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This invention relates to packages for SeWing 
materials, and more particularly to a combined 
package containing both a length of the material 
to be sewn and a sufficient quantity of the proper 
thread for performing the sewing operation. 

Since time immemorial sewing materials. Such 
as tape, braid, ribbon, lace and the like, and 
the thread. With which these materials are SeWr 
have been manufactured and Sold with their 
complementary functions in mind, and yet, aS 
far as applicant is aware, these two classes of 
goods have never been combined in a common 
package for display and sale purposes. It has 
formerly been the custom, when buying SeWing 
materials of this nature, for the purchaser to 
first select the tape or other material to be SeWn, 
and to then attempt to “match' it as to Color, 
quality, strength, and other characteristics, with 
a suitable thread. Very often this necessitated 
two independent transactions, either at two dif 
ferent places in the same store, or at two separate 
stores, and was universally a Source of annoy 
ance to both seller and purchaser due to the 
difficulty of matching these materials. Further 
more, the purchaser was usually forced to buy 
a spool of thread containing much more thread 
than was actually necessary to sew the specific 
length of material, an obviously uneconomical 
situation. It is therefore one of the objects of the present 
invention to provide a novel combined package 
for containing both a length of material to be 
sewn and the proper length of a Suitable thread 
for performing the Sewing Operation. 
Another object is to provide a novel board or 

card on which tape or other Similar SeWing na 
terial is wound which embodies means for main 
taining a Spool of thread in aSSembled relation 
therewith so that the two may be Wrapped in a 
unitary package. 
A further object is to provide a novel combined 

package containing both material to be sewn 
and the thread therefor which package displays 
the goods in an attractive manner and renders 
unnecessary the objectionable practice of 
“matching'. 

Still another object is to provide a novel pack 
age of the type described wherein the board or 
holder for the material to be sewn is provided 
With means for retaining the Spool of thread 
in a fixed position relative thereto and protects 
it against crushing and other damage incident to 
handling. 
These and other objects will appear more fully 

from a consideration of the detailed description 

material. 

(C. 206-47) 
of the invention which follows. Although three 
embodiments of the invention have been de 
Scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, it is to be expressly understood that this 
drawing is for the purpose of illustration only, 
and is not to be construed as a limitation of the 
SCOpe of the invention. Reference should be had 
for this latter purpose to the appended claims. 

in the drawing, wherein like reference chair 
acters indicate like parts throughout the several 
ViewS: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of another embodiment 
Showing a different form of Spool and means for 
retaining the same in assembly with the board 
Or card; and, 

Fig. 3 is a plan View of still another embodi 
ninent of the invention. 

In the form shown in Fig. 1, a length of the 
material to be sewn, indicated at 4, which may 
be tape, braid, ribbon, lace, or other similar ma 
terial, is Wound in the usual manner upon a 
board or card 5 substantially rectangular in 
Shape. As shown, material 4 is Wound length 
Wise of the board 5. At one end of board 5, and 
projecting in longitudinal extension of the edges 
thereof, is a pair of relatively narrow arms 6 
Which may be made integral With board 5 or 
Suitably Secured thereto in any desired manner. 

For any given material At there is always a 
Certain thread the color, strength and quality of 
which best fits it for use with that particular 

Accordingly, a length of thread of 
the proper characteristics and in a quantity suffi 
cient, but not excessively over-sufficient, to sew 
the material 4, is wound upon a spool 8 of any 
desired material and form, the length of which 
is equal to, or preferably very slightly greater than, 
the distance between arms 6 of board 5. It Will 
be noted that the spool of thread thus formed is 
not necessarily cylindrical in shape but is so 
shaped that its thickness does not materially ex 
ceed that of board 5 together with material 4 
Wound thereon. 
The spool of thread is maintained in the recess 

9 formed between arms 6 and board 5 by reason 
of the frictional engagement of the ends of spool 
8 with the inside surfaces of arms 6, the latter 
being slightly resilient due to their slender con 
struction. 
The assembly of board 5 with the material 4 

Wound thereon and its associated spool of thread 
is then enclosed in a suitable wrapper O to form 
a compact, unitary package. Wrapper ?o is pref 
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2 
erably of some transparent material, Such as 
cellophane, in order that the goods within may 
be Well displayed to the eye of the prospective 
purchaser. If desired, a label may be included 
in the package carrying the usual identifying 
mark of the manufacturer, or manufacturers if 
the material 4 and thread are manufactured 
separately, and other usual printed matter de 
Scriptive of the material enclosed. 

