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This invention relates to laundry tubs, and
more particularly to laundry tubs counstructed
with a molding formed from sheet metal and
intended for interlocked engagement with those
parts of such tubs with which it is to be as-
sembled.

In the construction of sheet metal objects,
particularly laundry tubs, it is necessary that
the top edges, where they are exposed to the users
hands be protected by providing them with a
smooth rounded contour. Yet it is not practical
in the normal manufacture of such sheet metal
products to roll all four edges of an item such
as a tub to accomplish this purpose. It is, there-
fore, necessary to provide an edging, or molding,
which may be easily and quickly installed on the
exposed edge of such an article.

In providing an edging meeting these require-
ments it is necessary that it be simple and eco-
nomical to fabricate. Itis further necessary that
the design of such an edging permit easy and
rapid installation and that the attachment of
the molding be so arranged that it is thereafter
positively' held against inadvertant disengage-
ment. In such a design it is also essential that
the finished product have a smooth and attrac-
tive appearance and that the means of joining
the parts be completely or almost completely
hidden.

Such articles as laundry tubs, from whatever :

material they are fabricated, must be capable of
sustaining a relatively heavy load such as is im-
posed by the water and articles placed in them.
Hence, where sheet metal is used to fabricate

the tubs it becomes essential to provide a means -

of supporting the upper rims of these fubs to
prevent deflection and ultimate collapse. For
purposes of economical manufacture, it is desir-
able that the supporting member be made from
the same type of material as the tubs.

My invention combines not only the function
of an edging but also that of a supporting beam
providing resistance against downward deflection

.of the tubs. I have accomplished this by use
of a beam having a simple rolled shape of such
a design that it will support one or more tubs.
By combining both the support and the decora-
tive trim in a single, simply fabricated part, my
invention makes possible a laundry tub which
is both lighter and more economical than any
hereiofore known.

Accordingly, it is a primary object of my in-
vention to provide a molding rail along the upper
edge of a side panel of a sheet metal tub which
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will serve both to support the tub and provide
it with a smooth and attractive finish.

A further object-of my invention is to provide
a decorative molding for a laundry tub having
a smooth exterior surface and a design giving
it the deflection resisting characteristics of a
horizental beam.

A still further object of my invention is to.
provide a molding which may be quickly and
simply fabricated from sheet metal.

An additional object of my invention is to
provide a molding which may be easily assembled
to the upper rim of the tub without the use of
any tools.

An additional object of my invention is to pro-
vide ‘g combination molding and tub support
capable of assembly and disassembly without
injury to its surface or strength. A further addi-
tional object of my invention is to provide such

- an assembly in which all of the engaging mem-

bers are hidden.

Other objects and purpose of my invention will
be apparent to those acquainted with this art
upon reading the following specification and
examining the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a top view of g tub having my
molding rail installed thereon. :

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of a tub

" having my molding rail installed thereon.

Pigure 3 is an enlarged -fragmentary sectional
view of my molding rail mounted to.the rim of
the tub taken along the plane IXI—IIT of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail of

. the end of one of my molding rails at the corner

of the tub with the supporting leg removed.

In accomplishing the objects and purposes of
my invention, T have provided a rim at the upper
edge of the tub formed into a V having its
apex spaced outwardly from the wall of the tub
and a tubular rail open along one side receiving
the V-shaped rim into its interior area such that.
the tub and the rail cannot be disengaged except
by sliding the rail off the tub in a direction par-
allel to the longitudinal axis of the molding rail.

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the
numeral | indicates a laundry tub including a
pair of compartments 2 and abutting walls 3.
The compartments -2 are formed from any suit-
able light gauge sheet metal such as aluminum
or stainless steel. . The non-abutting walls of the
compartments 2 are provided with a substantial-
ly horizontally cutwardly extending fiange or clip
5 shaped in the form of a V having its apex
§ spaced outwardly from the wall of the fub and
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consisting of a mounting portion or leg T and a
folded portion or leg 8. The leg T extends from
the wall 4 of the compartment to the apex 6 of
the clip 5 and the leg 8 extends inwardly toward
the compartment 2 from the apex 6. FPor illus-
trative purposes the leg 8 is shown as being posi-
tioned above the leg 1, however, g satisfactory
structure is produced when the clip is reversed
such that the leg 8 is below leg T and extends
toward the wall § of the compartment.

The rail § is fubular in form and is provided
with a slot shaped opening 10 extending its entire
© length parallel to its longitudinal axis. "Adja=
cent the opening i0 the walls 11 of the rail 9
are turned inwardly to form a pair of ‘substan-
tially horizontally extending flanges {2 flanking
and defining the width of the opening 13 through-
out its length.

The width of the flanges (2 may vary-from'a
small to a substantial portion of the diameter of
the rail 9 without affecting the operation -of my
rail assembly. The length of the leg T of the
clip 5 is equal to-the exterior diameter of the rail
§ less the thickness of the wall {1 of the rail.
The length of the leg § of the clip 5 is equal to
the interior diameter -of the rail 9. Before in-
staliation of the rail 9 to the compartment walls
4, the flanges 2 are ‘preferably in-contact-with
each other and are forced apart -a-sufficient dis-
tance to receive the'leg 7 of the-clip at the time
of assembly.

