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This invention relates to domestic appliances and 
more particularly to a rotatable, canister-type vacuum 
cleaner equipped with a cord reel, and the principal ob 
ject of the invention is to provide an improved domestic 
appliance device of this character. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved domestic appliance in the form of a canister type 
vacuum cleaner in which an upper portion of the cleaner 
is rotatably mounted on a base portion. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved domestic appliance in the form of a canister type 
vacuum cleaner having a cord reel rotatably mounted in 
the base portion of the cleaner. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide an 

improved domestic appliance in the form of a canister 
type vacuum cleaner having both an upper portion and 
a cord reel rotatably mounted with respect to the base 
portion of the cleaner. 
With the above and other objects in view, as will here 

inafter appear, the invention comprises the devices, com 
binations, and arrangements of parts hereinafter set forth 
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings of a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, from which the 
several features of the invention and the advantages at 
tained thereby will be readily understood by those skilled 
in the art. 

In the accompanying drawing which forms a part of 
this specification: - 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a canister type vacuum 
cleaner embodying the present invention and, 

Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional view disclosing de 
tails of the lower portion of the vacuum cleaner shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Referring to the drawings, this invention is illustrated 
as embodied in a domestic appliance in the form of a 
canister type vacuum cleaner which has two Superimposed 
can-shaped members, the lower member 16 being up 
wardly open, and the upper member 17 being inverted to 
form a cover for the lower member 16. The two mem 
bers 16 and 17 are held together by a gasket 18 and a 
plurality of locking devices 19. The upper member 17 
houses a dust bag (not shown) and is provided with an 
integrally formed intake fitting 21. The intake fitting 21 
receives a hose 22 and supports a pick-up handle 23. 
The lower member 16 houses an electrically operated 
motor-fan unit 24, and supports an electric switch 26 and 
a normally closed blower connection 27. A lowermost 
portion 28 of the lower member 16 has a bottom wall 31 
and a cylindrical side wall 32, the latter being provided 
with a plurality of exhaust ports 33. The portion 28 of 
the member 16 is surrounded by a base member 34. The 
base 34, by means of a plurality of balls 35, rotatably 
supports the members 16 and 17 which of course function 
as a unit. Each of the balls 35 is received in opposed 
complemental cavities 36, one cavity being formed in the 
bottom wall 31 and the other cavity being formed in a 
shelf wall 37, which is part of the base member 34. 
The base member 34, in addition to the previously 
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mentioned shelf wall 37, has a bottom wall 38 which has 
a depending foot ring 39; a lower cylindrical side wall 
41, which connects the external perimeter of the bottom 
wall 38 with the internal perimeter of the shelf wall 37; 
an upper cylindrical side wall 42; and an inturned lip 43. 
The lip 43 is carried on the upper edge of the wall 42, 
whereas the lower edge of the wall 42 is joined to the 
outer perimeter of the shelf wall 37. The base member 
34 is rotatably held to the lower member 16 by a verti 
cally extending shouldered screw 44 which is surrounded 
by a fixed bushing 45. A shouldered portion 46 of the 
screw 44 is received by the internal hole of an externally 
threaded bushing 48, which at its lower end has a flange 
49. A nut 51, positioned above a washer 52, is threaded 
to the bushing 48 and thereby causes the flange 49 to se 
cure an insulated strip 53 to the bottom surface of the 
bottom wall 31. The lower end of the reduced neck por 
tion 54 of the screw 44 is threaded and, after passing 
through a hole in the bottom wall 38, receives a nut 58. 
The screw 44 and the nut 58 hold the lower member 16 
to the base member 34 in such a manner that the mem 
ber 16-17 can, as previously indicated, rotate as a unit 
with respect to the base member 34. 

In addition to the above, a cord reel 61 is rotatably 
mounted with respect to the base member 34. The cord 
reel 61 may be of any known construction and may, for 
example, be equivalent to the cord reel shown in U.S. 
Patent No. 2,639,456. Preferably the cord reel 61 will 
be rotatably mounted on the bushing 45 and will comprise 
a pair of flanges 63 and 64, a coiled spring 66, a pair 
of slip rings 67 and 68, the latter being engaged by a pair 
of flexible brushes 7 and 72 carried by the insulated 
strip 53. It will be understood that the various parts of 
the cord reel 61 will be fastened together and that one 
end of the spring 66 will be secured to the fixed bushing 45 
and that the other end of the spring 66 will be attached 
to the cord reel 61. Wound around the cord reel 61 
is an electric extension cord 73, the free end of which 
passes through a hole 74 formed in the wall 41. From 
the hole 41, the cord 73 passes through a chute 76 which 
is held to the base member 34 by rivets 77. A cord stop 
having arms 78 and 79 is pivotally mounted on the chute 
76, arm 78 being biased downwardly by a helical spring 
81. The arm 78 may also be moved upwardly against 
the spring 81 by one arm of a pivotally mounted foot 
pedal 82. The space between the walls 32 and 42 is 
filled with a porous sound deadening material 80 into 
which air from the ports 33 exhausts. 
The extension cord 73 has two conductors, one of which 

