signal at a place distant 
from the building or structure where watch is 
kept. 
The accompanying drawing represents a 

section of wall protected according to my in 
vention. 
A represents a section of a wall. 
B B designate parallel, or approximately 

parallel, slats or furring-pieces fastened there 
to, independently of and unconnected with 
each other, by means of screws, nails, or oth 
erwise. 
D designates a wire or electrical conductor 

applied to and extending over the wall A in 
a ZigZag Course, parallel, or approximately par 
allel, portions thereof being fastened to the 
slats B by tacks, nails, staples, or other suit 
able means, and being thereby supported 
and retained in place. The portions of the 
wire or electric conductor which are between 
these referred-to parallel, or approximately 
parallel, portions are shown as secured simi. 
larly to slats C, shown as extending trans 
versely to, and as independent of and uncon 
nected to, the slats B. By supporting and 
retaining the wire or electric conductor to the 
wall by these slats B C, much expense is 
saved as compared with the cost of employ 
ing a continuous panel to subserve the same 
purpose; and, moreover, a great practical ad 
vantage and considerable additional safety 
is thereby afforded, for a continuous panel 
may, by prying away one part, be bodily re 
moved without severing the wire or electric 
conductor, whereas if one of the independ 
ent slats were pried away it would cause the 
severing of the Wire, or electric conductor. 
The slats C may be fastened to the Wall 

in the same way as the slats B. When there 
is a base-board at the bottom or beams at the 
top, the wire can be fastened directly to these 
and the slats can be dispensed with, the ob. 
ject being to have the slats B and the sup 

port for the wire, in crossing from one slat to 
the other, independent of each other, so that 
when one is forced off from the wall the other 
will hold firm and thus break the wire. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination, with a building, apart 

ment, or other structure to be protected, of 
a wire or electric conductor arranged to 
traverse the walls or other boundaries of the 
structure in a zigzag course, and a series of 
slats independent of the said structure, one 
for and serving to support and retain in place 
each of a number of parallel, or approxi 
mately parallel, portions of the wire or elec 
tric conductor independently of each other, 
and being themselves fastened to the bound 
aries of the structure independently of and 
unconnected with each other, substantially as 
and for the purpose specified. 

2. The combination, with a building, apart 
ment, or other structure to be protected, of 
a wire or electric conductor arranged to 
traverse the walls or other boundaries of the 
structure in a zigzag course, and a series of 
slats independent of the said structure, one for 
and serving to support athd retain in place 
each of a number of parallel, or approxi 
mately parallel, portions of the wire or elec 
tric conductor independently of the others, 
and being themselves fastened to the struct 
ure independently of and unconnected with 
each other, and a slat or slats for supporting 
and retaining in place those portions of the 
wire or electric conductor which intervene be 
tween the aforesaid parallel, or approximately 
parallel, portions, substantially as and for the 
purpose specified. 

3. The combination, with a building, apart 
ment, or other structure to be protected, of a 
wire or electric conductor arranged to trav 
erse the walls or other boundaries of the 
structure in a zigzag course, and means, inde 
pendent of the structure, whereby parallel, or 
approximately parallel, portions of the wire 
or electric conductor are supported and re 
tained in place independently of the interven 
ing portions thereof, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 

H. C. ROOME. 
Witnesses: 
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