In the embodiment shown in Fig. 2, material 
& is wound transversely of board 5, and the latter 
is provided at one end with a rounded end portion 
52 in the cerater of which is formed a circular re 
cess 3 adapted to receive and house the Spool of 
thread. As shown, the thread T is Wound. On a 
Small cylindrical spool 4 which is comparatively 
riuch shorter than Spool 8 of Fig. 1. It Will be 
understood that the Spool of thread thus formed 
is Substantially disk-shaped. With a thickneSS not 
materially exceeding that of card 5 plus material 
l, and an outer diameter Substantially equal to 
that of recess 3 so that the frictional engage 
inent of thread and the inside Surface of Said 
recess is sufficient to maintain the spool of thread 
in the position shown. 
In Fig. 3, board 5, upon which material 4 is 

transversely wound as in Fig. 2, is provided with 
arms 6 similar to those shown in Fig. 1, but in 
addition is provided with a cross piece 5 con 
necting the outer ends of arms 6 So as to form a 
totally enclosed, rectangular recess 6 within 
which may be housed a plurality of spools of 
thread the Spools of which have a frictional fit 
between arms 6. This form of package is es 
pecially desirable should two different kinds of 
thread be required for sewing material 4. 

It Will thus be Seen that by the present inven 
tion there has been provided a novel form of 
package for Sewing in atterials which will greatly 
Simplify the merchandising and sale thereof, and 
eliminate the dificulty of and annoyance inci 
dent to “matching’ the material to be sewn with 
a Suitable thread. Not only is the combined 
package herein provided a welcome innovation to 
the purchaser, but, by its unitary construction in 
a transparent Wrapper, injury to the goods by 
handling and soiling is avoided thereby resulting 
in 2, Saving to the Seller. The goods are attrac 
tively displayed, and the package is so compact 
that a Saving in display and storage space is ob 
Viously effected over the present situation where 
the material and the thread are sold separately. 
Since the novel form of package protects the spool 
of thread, an additional saving imay be effected in 
th&t the Spool upon which the thread is wound 
need not be made of wood or other substantial 
inlaterial aS is now the practice, but may be of a 
comparatively weak material such as paper or 
cardboard. 

it, Will be obvious that the invention is not lim 
ited to the forms shown in the drawing, but is 
capable of a variety of mechanical embodiments. 
For example, the board upon which the material 
is Wound may be of any desired shape other than 
the rectangular form shown, and other forms of 
Spools may obviously be substituted for those 
illustrated and described. It will also be under 
Stood that the board and spools may be made of 
any suitable material incluing wood, cardboard 
and metal. Warious other changes, which will 
now appear to those skilled in the art, may be 

2,081,876 
made in the form, details of construction and ar 
rangement of the parts without departing from 
the spirit of the invention, and reference is 
therefore to be had to the appended claims for a 
definition of the limits of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display and sales package for sewing ma 

terials comprising a substantially flat, thin board 
like member on which the material to be seWn is 
wound, a pair of arms projecting from one end of 
said member, and an independently formed Spool 
of thread held in a fixed position relative to said 
board-like member by frictional engagement be 
tween said arms, said spool lying Substantially 
in the same plane with the board-like member 
so as to provide a relatively thin package and SO 
arranged that the thread is visible When the 
package is displayed. 

2. A display and Sales package for Sewing ma 
terials comprising a substantially flat, thin 
board-like member on which the material to be 
SeWn is Wound, a pair of arms projecting from 
one end of said member, an independently 
formed spool of thread held by a forced fit be 
tween said arms with its axis perpendicular to 
said arms, the spool being of such a thickness as 
to provide a relatively thin package having sub 
stantially Snooth surfaces and so arranged that 
the thread is visible when the package is dis 
played, and a transparent Wrapper enclosing said 
negber aid Spool in a Unitary package. 

3. A display and Sales package for sewing ina 
terials conprising a Substantially flat, thin hold 
er on which a length of the material to be sewn 
is wound, a receSS formed in said holder, and an 
independently formed spool of thread housed in 
Said recess and maintained in a fixed position 
relative to said holder by frictional engagement 
between Said Spool and the Walls of said racess, 
Said Spool lying Substantially in the same plane 
with the holder so as to provide a relatively thin 
package and So arranged that the thread is vis 
ible when the package is displayed. 

4. A display and Sales package for sewing ma 
terials comprising a substantially flat, thin hold 
er on which a length of the material to be sewn 
is Wound, a receSS formed in Said holder, an in 
dependently formed Spool of thread housed with 
in Said recess and having a forced fit with the 
walls thereof, the spool being of Such a thickness 
as to provide a relatively thin package having 
substantially smooth surfaces and so arranged 
that the thread is visible when the package is dis 
played, and a transparent wrapper enclosing said 
holder and Spool in a unitary package. 

5. A package of narrow fabric comprising a 
card on Which said fabric is wound, and having a 
notch in one edge thereof, a spool of thread 
adapted to occupy the Space provided by said 
notch, and having a tubular core detachably con 
nected at its ends with the adjacent edges of the 
Card at the ends of the notch. 

6. A package of narrow fabric comprising a 
card On. Which Said fabric is wound, and having 
a notch in one edge thereof, a spool of thread 
adapted to occupy the Space provided by said 
notch, and having a core detachably engaged at 
its ends with the adjacent edges of the card at the 
ends of the notch. 

WILLIAM R. L. MCBEE. 
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