is connected to the slip ring 67 and the other of which 
is connected to the slip ring 68. The two brushes 71. 
and 72, which contact the slip rings 67 and 68 respectively, 
are individually connected to conductors 83 and 84, which 
by means of a third conductor 86 and the switch 26 
energize the motor 24. 
The herein disclosed vacuum cleaner may be placed in 

the center of a room with the foot ring 39 resting in a 
fixed position on the floor surface. Pulling the extension 
cord 73 will unwind sufficient cord from the reel 61, 
thereby tensioning the spring 66. Then, by use of the 
hose 22 and a dusting tool (not shown), the whole room 
can be cleaned simply by rotating the combined mem 
bers 16, 17 and 2 on the base member 34. It should be 
noted that both the cord reel 61, and the unit member 
16-17 are rotatably mounted on the base member 34. 
Also, the cord reel 61 and the combined member 16 
17 are mutually rotatable one with respect to the other. 
Because of the slip-ring-brush mechanism 67-68-71 
72 it is possible to rotate the motor 24 with respect to 
the base 34 and at the same time to conduct electric 
energy from the cord 73 to the motor 24. Placing the 
slip rings 67-68 and brushes 71-72 between the two 
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rotatably mounted members 16 and 61 makes one set of 
slip rings and brushes do double duty in that electric cur 
rent is carried to two rotatably mounted members by one 
set of slip rings and brushes. - 

Having thus set forth the nature of our invention, what 
we claim herein is: 

1. A device comprising a base member, a domestic 
appliance supported on top of said base member and 
mounted to rotate about a vertical axis, a cord reel mount 
ed to rotate about a vertical axis and interposed be 
tween said base member and said domestic appliance, 
a slip-ring-brush mechanism made up of two elements, 
one of said elements of said slip-ring-brush mechanism 
being associated with said cord reel, and the other of 
said elements of said slip-ring-brush mechanism being 
associated with said domestic appliance, this association 
being such that electric current can pass from said cord 
reel to said domestic appliance while said cord reel and 
said domestic appliance are rotating with respect to said 
base and with respect to each other. 

2. In a domestic appliance, a base member adapted to 
rest on a surface, an electrically operated device member 
supported on top of said base member and mounted to 
rotate about a vertical axis, a cord reel rotatably mount 
ed to rotate about a vertical axis on one of said men 
bers, an electric cord wound on said cord reel and extend 
ing from said base member, and a slip-ring-brush 
mechanism interposed between said cord reel and said 
electrically operated device member, said slip-ring-brush 
mechanism having a portion carried by said cord reel 
and having another portion carried by said electrically 
operated device member, and said slip-ring-brush mech 
anism conducting electrical energy from said electric cord 
to said rotatably mounted electrically operated device 
member. 

3. In a vacuum cleaner assembly, a base member 
adapted to be placed in the center of a room to be cleaned, 
a canister type vacuum cleaner member Supported on 
top of said base member and mounted to rotate about 
a vertical axis, a cord reel rotatably mounted to rotate 
about a vertical axis on one of said members, an electric 
cord wound on said cord reel and extending from said 
base member, a cleaning hose operatively fixed to said 
canister type vacuum cleaner member, and a slip-ring 
brush mechanism interposed between said cord reel and 
said canister type vacuum cleaner member, Said slip 
ring-brush mechanism having a portion carried by said 
cord reel and having another portion carried by said vac 
uum cleaner member, and said slip-ring-brush mechanism 
conducting electrical energy from said electric cord to 
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said rotatably mounted canister type vacuum cleaner 
member. 

4. In a vacuum cleaner, a base adapted to be placed 
in the center of a room to be cleaned, a canister type 
vacuum cleaner supported on top of said base and mount 
ed to rotate about a vertical axis, a cord reel rotatably 
mounted to rotate about a vertical axis on said base, an 
electric cord carried by said cord reel and having a free 
end extending from said base, a cleaning hose operatively 
fixed to said canister type vacuum cleaner, and a slip 
ring-brush mechanism interposed between said cord reel 
and said canister type vacuum cleaner, Said slip-ring 
brush mechanism having a portion carried by said cord 
reel and having another portion carried by said vacuum 
cleaner, and said slip-ring-brush mechanism conducting 
electrical energy from said electric cord to said rotatably 
mounted canister type vacuum cleaner. 

5. In a vacuum cleaner, a base adapted to be placed 
in the center of a room to be cleaned, a canister type 
vacuum cleaner supported on top of said base and mount 
ed to rotate about a vertical axis, a cord reel rotatably 
mounted to rotate about a vertical axis between said base 
and said canister type vacuum cleaner, an electric cord 
carried by said cord reel, and having a free end extending 
from said base, a cord stop mechanism carried by Said 
base and engaging said electric cord, a cleaning hose 
operatively fixed to said canister type vacuum cleaner, and 
a slip-ring-brush mechanism interposed between said cord 
reel and said canister type vacuum cleaner, said slip-ring 
brush mechanism having a portion carried by said cord 
reel and having another portion carried by said vacuum 
cleaner, and said slip-ring-brush mechanism conducting 
electrical energy from said electric cord to said rotatably 
mounted canister type vacuum cleaner. 
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