The rail 9 extends unbroken -along the entire
side of the tub engaging the walls of both com-
partments, in the particular form therein -illus-
trated, and terminates at the:corner of the -tub
as is shown in Figure:4. The clip 5 extends up
to but not around the corner of each compart-
ment and the rail is substantially coextensive
with the c¢lip. ‘This arrangement permits the rail
9 to be assembled with the clip 5 -by sliding the
rail longitudinally into engagement with the clip.

In assembling the rail to the wall of the com-
partments the flangés 12 of the rail-are separated
sufficiently to receive the leg 7 of the clip there-
between and the leg 8 ‘of the clip is made to fit
entirely within the interior of the rail. When so
assembled the apex™6§ of the-clip: 5 will contact
the interior of the wall 1{: of the rail 8 diametri-
cally opposite the opening [0 and the free end
of the leg ¢ of the clip ‘will eontact the interior
surface of the rail 9 at-a point clcse to one of
the flanges 12, The exterior surface of the rail'9
will ‘contact the wall §4-of the compartments prox-
imate to the point where the wall 4 and ‘elip 5
join. The bearing of the apex 6 against the
interior of the rail-g together with:the bearing of
the ‘end of the leg 8 agaihst the interior of the
rail ‘§ substantially opposite the point of contact
of the agzex and rail prevent movement of ‘the
rail relative to the clip 5 except along the rail’s
longitudinal axis. The bearing of the rail against
the wall 4 of the compartments aids in prevent-
ing rotation of the rail about its longitudinal
axis. After this assembly has been accomplished
the legs 13 are installed providing both support
for each of the rails terminating at that partic-
ular corner and a cover for the gap existing be-
tween ends of the two rails-meeting at each
corner.

-A detailed description of the legs and lower
tension members {4 is omitted inasmuch as they
constitute no part of this invention and they are
fully described in my copending .application en-
titled, Corner -and Leg Mounting -Construction.
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Longitudinal disengagement of the rail and rim
are prevented by the legs 13.

The shape of the rail 9 is such as to give it a
high resistance to bending loads in any direc-
tion thereby providing a supporting beam for one
or more compartments which may comprise the
tub. The diameter of the rail 9 may be increased
or decreased without necessarily -affecting the
size of the clip 5 in accordance with the degree
of resistance to bending desired in a particular

‘installation. :

Besides providing a simple method of both im-
proving the appearance of the tub and also pro-
viding structural support, the design is such that
the particular tub unit may be quickly disassem-
bled -and packed ‘away for transportation or
storage by merely removing the legs I3 and slid-
ing off the rails 9. Where more than one com-
partment is used, as is shown in Figure 1, the
removal of the rails § automatically operates to
disassemble one compartment from the other
since no -other joining or supporting means con-
tacting the individual compartments is neces-
sary.

It will be seen that certain variations may be
made in my particular structure as herein- dis-
closed, however, such changes are merely matters
of detail and will not affect the operation of my
invention as herein disclosed, unless fundamen-
tally changing the principle of my invention,
such variations will all be within the scops of
my hereinafter appended claims excepting as szid
claims -may-have by their own terms expressly
provided otherwise,

-I claim:

1. In a rim for an open rectangular container
having a sidewall, .the -combination comprising:
a substantially cylindrical, hollow rail having-a
lengthwise slot and a-pair of substantial'y parallel
and closely spaced lips integral with the opposing
edges of said slot and extending inwardly of
said rail; and a flange at the upper edge of said
sidewall having a flat mounting portion integral
with said sidewall and extending substantially
perpendicularly therefrom, and a fiat fo.ded por-
tion integral with the extended edge of, and of
less width than, said mounting portion and dis-
posed. at an -acute angle thereto, the mounting
portion bheing snugly engaged between said lips
and completely disposed within said rail, and said
folded portion being -remote from said sidewall
and the free edge thereof and the apex of the
fold engaging the interior of said rail along lines
spaced substantially circumferentialy of said rail,
whereby said rail is secured to said sidewall and
disposed entirely on one side thereof.

2. In a rim for a pair of rectangular twin tubs
having a substantially vertical sidewall and for
securing one tub with respect to the -other, the
combination comprising: a substantially cylin-
drical, hollow rail having a longitudinal slot
therein and a pair of substantially parallel lips
integral with the opposing edges of said slot and
extending inwardly of said rail, said lips being
normally -spaced from each other a distance
slightly less than the thickness of said sidewall;
and an outwardly extending flange at the upper
edge of said sidewall having a flat mounting por-
tion integral with and extending substantially
perpendicularly from said sidewall, and a folded
portion integral with the extended edge of, and
of less width than, said mounting portion and
disposed at an acute angle thereto, said mounting
portion being snugly engaged between said lips
and completely disposed within said rail, and said
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folded portion being remote from said sidewall
and the free edge thereof and the apex of the fold
engaging the interior of said rail along two lines
spaced substantially circumferentially of said rail,
whereby said rail is secured to said sidewall and g
disposed entirely on the outside thereof.
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